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SECTION A: COMPOSITION
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
(15 marks)
Write your composition in the spaces provided.
Write a composition beginning with:
The final bell had just rung when a stranger hurried through the school gate and called my name……
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
Read the story below then answer the questions that follow.
(12 marks)
Long ago, Tortoise had a smooth, beautiful shell that shone like polished stone. He was known for his cleverness but also for his greed. One day, the birds were invited to a grand feast in the sky hosted by the Sky King. Tortoise desperately wanted to go, so he borrowed colourful feathers from the birds and made himself a pair of wings. He also changed his name to “All of You” so he could claim everything for himself.
At the feast, the host announced, “This food is for all of you!” Tortoise quickly claimed it all, saying it was his name. He ate the best portions as greedily as a hyena and left very little for the birds. The angry birds decided to teach him a lesson the hard way. They took back all their feathers and as they were about to fly away, Tortoise requested them to tell his wife to lay some soft material right where he would fall.
“Hello, Mrs. Tortoise. Are you there?”
“Yes, neighbour, where is the apple of my eye?”
“We are not here for jollities,” chirped the weaverbird. “Your greedy husband thought he would play a trick on us. We lend him our feathers only for him to eat all the food. He’s about to jump down from the sky. Make sure he lands softly.”
With that, the birds flew away. Tortoise’s wife who was the roots of an ancient oak listened to the birds’ story but frantically began to spread dry grass on the compound to offer her husband a landing ground. With no wings, Tortoise landed hard on the ground with a loud crash. His once smooth shell shattered into many pieces. The birds heard the crash and felt some pity and helped gather the fragments, but when the healer pieced it back together, it was never smooth again. It remained rough, cracked and uneven - a permanent reminder of his greed and deceit. That is why, to this day, the tortoise has a cracked shell.
a. The story explains the origin of a feature found on a tortoise. What type of oral narrative is it? Give a reason for your answer.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
b. State two character traits of Tortoise and support each trait with evidence from the story.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
c. Mention two ways in which the birds contribute to the development of the plot.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
d. Identify one example of direct speech in the story and explain its effect.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
e. Explain the meaning of the expression “the apple of my eye” as it is used in the story.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
f. What lesson can a learner draw from Tortoise’s actions?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


TASK 3: POETRY
Read the poem below then answer the questions that follow.
(12 marks)
ATTENTION
by Amani Rachel
Excuse me, ladies and gentlemen!
This confusion
Of pollution
Needs solution!
Look at the city streets
Where garbage pretty sits
Can you smell the stench?
Phew! Can’t sit on that bench!
The wind blows and all is dusty
As factories fume the roofs dirty
The windbreaker brakes are broken
Now all the fields are open.
If we let everything wither
We’ll all be bitter.
a. What environmental problem is the poet drawing attention to?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
b. To whom is the speaker addressing the poem? Give evidence from the opening lines.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
c. Identify two sound or poetic devices used in the poem and illustrate each with a suitable line or phrase.
(4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
d. What does the expression “We’ll all be bitter” suggest about the consequences of ignoring environmental problems?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
e. Identify one pair of rhyming words from the poem.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


TASK 4: NOVELLA
Read the excerpt below then answer the questions that follow.
(11 marks)
“Brother, we have to get moving now. It is getting late,” Leshoo said as he pulled his twin brother Liwan along. They rushed to their tent and fetched their weapons. They headed to the wide cattle enclosure at the far end of the compound and began letting out the animals.

They had just had breakfast: a glass of warm milk and boiled maize. This would be the only meal they would have until sunset when they brought the animals back home.

Leshoo was the older of the two, but only by a hair’s breadth. They were both born at the same time. Leshoo was the first to emerge from womb and Liwan closely followed him, grabbing his brother’s leg from behind.

Since birth, Leshoo and his brother Liwan were inseparable. They did everything together: ate food, played and even danced together in the moonlight. Their father was aware of this and frequently assigned them chores that they could complete together, however simple the chore. They enjoyed each other’s company and were frequently spotted playing or taking care of the animals together.

Leshoo, the more active of the two, was a sturdy young man blessed with strength and courage. He always took the initiative. Liwan, his twin, was slower. On that day, their father, Ole Parantai, entrusted the two with the care of his fifty cows. They took the cows to graze on the great expanse of land near lake Empaso. The land had green pasture that their cows enjoyed.

Since the Naeni village was flat, it was easy to care for the animals. The boys enjoyed sitting atop Imbirikani hill and gazing at the beautiful hills beyond the lake. The view was breathtaking, especially against the backdrop of the lake’s vast waves. The location also allowed the youngsters to see where the animals were, no matter how far apart they were.
a. Why were Leshoo and Liwan in a hurry at the beginning of the excerpt?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
b. What evidence shows that the twins had a close relationship?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
c. What does “by a hair’s breadth” mean in the context of the excerpt?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
d. Why was the location of Imbirikani hill useful to the boys while looking after the cattle?
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
e. Which word in the excerpt shows that Leshoo was willing to act without waiting for others?
(1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________
f. Describe the setting of the last paragraph using two details from the excerpt.
(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


