TERM 3 HOLIDAY ASSIGNMENT 2026
ENGLISH PAPER 1 (101/1)
FORM 3
	NAME
	____________________________________________

	ADM NO.
	________________________

	CLASS
	________________________

	DATE / SIGN
	____________________________________________


1. FUNCTIONAL WRITING (20 marks)
Imagine you have completed your KCSE examinations and are waiting to join university. You see an advertisement in the Daily Nation by Kenya Power for temporary customer-service assistants. The position will last for four months. Applicants should:
Be 18 years and above.
Have attained C+ and above, with at least C+ in English and Mathematics.
Be fluent in English and Kiswahili.
Be computer literate.
Write an application letter for the position.
The application letter should be addressed to:
The Human Resource Manager,
Kenya Power,
P.O. Box 30099 – 00100,
Nairobi.
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2. CLOZE TEST (10 marks)
Fill in each blank space in the passage below with the most appropriate word.
Residents of a village in Baringo County (i) __________ raised concern over a series of cattle thefts (ii) __________ the area. The local administration responded (iii) __________ organising a meeting with community leaders and security officers. During the meeting, residents were urged to remain alert and (iv) __________ any suspicious movement to the authorities. A joint patrol was later introduced, (v) __________ helped to improve security in the affected villages. Although the situation has (vi) __________, residents continue to cooperate with the police. The elders also appealed to young people to avoid activities that could (vii) __________ conflict. They encouraged families to work (viii) __________ with the administration and to provide information whenever necessary. By the end of the month, several stolen animals had been recovered and the community was (ix) __________ hopeful that peace would (x) __________ restored.
3. ORAL SKILLS (7 marks)
a) Read the following poem then answer the questions that follow.
The Little Seed

A little seed lay in the ground,
Hidden safely from the sun;
Rain fell softly all around,
And soon its growing had begun.

It pushed its roots into the earth,
And reached its leaves towards the sky;
A tiny plant of humble birth,
That taught me never to deny.

With patience, care and gentle rain,
The little plant grew strong and tall;
Through sunshine, darkness, wind and pain,
It learned to rise each time it fell.
i) Describe the rhyme scheme of the poem. (3 marks)
ii) Explain how you would perform the following line: “It learned to rise each time it fell.” (2 marks)
iii) Describe the tone of voice you would use when reading the third stanza. (2 marks)
4. ETIQUETTE IN CONVERSATION (5 marks)
Study the conversation below between a shopkeeper and a customer who is disturbed by the way the shopkeeper is addressing her.
Customer: Excuse me, madam. Could you please check whether you have the blue exercise books?
Shopkeeper: (without looking up): Can't you see that I'm busy?
Customer: I understand, but I only need to know whether they are available.
Shopkeeper: If you are in a hurry, go and look somewhere else.
Customer: I am sorry if I have disturbed you. I was only asking for assistance.
Shopkeeper: Then wait until I finish serving these people.
i) Identify three instances of lack of etiquette on the part of the shopkeeper. (3 marks)
ii) Identify two instances of etiquette characteristics of the customer. (2 marks)
5. STRESS (4 marks)
What difference would there be in meaning of the sentence if stress falls on each of the following words?
My brother travelled to the station.
i) My –
ii) Brother –
iii) Travelled –
iv) Station –
6. INTONATION (4 marks)
Indicate the appropriate intonation pattern (rising or falling) for each of the following sentences.
(1) How did you complete the assignment?
(2) What an exciting performance!
(3) Have you submitted your project?
(4) Brian visits his grandmother every weekend.
7. SILENT LETTERS (3 marks)
Underline the silent letters in the following words.
i) Knife
ii) Psychology
iii) Whistle
8. GROUP DISCUSSION (5 marks)
Imagine you are the chairperson of a group discussion in your class. How would you ensure that the group discussion is successful?
9. HOMOPHONES (2 marks)
Provide another word pronounced the same as each of the following words.
i) Flour
ii) Sea
iii) Son
iv) Right
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