KALA  2026 English Paper 3 Marking Scheme

Answer three questions only;

1. Imaginative Composition (20mks)
Either;
a) Write a composition on how to spend weekends effectively as a student.

Or;
b) Write a composition beginning with the following words.
‘Run for your life!’ my friend screamed. Before I could ask what was happening,
chaos erupted all around me. 

2. Compulsory Essay. The Play; The Samaritan by John Lara. (20mks)
[bookmark: _Hlk233020895]In John Lara’s The Samaritan, the youth strive to serve as primary catalysts for exposing societal shortcomings and the desired reforms. Write an essay to sow the truth of this statement. 

3. Optional Set Texts. (20mks)

Either;
a) The Short Story. A Silent Song and Other Short Stories by Godwin Siundu.
After war, people are left to deal with ghostly encounters and their effects. Write an essay to validate this assertion basing it on Ghosts by Chimamanda Adichie.

Or;
b) The Novel. An Artist of the Floating World by Kazuo Ishiguro.

War has a way of affecting relationships that were once cordial. Show the truth of this assertion using An Artist of the Floating World by Kazuo Ishiguro. (20 marks)























1. General Assessment Breakdown (20 Marks Total)

Distribution of the 20 marks across the core linguistic classes:

Linguistic Fluency & Appeal (16–20 Marks): 
Sentence variety, excellent vocabulary, seamless paragraph transitions, and an individual creative spark.

Competence & Good Communication (11–15 Marks):
 Straightforward writing with minor slips. Ideas flow without causing strain to the reader.

Under Developed Content and Frequent Slips (06–10 Marks): 
Repetitive errors in grammar, prepositions, and tenses. Heavy mother-tongue interference. 

Severe Communication Breakdown (01–05 Marks): 
Fragmented sentences or broken English where the examiner has to guess the intended meaning.

 Question 1(a): How to spend weekends effectively as a student.

This is an expository/discursive essay. The examiner looks for a structured, logical presentation of practical ideas rather than a creative fiction story.

Points of Interpretation & Content Expectations:

Nature of Essay: Must focus on practical, balanced strategies for effective time management.

Key Content Areas to Highlight:

Academic Balance: Independent revision, completing assignments, or group study sessions.
Co-curricular and Talents: Participating in sports, music, clubs, or physical fitness. Responsibility & Community: Assisting with household chores, volunteering, or community service.
Mental Rejuvenation: Adequate rest, healthy entertainment, or pursuing constructive hobbies.
Responsibility and Community: Assisting with household chores, volunteering, or community service.
Tone & Structure: 
Needs an authoritative, advice-oriented, or objective tone. Writing a purely creative narrative story instead of addressing the prompt's strategies will penalize the content score. 




Question 1(b): Narrative Beginning with Given Sentence. 

This is a narrative composition. The examiner tests a learner’s ability to seamlessly build suspense and continuity from a high-stakes opening.

Points of Interpretation and Rubric Rules:
Strict Rubric Check: The story must begin exactly with the words: "Run for your life!" my friend screamed. Before I could ask what was happening, chaos erupted all around me.
Penalty: Altering or omitting these introductory words results in an automatic 2-mark deduction for breaking the rubric instruction.
Plot Continuity: The subsequent sentences must immediately build upon the "chaos." The writer must introduce a credible reason for the panic (for example, a sudden fire breakout, an unexpected riot, a stampede, a robbery, or a wildlife encounter).
Narrative Elements: The story must exhibit a clear climax, a resolution, and vivid descriptions of fear, movement, and environment. It should utilize all tenses but heavy presence of the past tense.

 Standardized set of official marking signs, symbols, and abbreviations. 

These markings pinpoint specific errors directly in your essay text and margins to justify your final grade category. [1, 2, 3] 

The official symbols used by examiners are grouped as follows:

Symbol/Abbreviation        Meaning
Sp.                                       Spelling mistake
Gr.                                       Grammatical error
P.                                         Punctuation error
W.W.                                   Wrong word
T.                                        Wrong tense
Agr.                                    Lack of subject-verb agreement
Exp.                                    Poor expression
?                                         Meaning unclear/ambiguous
^                                         Omission; insert missing word(s)
/                                          New paragraph required
Rep.                                     Repetition
C.                                        Capitalization error
Prep.                                    Incorrect preposition
Conn.                                   Faulty connector/linking word
Ill.                                       Illegible handwriting
Dev.                                    Poor development of points
Irrel.                                    Irrelevant material
✓                                       Good point/correct usage/merit mark
B.S.                                    Broken syntax
Awk.                                  Awkward expression
VF                                      Wrong verb form


Common KCSE Composition Error Codes

Single underline – language error.
Double underline – serious expression or grammar error.
Circle around word – spelling or word-choice problem.
Margin comments such as Gr, P, Sp, Exp indicate the type of error.

2. Compulsory Essay. 

The Play; The Samaritan by John Lara. (20mks)
In John Lara’s The Samaritan, the youth strive to serve as primary catalysts for exposing societal shortcomings and the desired reforms. Write an essay to sow the truth of this statement. 

Young people seek to help as core agents for public enlightenment on the challenges that people face and the needed amendments to over come them.. This is evident in John Lara’s the Samaritan in diverse ways.

Through their skit Alvita, Montano and their teacher stage a short performance, indicating the ills bedevilling Maracas Municipality and their remedies. Through the mentor-ship of their teacher Nicole, they educate the audience on the need for change. Montano talks of current trends of insecurity due to the rise of criminal gangs in the municipality. There was joblessness resulting from their country producing more graduates each year than the number of jobs it is able to create. He travels into the future and sees joblessness with millions of young people loitering in streets and villages and Alvita working as a cobbler, his nose running permanently due to a bad stench because cleaning water was very scarce. In fact, it was raining once in a year because of Climatic change occasioned by unpredictable weather conditions. All plants and animals died of starvation prompting people to eat strange things like insects, crawling creatures, rodents and sea creatures that could survive in a harsh environment.  Most people adopted to eating plastics, synthetic fibres and other bizarre things- he saw Alvita eating a gunny bag at one point. Life expectancy dropped drastically, people were only able to live thirty to forty years at most. Insecurity was rampant and law enforcers and judges could only serve those who greased their palms. This resulted into injustices where people took the law into their own hands. On the other Alvita indicates that she had travelled into the future and saw a promising world. People had developed intelligent robots that replaced judges, and police officers and this ended discrimination. Life expectancy increased to over seven hundred years because drugs had been developed that regenerated body cells in a way that no one could grow old. Machines were doing all the work thus people were conquering new territories in other parts of the universe. Robots were attending meetings and transacting businesses. Factories, hotels and hospitals were being run by them. Climate change was solved by developing technology for cleaning the air of carbon emissions, and rain could be made whenever it was felt like. Alvita and Montano indicate that these amendments are possible with proper utilization of the available resources through the Samaritan App that they had developed. Thus, the skit acts as a stimulus by raising awareness and challenging society to embrace positive change.

Alvita and Montano come up with The Samaritan App which involves the use of technology to solve current problems in the society. This is a simple mobile application which won the previous year’s  National Secondary Schools Innovation Competition. Alvita enlightens that this app allows people to share information, videos, texts, and photos. It has digital pigeon holes for every municipal department where officials get letters, notifications, and other communications from members of the public. She indicates that a trial was run, people took photographs and videos of illegal activities that degrade the environment in their neighbourhoods, provided details of the location where the activities were taking place and the people involved , and posted the information on the pigeon hall of the municipal department for the environment. Officials of the department only needed to log in into the App to see what reports people are sending to them. This is still continuing. On proper use of public resources, Alvita indicates that people are now sharing information on what the municipal council is procuring, how tenders are awarded, who wins the tenders, whether those awarded the tenders deliver the goods and services required, the quality and cost of goods and services supplied, the duration of delivery and so on. In case of abuse of procurement and delivery process, the information can be shared with the Crimes and Integrity Commission. On accountability, people will take responsibility for what they write, taking legal responsibility for what they post. Information trickles down from the Samaritan to the newspapers, exposing the rot in the Municipality and agitating for prosecution of culprits. Mossi says that the headlines of various newspapers have given damaging information about the municipal leaders. All this information has trickled from The Samaritan App. The latest sensation is the public outcry over companies that bill the municipal council huge sums of money every month without rendering any service. That is supplying air. Details of payments to the companies involved have now been unearthed. All the culprits have been disclosed. He points to Seymour and Ted. Bembe states that he logged into the App and found to be accused of countless cases of corruption, violation of human rights, drug peddling, and extortion.
Harvester has been accused of crimes of abuse of office. The latest accusations are the letters he did banning the use of Apps and directing the ICT officer to take steps against suspect innovations. No sooner had he dispatched the letters, than they found their way to the Samaritan; it is also reported that he ordered the purchase of all the newspapers the other week using public funds following Mossi’s instructions.  Mossi says that he is also accused of municipal capture, the worst of corruption and abuse of office, in which your private interests determine the direction of public outcry. Harvester informs Bembe that he (Bembe) is accused building his hotel and home on university land. He is also accused of being a member of a Ghetto Boyz, a shadowy gang that robs people all over the Municipality. That his hotel was built on money collected from motorists by his officers. Through this expose, the evil leaders are apprehended by Inspector Tajo, the head of the National Anti-corruption Investigations Bureau. Truly, the Samaritan App developed by Alvita and Montano act as a digital whistle blower to fight impunity. 

Ms. Nicole lesson serves as a powerful tool of exposing societal evils and the need for change. She teaches students about the human heart which comprises the mind and the spirit. The mind helps to solve problems and make life better; the spirit comprises the evil and the good. The good spirit the obeys the rules while the bad spirit/beast disobeys leading to distraction. She goes further to give an example on the fall of Jerusalem and the Temple that resulted when the people disobeyed the creator and worshiped other gods, killed one another, became dishonest, engaged in corruption, robbery, sexual perversions and injustices. She points out that Maracas Municipality is undergoing destruction in that sometimes, hospitals lack drugs because of theft, a police officer cannot offer services unless he has been bribed, one cannot get justice from the law courts. She observes that this has caused destruction in the society. She thus reminds them to do the right thing to avoid destruction and that justice will be served, however long it will take. Ms Nicole’s lesson demonstrates how education can empower young people to become agents of reform and contribute to the betterment of society.

Nicole’s determination to overcome the intimidation, manipulation and blackmail from the leaders of Maracas Municipality acts as a catalyst for the desired change. After the performance of the skit, Mossi fears that the app will unearth the corrupt leaders thus directing Nicole to stop the App with immediate effect by writing to the Ministry of Education, citing fundamental errors. Determined, Nicole responds that the assessment of the innovations was done by the senior officers at the Ministry of Education. Experienced software engineers were also involved. It passed all the tests and no errors were found. She also asserts that the App has been online for a month now and it has already been taken over by the National Information and Communications Technology Corporation. Thus, there is little she can do. She insists that she will do what is right. When Alvita and Montano become apprehensive and visit Nicole in her office, informing her that since the mayor gave her an ultimatum during closing day the previous year, they fear the Samaritan might get her into trouble. She assures them not to worry as all will be well, alluding to the Samaritan in the Bible that though they may be beaten, stripped robbed and left for dead, they must do the right thing in the right way and take responsibility for the progress of the Municipality. The students get into agreement with her. Additionally, Narine coerces Nicole to drop the Samaritan, she says it’s dangerous because it has put leaders under a lot of panic. Nicole insists that soon the matter will be out of their hands once the president launches the App. Narine advises Nicole to avoid such a battle, but Nicole doesn’t budge. Her unwavering resolve demonstrates that determination is essential in overcoming obstacles and achieving meaningful societal transformation.

In conclusion, the upcoming generation is seen to spearhead transformations that address our setbacks. 

3.Optional Set Texts. (20mks)

Either;
a) The Short Story. A Silent Song and Other Short Stories by Godwin Siundu.
After war, people are left to deal with ghostly encounters and their effects. Write an essay to
validate this assertion basing it on Ghosts by Chimamanda Adichie.

In the aftermath of a battle, individuals are compelled to cope with haunting experiences and their outcomes. This is evident in Adichie’s Ghosts in a number of ways./

The story Ghosts by Adichie presents both literal and metaphorical ghosts and their impact on the people long after the end of war.

To begin with, the most obvious ghostly encounter is the appearance of Ikenna Okoro, a man who Professor James Nwoye had believed died during the Biafran war. Upon seeing him at the concrete university bursary, he considers grabbing a handful of sand to throw at Ikenna, but hesitates reminiscing that he is a western educated man, a seventy one year old retired professor of Mathematics who is supposed to arm himself with enough science to laugh indulgently at the ways of his people; therefore, he doesn’t throw sand at him. He could not have done so even if he had wished to, anyway, since they meet on the concrete grounds of the university bursary. The professor calls out Ikenna Okoros’ name in a tentative way one suggests something that cannot be; the coming to life of a man who died thirty seven years ago. After greetings, the professor, quite shaken, asks Ikenna whether he is alive; with laughter, Ikenna answers in the affirmative. He reminds Ikenna that on the day of evacuation, it was said that he(Ikenna) did not come out. The literal ‘ghost’ indicates how the war continues to haunt survivors long after it has ended.

In addition, the memory of those who died the war acts as a ghost that refuses to disappear. Professor Nwoye nostalgically remembers his late wife Ebere, how she chose him because of his seamless complexion over other suitors who were moneyed; and how she frequently massaged him with a moisturizer. He remarks to Ikenna that Ebere visits but retracts upon realizing that they (the educated ones) are expected to keep tightly rigid their boundaries of what is considered real. Ikenna is surprised-responding, ‘I see,’ with a pacifying tone one reserves for the mad. Ebere visits the professor three weeks after her funeral. The door downstairs keeps opening and closing, this scares him. He hears Ebere’s footsteps on the stairs. His bedcover is pulled back, the gently massaging hands on his arms, legs and chest, the soothing creaminess of the lotion and a pleasant drowsiness overcomes him- a drowsiness that he is unable to fight off when she visits. He wakes up, as he still does after her visits, with his skin supple and thick with the scent of lotion. He also remembers how Ebere used to mock people driving  Mercedes, saying that their car was old but much better than all those junks people are driving without seat belts; she still has that sense of humour. Sometimes when she visits, she amuses him with small talk. Thus he stops going to church after Ebere visits, because he is no longer uncertain. Arguing that its our diffidence that leads us to religion. This demonstrates that the dead have significance and continue to exist as emotional ghosts in the minds of those left behind.

Furthermore, corruption and failed leadership are portrayed as metaphorical ghosts haunting society. Officials have stolen pension money preventing retired workers from receiving their benefits.The professor repeatedly visits the university bursary seeking his pension, only to be told that the money has not arrived. Other retired workers suffer the consequences of unpaid pension too. He chats with Vincent, who was his driver when he was faculty dean in eighties.Vincent confirms to lack of pension for three years, indicating that that is why people die early; alluding it to a country that  that has not learnt to say thank you. The students in the hostels are as well not paying the poverty stricken Vincent in time. Professor Nwoye observes of Vincent’s Adams apple which bobs out alarmingly as if to pierce the wrinkled skin of his neck and pop out. Vincent is younger than the Professor, perhaps in his late sixties, but he looks older. He has little hair left. The tattered pension seeking men clustered under the flame tree request professor to buy them banana since hunger is killing them. Amusingly, the professor observes that what these men need most is a moisturizer as their faces and arms are looking like ash. These men nurse these resentment by laughing quite often  and it has somehow managed to leave their spirits whole. The ghost of corruption and neglect continue to haunt these men, denying them of dignity in old age.

Adichie uses ghostly encounters to show how perturbed people feel on encounter with destruction of properties. On visiting Nsukka right after the war ended  in 1970, it was too much for Professor Nwoye and his wife. Their house appeared like a ghost of its former self. Their books were in a charred pilein the front garden, under the umbrella three. The lumps of calcified feces in the bathtub were strewn with pages of his Mathematical Annals, used as toilet paper, clustered smears blurring the formulas he had studied and taught. Their piano- Ebere’s Piano- was gone. His graduation gown, which he had won to receive his first degree in Ibadan had been used to wipe something and now lay with ants crawling in and out, busy and oblivious of him watching. Their photographs were ripped, their frames broken. They left for America and on returning back in 1976, they were assigned a different house. Also Ikenna indicates that he had visited the staff club that morning and that it appeared like a shell of what it used to be. Further, Professor Nwoye indicates that the university campus is now a withered skin of what it used to be. Indeed, physical ruins left behind by war continue to haunt survivors like ghosts long after fighting has ceased.

Adichie presents change of personalities as a ghostly encounter that affects people long after war. Through professor Nwoye, we become aware of Ikenna’s  changed personality occasioned by harsh post-war realities. Nwoye notices that there is a uncertain diffidence about him that seemed alien, very unlike the man who easily got people to act. He also notes that Ikenna’s laughter seems discoloured, hollow, nothing like the aggressive sound that reverberated all over the staff club in those days, as he mocked people who did not agree with him. Nwoye is worried about his grand child who doesn’t speak Igbo,that the last time he visited,  he could  not understand why he was expected to say ‘Good afternoon to strangers, because in his word, one has to justify simple courtesies, this outlook differs greatly from that of war survivors. More to say, Nwoye feels that his daughter’s personality has been shaped by post war realities. She becomes more practical and less attached to ideals that guide her father’s generation when she keeps on asking her Dad thinks he is having a good life over the phone, with that faint,vaguely troubling American Accent. He responds to her that it’s not good or bad, it is simply his life and that is what matters. Therefore Adichie illustrates how the war leaves behind metaphorical ghosts that alter people’s personalities. 

Nostalgically, the tragic deaths of Biafra war victims is one of the most painful ghostly encounters that continue to haunt survivors of the war. Ikenna enquires about Zik, Professor’s last born daughter. He responds in Igbo, that the war took her, speaking in English has always had, for him , a disquieting finality. This takes  Nwoye back to memory lane on how Ikenna insisted on paying fir Zik’s Fanta when he took her to the staff club on Family Day, because he said, she was the prettiest of the children. Another specific example is when  the two men talk about the death of Chris Okigbo, they give tribute on how the war took him, a colossus in the making who was brave enough to fight, a genius, their star, the man whose poetry moved them all, even those in the sciences who did not understand it. Coupled with this, Ikenna’s whole family perished in the war, this makes him downcast compared to the lively individual he was before the war. Adichie shows that death culminates to a long lasting nostalgia and emotional haunting.

In conclusion, the author has shown that the consequences of war extend beyond the battlefield.





Or;
b) The Novel. An Artist of the Floating World by Kazuo Ishiguro.

War has a way of affecting relationships that were once cordial. Show the truth of this assertion using An Artist of the Floating World by Kazuo Ishiguro. (20 marks)
In An Artist of the Floating World by Kazuo Ishiguro, the writer shows that chaos make strong bonds turn sour. This happens when Kuroda and Ono can no longer see eye to eye after the war.

The strong bond between Ono and Kuroda is affected by the war. Kuroda was Ono’s pupil and the most gifted one. Before the war they cherished each other. Ono still has a painting by Kuroda in his house “The Patriotic Spirit” a painting that he loves dearly. Kuroda on the other hand was very proud to be Ono’s pupil. He tells Ono that as his pupils, in the future they would be very happy to tell others that he was their teacher. He proudly the influence that Ono has in the city. During the War, Ono becomes an official Advisor to the cultural Committee on unpatriotic activities. Because Kuroda was involved in unpatriotic painting Ono sends the authorities to talk to him but they instead beat him and arrest him. He suffers immensely in prison during the war. After the war, when Ono approaches him for reconciliation, he declines. War made Kuroda to completely detach himself from Ono.

Noriko’s marriage negotiations with Jiro Miyake is affected by the war. The previous year, Noriko was involved in marriage negotiations with Jiro Miyake. Her father says that she is still unmarried at twenty six years because the war had made everything difficult for her. After the war, Ono meets Jiro Miyake outside Kimura company building. Jiro Miyake expresses a lot of criticism towards those who supported the war. He mentions to Ono that the president of their parent company had committed suicide as a form of apology for those who were affected by the war. He felt guilty because his company had been involved in certain undertakings during the war. Ono disregards the act of committing suicide. He sees it a great waste. Ono’s views differ with those of Jiro Miyake who says that they now feel relieved in their company after what their president did. Jiro also argues that it is the greatest cowardice of all that those who supported the war fail to take responsibility of their actions. Shortly after this, the Miyake’s withdrawal from the marriage negotiations. Noriko and Setsuko suspect that their father’s role in the war led to this outcome.

The Hirayama Boy who used to be praised by the people for singing war songs before the war is beaten to death when he does the same after the war. The Hirayama boy used to sing patriotic songs in the streets in support of the war. He also made patriotic speeches and chants in support of the emperor. People used to praise him for the songs saying that he is indeed Japanese. They used to give him money as a form of appreciation of his patriotic spirit. After the war, when he sings the same songs, he is given a proper beating by the people, which makes him suffer contorted ribs. He is also hospitalised. The strong bond of love between the people and the Hirayama boy before the war is broken after Japan loses the war.

The close relationship that Ono had with Shintaro before the war is adversely affected by the role they plaid in coming up with the China crisis posters. Before the war, Shintaro was Ono’s pupil. The two had a very friendly relationship. They used to spend their evenings together at Mrs Kawakami’s bar. At one point, Shintaro approaches Ono to recommend his brother Yoshio for a job. Yoshio ends up getting the job, something that makes the two brothers very happy. Shintaro participates in coming up with the China crisis posters as Ono’s pupil. The posters receive a lot of praise in the city. After the war, Shintaro finds it hard to get a job as the management of Higashimachi High School is American. The management want to ascertain the role that Shintaro played during the coming up with the China crisis posters. They there for demand for a letter of recommendation from Ono disassociating Shintaro from the posters. When Shintaro approaches Ono, Ono refuses to disassociate Shintaro from the posters mentioning that Shintaro needs to own up for his past deeds. He reminds him of the praises he received after coming up with the posters. Although Shintaro repeatedly tells Ono that his views concerning the posters at that time were con trary to Ono’s Ono refuses to write the letter. This marks the end of their close bond. 

In conclusion, disputes weaken the glue that holds different parties together.


