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READING COMPREHENSION, LITERARY APPRECIATION AND GRAMMAR.
Instructions to students
· This paper consists of  printed pages.
· Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing.
· Write your name, index number and class in the spaces provided.
· Answer all the questions in the spaces provided in the question paper.
· Candidates must answer all questions in English.
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1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. (20 marks)
In many schools today, learners face immense pressure to excel in examinations. Parents, teachers, and even society often place high expectations on students, believing that good grades are the key to future success. As a result, many learners spend long hours studying, attending extra tuition classes, and sacrificing leisure time in an attempt to achieve outstanding results. While the desire to perform well can motivate students to work hard, excessive pressure can have negative effects on their well-being.
The constant fear of failure often causes stress, anxiety, and lack of confidence among learners. Some students develop sleeping problems, while others lose interest in activities they once enjoyed. In extreme cases, the pressure becomes so overwhelming that learners resort to cheating in examinations or engaging in unhealthy study habits. Instead of focusing on understanding concepts, they become obsessed with obtaining high marks at all costs.
Ironically, excessive pressure may produce the opposite of the intended outcome. Learners who are stressed often struggle to concentrate, remember information, and perform effectively during examinations. Their mental and emotional health may deteriorate, leading to poor academic performance despite their efforts. On the other hand, students who receive encouragement, guidance, and balanced support are more likely to develop confidence and resilience. They learn to view examinations as opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge rather than as life-defining events.
To help learners achieve their full potential, parents, teachers, and schools should create supportive learning environments that value personal growth alongside academic achievement. Success should not be measured solely by examination grades but also by the development of skills, character, creativity, and emotional well-being. When learners are encouraged to strive for excellence without being overwhelmed by unrealistic expectations, they are more likely to perform well and enjoy the learning process.
a) Where does pressure to excel in examinations come from and why? (2 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
b) How can excessive pressure affect a learner’s mental health? (2 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk231753802]_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Why might too much pressure lead to poor examination performance? (2 marks)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) What unhealthy behaviours might result from examination pressure? (2 marks)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e) Explain the irony in the passage. (3 marks)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
f) Describe the tone used in the passage. (3 marks)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
g) In note form, mention how parents and teachers can support learners effectively? (3 marks)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h) Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage. (3 marks)
i. immense ___________________________________________________________
ii. deteriorate _________________________________________________________
iii. potential ___________________________________________________________

2. Read the excerpt below and use it to answer the questions that follow:
Look at what the leader had done already, he told the opponents. Had he not closed down all foreign military bases in Libya? Then had he not nationalised all foreign businesses in the country? The man had guts of steel. Under him, Libya would soon recapture the prestige it had enjoyed in its heyday.
Look again, Engineer Tahir told the leader's opponents. A recent discovery of petroleum reserves had shown the world that Libya did not just have sand after all; it had oil as well.
Look yet again, Engineer Tahir continued. Nuclear bombs are the ultimate weapons. Not because they defeat offence but because they deter it. Once the leader of Libya had grasped this point, had he not launched a programme to make them? And had he not, himself, named the programme the 'Fist of Allah', as a warning to all that might have thought it just another human effort?
Engineer Tahir joined the 'Fist of Allah' right after his return from overseas. The time he had always dreamed about had finally come. Now he would use the skills he had acquired to build real weapons for Libya, exactly as he had dreamed while he was still a child. 
In a very happy coincidence, the leader of Libya adored the 'Fist of Allah'. He gave it all the money it asked for. Allahu akbar. How true! Allah is great. Libya was becoming a nuclear power. It was becoming great again.
Then, boom-boom-boom, Al-Qaeda struck on American soil. The leader of Libya knew America would retaliate and not necessarily within the bounds of reason. He scrambled to his bases to shield Libya from America's revenge. He even dismantled the 'Fist of Allah' itself.
a) Explain what happens immediately before this excerpt.             			        (3 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Identify and explain two thematic concerns raised in the excerpt.   		        (4 marks)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Explain three ways in which the author has used language in the excerpt. 	        (6 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) How does Engineer Tahir feel towards the leader of Libya in this excerpt?                 (3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e) The dismantling of the 'Fist of Allah' coincides with the 'accident' to change Engineer Tahir's course. Briefly explain what the accident is.                         				      (3 marks)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f) What does the excerpt reveal about Engineer Tahir?  			                    (2 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
g) After this excerpt, Engineer Tahir describes the leader of Libya as having committed a sin. What is that sin? 			       						        (2 marks) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h) Provide the meaning of the following as used in the excerpt.			        (2 marks)
(i) Prestige	_________________________________________________
(ii) Overseas	   _________________________________________________

3. Read the poem below and use it to answer the questions that follow.	     20 Marks
WHEN AFRICA WRITES By Sr. Esther Jeruto
When Africa writes, she tells her untold story
When Africa writes, albeit in borrowed tongues
When Africa writes, she pours and drips and unearths
When Africa writes, she begins to heal her wounds
When Africa writes, it is not the luxury of just another book
When Africa writes, she claims justice for herself
From the cruel injustice of a single story.

When Africa writes, she tells her untold story
She will make a change to the ‘old truths’
That once fed and overfed history
She will cool the sweltering on the forehead
That wants to say “it is not true”
When Africa writes, she claims justice for herself
From the cruel injustice of a single story.

When Africa writes, she tells her untold story
Unveiling the mantle of old glory, held in white hands
She will feed the old strands of ignorance
With the thin sieved knowledge
Like an infant whose pain is yet to be deciphered 
She will shine the sun on the damp warps
And let her own wounds dry unhurriedly.

When they will say, it’s in the books
We shall say, we wrote the books too
When they say, it is in a song
We shall say, we sang the same songs too
When they say someone unknown said it
We shall say, we know the unknown person.

a) Briefly explain what this poem is about.						        (3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Identify and illustrate three poetic devices in the poem.				        (6 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) What do you think is the “single story” referred to in the poem, and what is its injustice? (3 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) What is the character trait of those who write about Africa as revealed in the poem?  (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e) What is the poet’s tone in the last stanza?					        (3 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
f) Explain the meaning of the following phrases as used in the poem:		        (3 marks)

      (i) Borrowed tongues  ___________________________________________________
      (ii) White hands	______________________________________________________
      (iii) Untold story	______________________________________________________	

4.	a) Rewrite the following sentences according to instructions given. (3 marks)
i.	If I were the cabinet secretary in charge of internal security, I would ensure all criminals    were jailed.  (Begin were...)
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
	
ii.	I like Nairobi more than Machakos. (Use prefer)

______________________________________________________________________

iii.	The army has rounded all the rebels. (Rewrite in passive).

______________________________________________________________________

b)	Use the correct form of the words in brackets. (3 marks)
i.	The liberals were subjected to ___________________ (relent) bombarding by the 
loyal soldiers.

ii.	The _________________ (certain) of the petition outcome has made him very nervous.

iii.	No single female candidate won the ___________________ seat in the just concluded 
elections.	(Governor)

c)	Replace the following phrasal verbs with one word. (2 marks)

i.	The students have taken to the new teacher quite fast. ___________________________
	
ii.	Selfish leaders have brought about the fall of many states. _______________________


d)	Fill in the blank spaces in each sentence with the most appropriate choice from the ones provided. (3 marks)

i.	Odongo introduced Apundo and _________________ (her/she) to his father.

ii.	Mrs. Swazuri sent two students, __________________ (I, me) and John out of her class.

iii.	We are better than ____________________	(they, them).


e)	Use the correct order of adjectives in brackets to fill in the gaps. (2 marks)

i.	Karita is a ______________¬¬¬___________ (Kenyan, basketball, brilliant, short) player.

ii. My _________________________ laptop is very efficient. (ugly, small, old, dell, grey)


[bookmark: _GoBack]f)	Use prepositions to fill in the blank spaces. (2 marks)

i.	He was charged _________________________ murder.

ii.	He was willing to get the treasure __________________ any cost.     
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