GRADE 9
MARKING SCHEME
SOCIAL STUDIES MIDTERM 1 2026
SECTION A: (20 MARKS)
	Qn
	Answer
	Explanation / Guide

	1
	B
	The Children’s Act protects the right to education among other rights for children.

	2
	B
	Negotiation is a peaceful way of resolving family conflicts.

	3
	B
	Slaves were tortured, which was an example of social injustice.

	4
	B
	Inclusion promotes healthy relationships in multicultural societies.

	5
	C
	Weather stations need flat and open areas to accurately measure weather conditions.

	6
	C
	The Equator crosses Africa almost at the middle.

	7
	B
	Ethiopia was not colonized during the Scramble for Africa.

	8
	A
	Shaka Zulu organized the Zulu military strongly.

	9
	A
	Oral traditions were used to preserve historical information.

	10
	B
	The Indian Ocean slave trade caused enslavement and population loss.

	11
	B
	An entrepreneur starts and manages a business.

	12
	C
	The sun is overhead at the Tropic of Cancer on 21st June.

	13
	C
	Colonial rule led to development of transport systems in Africa.

	14
	D
	Madagascar is the largest island among the options.

	15
	A
	Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania is a prehistoric site.

	16
	C
	Pretoria is one of the capitals of South Africa.

	17
	C
	Pyramids are a tourist attraction in Egypt.

	18
	C
	Anemometer measures wind speed.

	19
	A
	Stone hand axes and bones belong to the Early Stone Age.

	20
	B
	Rainwater harvesting for irrigation is part of environmental conservation.


SECTION B: STRUCTURED QUESTIONS (80 MARKS)
PART 1: MAPWORK (10 MARKS)
21(a) Direction from sawmill to Bosa town along the weather road:
· Possible answer: South west
21(b) Distance along weather road from bridge to market:
· Example: 16 km 
21(c) Economic activities in the area (examples):
1. Farming / Crop cultivation
2. Trading / Commerce
3. Industry /factory-production
4. Forestry / Logging/saw milling
5. Craft making
6. Transport business
21(d) Types of vegetation in the area (examples):
1. Forest / Woodland
2. Shrubs / Bushland
22(a) Line of latitude through Kenya:
· Equator
22(b) Time in Nairobi if Dakar is 10:00 a.m. (45° east)
· 1:00 p.m.
22(c) Advantages of using maps:
1. Easy location identification
2. Understanding spatial distribution
3. Planning routes and transport
4. Studying physical and human features
5. Estimating distances
22(d) Methods to show relief on a map:
1. Contour lines
2. Spot heights
3. Shading / Hachures
4. Colour gradient
22(e) Island countries in Africa:
1. Madagascar
2. Seychelles
3. Mauritius
4. Comoros
PART 2: GEOGRAPHY (35 MARKS)
23(a) Define climate:
· Average weather conditions in a place over a long period.
23(b) Instrument measurements:
· Anemometer: Wind speed
· Wind vane: Wind direction
23(c) Factors influencing climate in Garissa:
1. Latitude / proximity to equator
2. Altitude
3. Ocean currents
4. Vegetation cover
5. Relief / topography
23(d) Ways of adapting to climate change:
1. Rainwater harvesting
2. Irrigation for crops
3. Planting drought-resistant crops
4. Livestock relocation / Pastoralism adjustment
24(a) Types of vegetation in Kenya:
1. Tropical Forest vegetation
2. Savannah vegetation
3. Grassland vegetation
4. Desert / Semi-arid vegetaton
5. Mangrove vegetation
6. Mountain vegetation
24(b) Factors influencing vegetation distribution:
1. Rainfall
2. Temperature
3. Soil type
4. Altitude
5. Human activities
24(c) Uses of vegetation to humans:
1. Firewood / Fuel
2. Building materials
3. Food / Fruits
4. Medicine
5. Fodder for animals
24(d) Methods of conserving vegetation:
1. Afforestation / Reforestation
2. Controlled grazing
3. Establishing national parks
4. Avoiding deforestation
5. Community tree planting programs
25(a) Define population structure:
· Distribution of population by age and sex in a country.
25(b) Differences between Kenya and Germany population structures:
1. Kenya has a broad base (youthful population)
2. Germany has a narrow base (aging population)
3. High birth rate in Kenya
4. Low birth rate in Germany
25(c) Factors influencing population structure:
1. Fertility rate
2. Mortality rate
3. Migration
4. Health services
5. Government policies
25(d) Effects of rapid population growth in Africa:
1. Pressure on education and health services
2. Unemployment
3. Overcrowding in urban areas
4. Environmental degradation
5. Food shortages
26(b) Differentiate rotation and revolution of Earth:
· Rotation: Earth spins on its axis
· Revolution: Earth moves around the sun
26(c) Effects of Earth’s rotation:
1. Day and night
2. Deflection of winds (Coriolis effect)
3. Movement of celestial bodies in the sky
4. Time zones
27(a) Planets F and G:
· F: Venus/evening star/
· G: Urenus/Green planet/
27(b) Effects of Earth’s rotation:
1. Day and night
2. Time zones
3. Rise and fall of ocean tides
4. Tilting of the earths axis
5. Wind patterns / Ocean currents
27(c) Characteristics of Mars:
1. Red planet
2. Has polar ice caps
3. Rocky surface
4. Has 2 moons/natural satellites
5. Last inner planet/rocky planet/terestrial planet
6. Has the tallest/largest mountain the solar system
7. Thin atmosphere
8. Two moons (Phobos and Deimos)
9. Can be seen in the evening 
10. Most explored planet for possibilities of life.(scientists have sent rovers to explore the planet)
11. Has no life
28(a) Methods of collecting data during fieldwork:
1. Observation
2. Interviews
3. Questionnaires / Surveys
4. Photography
5. Measurement / GPS
28(b) Challenges during fieldwork:
1. Harsh weather
2. Distance / transport difficulties
3. Language barriers
4. Limited resources
5. Safety risks
6. Unresponsive interviwees
7. Respondends can sometimes give false comments,responses.
8. Unfriendly respondends
9. Illiterate respondents
10. fatigue
28(c) Ways of overcoming challenges:
1. Adequate preparation
2. Using guides / local knowledge
3. Protective clothing
4. Sufficient transport and equipment
5. Enough funds
6. Motivate respondents
7. Carry out previsit
8. Language interpreter
9. Seek permission from authorities

28(d) Resources/equipment needed:
1. Maps
2. Compass / GPS
3. Notebooks / pens
4. Camera
5. Measuring tapes
6. Digging equipments
7. Bottles for keeping samples
8. Carrier bags
9. Drawing book
10. Mobile phone
11. Testing equipment
12. 
28(e) Importance of fieldwork:
1. Enhances observation skills
2. Collects primary data
3. Links theory to real life
29(a) Periods of the Stone Age:
1. Early Stone Age (Paleolithic)
2. Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic)
3. Late Stone Age (Neolithic)
29(b) Tools in Early Stone Age:
1. Hand axes
2. Choppers
3. Scrapers
29(c) Ways early humans obtained food:
1. Hunting
2. Gathering fruits and nuts
3. Fishing
29(d) Social/economic practices:
1. Sharing food
2. Group hunting
3. Use of shelters
4. Tool making
29(e) Benefits of fire discovery:
1. Cooking food
2. Protection from wild animals
3. Warmth
4. Light
30(a) Factors for growth of Swahili city-states:
1. Trade with Arabs and Persians
2. Fishing and agriculture
3. Strategic coastal location
4. Islamic influence
5. Skilled craftsmanship
30(b) Items traded along East African Coast:
1. Ivory
2. Gold
3. Spices
4. Slaves
5. Cloth
30(c) Contributions of Swahili civilization:
1. Architecture / Forts
2. Language (Swahili)
3. Trade and commerce practices
4. Cultural integration
30(d) Early visitors:
1. Arabs
2. Persians
3. Indians
4. Portuguees
5. 
31(a) Difference between slavery and servitude:
· Slavery: people are owned and have no freedom
· Servitude: people work under contract with some freedom
31(b) Regions affected by Indian Ocean slave trade:
1. East Africa
2. Arabian Peninsula
3. India
4. Syria
5. Iran
6. Iraq
7. Kenya
8. Zanzibar
9. Sofala
10. Madagascar
11. Mauritius
12. Comoros
13. Srilanka
14. India
15. Pakistan
16. Iran
17. Yemen
18. 
31(c) Factors leading to growth:
1. High demand for labour
2. European trade networks
3. Coastal city-states’ participation
4. Strategic location
5. Availability of slaves
6. Cheap labour
7. Boat making technology
8. Availability of deep natural harbours
9. Existence of political stability
31(d) Social effects:
1. Family separation
2. Loss of culture
3. Depopulation
32(i) Reasons for colonizing Africa:
1. Acquire raw materials
2. Expand markets
3. Strategic locations
4. Spread Christianity
5. Prestige / power
6. Acquire slaves for their farms and industries
32(ii) Colonial powers:
	African Country
	Colonial Power

	Senegal
	France

	Cameroon
	Germany

	Nigeria
	Britain


PART 4: CITIZENSHIP (5 MARKS)
33(a) Define poverty:
· Lack of basic needs such as food, shelter, education, and healthcare.
33(b) Causes of poverty in Africa:
1. Unemployment
2. Low income
3. Corruption
4. Poor education
5. Drought / famine
33(c) Effect of poverty on development:
· Low human capital
· Poor infrastructure
· Slow economic growth
33(d) Way of reducing poverty:
· Education and skill development
· Economic empowerment programs
· Microfinance
PART 5: LIFE SKILLS (5 MARKS)
34(a) Define human identity:
· Qualities, beliefs, and characteristics that make an individual unique.
34(b) Factors influencing individual differences:
1. Genetics / heredity
2. Culture / ethnicity
3. Religion
4. Education
5. Environment
34(c) Life skill to manage emotions:
· Self-control
· Stress management
· Emotional regulation
34(d) Importance of empathy:
· Builds strong relationships
· Promotes understanding and cooperation
· Reduces conflicts
34(e) Benefit of healthy multicultural relationships:
· Promotes social cohesion
· Cultural appreciation
· Peaceful coexistence
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