GRADE 9 MARKING SCHEME
ENGLISH PAPER 2 MIDTERM 1 2026
SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
Task 1: Composition
Prompt: “I never imagined that a simple trip to the market would change my life forever.”
Sample composition:
I never imagined that a simple trip to the market would change my life forever. That morning, I woke up early, feeling cheerful and ready to buy vegetables for our family lunch. As I walked through the busy market, I noticed a small, crowded stall at the corner selling old books. Curiosity drew me closer, and I picked up a dusty book about inventions.
While browsing, the shopkeeper started talking to me about science and creativity. I was amazed by the stories of inventors who changed the world with simple ideas. Suddenly, an idea struck me—I could create something useful using items at home!
Excited, I rushed back and shared my idea with my elder brother. Together, we experimented and eventually made a small solar-powered lamp. Our invention caught the attention of a local competition, and to my surprise, we won first prize!
That simple trip to the market had sparked a passion for innovation in me. It taught me that opportunities could be found in unexpected places, and curiosity could truly change your life.
Marks breakdown:
· Clear beginning with the sentence given (3 mks)
· Logical sequence of events (4 mks)
· Creative ideas / originality (4 mks)
· Proper grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary (4 mks)
SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
Task 2: Oral Literature – The Clever Monkey (10 mks)
(a) Part of the story showing cleverness:
· The monkey tricks the crocodile by claiming his heart is left on the tree.
· Evidence: “Oh, my dear friend, I left my heart hanging on the tree.”
(b) Two suggestions for oral performance to make friends laugh:
1. Use exaggerated facial expressions when the monkey acts scared or cunning.
2. Use funny voices for the crocodile and monkey to dramatize the dialogue.
· Other ideas: add pauses before punchline, mimic jumping to safety.
(c) Character trait of the crocodile with evidence:
· Deceitful / cunning, because he planned to eat the monkey’s heart.
(d) Two examples of dialogue:
1. “Oh, my dear friend, I left my heart hanging on the tree.”
2. “You cannot eat it without it.”
(e) Lesson from the story:
· Think quickly in dangerous situations.
· Do not trust everyone blindly.
· Cleverness can help solve problems.
Task 3: Poetry – The Sun and the Rain (5 mks)
(a) Number of lines: 4
(b) Rhyming pattern: AABB
· Explanation: “field/yield” (A) and “sky/high” (B)
(c) Message about nature:
· Rain and sun help plants grow; nature works together to sustain life.
· Alternative phrasing: Sun and rain are important for growth; appreciate nature.
Task 4: Play – Act One Scene Two (10 mks)
(a) Scene location: Classroom
(b) Teacher’s lesson:
· Plan time effectively; prioritize education over other activities.
(c) Two positive traits of teacher with evidence:
1. Responsible – ensures students submit assignments on time.
2. Patient – listens to students’ explanation and gives them another chance.
(d) Lesson about responsibility:
· Students should manage time well and fulfill their duties.
· Alternative: Completing tasks on time shows responsibility.
Task 5: Novella – The Mysterious Footprints (10 mks)
(a) Time setting: Late at night
(b) Two traits of Lila with evidence:
1. Observant – notices strange footprints.
2. Calm / cautious – investigates quietly with her brother.
(c) Two other characters:
· Ken (brother)
· The cat (animal causing mischief)
(d) Effect of dialogue:
· Helps advance the story; shows cooperation between siblings; creates suspense.
· Alternative: Makes the story more engaging and realistic.
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