MARKING SCHEME 
GRADE 9 AGRICULTURE MIDTERM TERM 1, 2026 
SECTION A: (30 MARKS)
	Qn No.
	Answer
	Explanation / Guide

	1
	C
	A good water catchment surface should be smooth, clean, and sloped. Porous surfaces allow water to seep and reduce collection efficiency.

	2
	B
	Limited rainfall and dirty surfaces make harvesting water challenging. Excess storage or overflow prevention are management issues, not challenges.

	3
	B
	Making ugali croutons conserves leftover food instead of wasting it.

	4
	B
	Reheating food kills harmful bacteria, ensuring food safety.

	5
	B
	Adding dhania to leftover rice shows creativity and conservation of food.

	6
	C
	Not throwing away leftover food saves resources and reduces food waste.

	7
	A
	Cleaning kitchen counters ensures hygiene and reduces pests and germs.

	8
	B
	Washing walls and cupboards is done weekly, not daily or occasionally.

	9
	A
	A plain seam is used to join two pieces of fabric.

	10
	A
	The meal has components from all food groups: carbohydrates (sweet potatoes, rice), protein (liver), vitamins (orange juice, cabbage).

	11
	A
	Overcooking vegetables reduces vitamin content.

	12
	B
	Storing excess fodder during dry season is known as hay making.

	13
	B
	Compacting dry grass into bales improves storage and transport.

	14
	A
	Dome-shaped hay stacks prevent rainwater entry and improve ventilation.

	15
	A
	Mixing legumes with grass increases protein and mineral content of hay.

	16
	A
	The innovative chicken waterer saves cost and provides clean water.

	17
	A
	Hay quality depends on factors such as the time it is cut.

	18
	B
	Dirty water in troughs shows challenges of traditional waterers.

	19
	C
	Combining crops, livestock, and fish is called integrated farming.

	20
	B
	Animal waste can be recycled as organic manure.

	21
	B
	Fish pond water enriches the soil in vegetable gardens.

	22
	A
	ICT services help farmers plan planting using weather forecasts.

	23
	B
	Extension officers provide advice and training to farmers.

	24
	B
	Veterinary officers treat diseases and vaccinate animals.

	25
	A
	Strip cropping reduces soil erosion and preserves topsoil.

	26
	A
	Runoff occurs when rainwater flows over the surface instead of infiltrating.

	27
	A
	The roof acts as a catchment surface for rainwater.

	28
	B
	Fish and poultry are dressed, gutted, and cleaned before cooking.

	29
	B
	Family service places dishes on the table for everyone to serve themselves.

	30
	B
	Freezing meat preserves its freshness and nutrients.


SECTION B: STRUCTURED QUESTIONS (50 Marks)
PART A: AGRICULTURE (25 Marks)
31. Crop establishment
a) Method used: broadcasting
b) Crops:
1. Napier grass
2. Sweet potatoes
3. Sugarcane
4. Banana
c) Advantages:
5. Rapid multiplication of crops
6. Preserves desirable characteristics
7. Reduces cost of buying seeds
8. Can be used in areas with poor seed availability
32. Animal waterers
a) Animal waterer: A device or structure used to provide clean water to animals.
b) Challenges of existing waterers:
1. Contamination with dirt or feces
2. Spillage and wastage of water
3. Lack of durability / breakage
4. Difficult to clean
5. Limited water availability
c) Importance of innovative waterers:
6. Provide clean water and prevent diseases
7. Reduce water wastage
8. Easy to clean
9. Cost-effective
33. Integrated farming
a) Components:
1. Poultry
2. Fish ponds
3. Vegetable gardens
4. Dairy animals
b) Importance:
5. Efficient use of resources
6. Reduces production costs
7. Provides diversified food and income
8. Recycles waste (animal manure to crops, crop residues to feed)
c) Relationship: Pond water can be used to irrigate vegetables.
34. Soil erosion / Conservation
a) Types of soil erosion:
1. Sheet erosion
2. Gully erosion
3. Rill erosion
4. Splash erosion
b) Soil conservation methods:
5. Contour farming
6. Terracing
7. Planting cover crops
8. Mulching
9. Strip cropping
c) Reason for maintaining structures: Prevents land degradation and preserves fertility.
35. Forage conservation
a) Methods of conserving hay:
· Method A: Baling
· Method B: 
b) Advantages of Method A:
1. Preserves nutrients if done correctly
2. Easy to store and transport
3. Less expensive than silage
c) Materials required for hay making:
4. Grass / Legumes
5. Wooden box / rake
6. Knife / sickle
7. Storage dome / tarpaulin
d) Factors to consider:
8. Type of forage
9. Moisture content
10. Storage facilities
11. Intended use (feeding period)
PART B: HOME SCIENCE (25 Marks)
36. Balanced diet
a) Components:
1. Carbohydrates
2. Proteins
3. Vitamins and minerals
4. Fats and oils
5. Water
b) Importance:
6. Provides energy
7. Helps growth and repair of body tissues
8. Strengthens immunity
9. Improves mental alertness
37. Leftover food conservation
a) Ways of conserving:
1. Refrigeration
2. Freezing
3. Reheating before use
4. Drying (for some foods)
b) Reasons:
5. Prevents wastage
6. Saves resources and money
7. Reduces hunger
c) Example:
· Fried rice, ugali croutons, chapati rolls, vegetable stew
38. Kitchen hygiene
a) Daily cleaning practices:
1. Washing dishes
2. Cleaning countertops
3. Sweeping the floor
4. Cleaning utensils
5. Cleaning cutting boards
b) Importance:
6. Prevents spread of germs
7. Reduces pests
8. Maintains food safety
9. Improves appearance of kitchen
39. Blue plate service
a) Characteristics:
1. Each plate contains a complete meal
2. Served directly to the plate from the kitchen
b) Advantages:
3. Easy and quick serving
4. Ensures portion control
5. Maintains hygiene
c) Other meal service style: Buffet service / Family service / Platter service
40. Clothing construction
a) Factors for choosing seams:
1. Type of fabric
2. Purpose of the garment
3. Strength required
4. Cost
b) Types of seams:
5. Plain seam
6. French seam
7. Overlocked seam
8. Lapped seam
c) Importance of seams:
9. Join pieces of fabric securely
10. Enhance durability of household items
11. Improve appearance
12. Prevent fraying
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