MARKING SCHEME
 GRADE 8 SOCIAL STUDIES KJSEA 2026
SECTION A (20 Marks)
	Q No
	Answer
	Explanation / Guide

	1
	B
	Latitude T on Africa map is the Tropic of Capricon.

	2
	A
	River Tana provides water for irrigation and livestock.

	3
	D
	Mount Kilimanjaro is near Kenya–Tanzania border.

	4
	B
	Ogiek were originally hunters and gatherers.

	5
	A
	Great Zimbabwe ruins show skilled metalwork and trade.

	6
	A
	Indian Ocean slave trade developed due to Arab demand for labor.

	7
	A
	Islam spread along the East African Coast due to slave trade.

	8
	B
	Zulu kingdom became powerful due to strong leadership under Shaka.

	9
	A
	Asante kingdom was located in present-day Ghana.

	10
	B
	Ogiek mainly lived in Mt. Kenya region.

	11
	C
	Greenwich Meridian divides earth into Eastern and Western hemispheres.

	12
	A
	Constitution of Kenya guarantees right to free speech.

	13
	A
	Citizenship can be acquired by birth, registration, or naturalization.

	14
	A
	Negotiation is a peaceful conflict resolution method.

	15
	B
	Promoting unity shows the value of tolerance.

	16
	C
	Scientific theory states humans evolved from apes.

	17
	A
	Obeying the law is a duty of responsible citizens.

	18
	C
	Cartographer is a person who draws maps.

	19
	A
	Early visitors to East African coast came to trade and spread religion.

	20
	B
	Judiciary interprets laws in Kenya.


SECTION B – Structured Questions (80 Marks)
PART 1: MAPWORK (10 Marks)
21. Mukhonje Area Map
i. (a) Settlement pattern in the northern part:
· Clustered settlement
(b) Reason:
· Presence of coffee/sisal plantations
ii. Direction of the church from the tea factory:
· South  west
iii. (a) Main religion in southern part:
· Christianity 
(b) Feature supporting answer:
· Church –presence of church in the area
iv. Two reasons people rely on the river:
· Water for domestic use
· Water for irrigation-tea/maize/coffee
· Water for livestock
v. (a) Cash crop grown:
· Tea, Coffee,sisal
(b) Physical factor favoring crop:
· Fertile soils for growing coffee,tea,sisal
· Suitable rainfall / climate in the area
· Altitude / temperature
· River for irrigation
vi. Reasons Mukhonje town developed at current location:
· Near river for water supply
· Along main road / transport route
· Fertile soils / good land
· Market / trade center
· Nearness to the river
· Between farming areas of coffee,maize and sisal
· Improved social amenities like hospital and stadium
· 
vii. Suggested improvement in transport:
· Build / improve roads/junction of tarmac roads
· Public transport
· Feeder roads
· Reduced fare
· Construction of bus terminas
PART 2: GEOGRAPHY (35 Marks)
22. Nandi Hills Observation
(a) Relief:
· Difference in height between high and low areas of land.
(b) Two physical features in highland areas:
· Mountains / Hills / Plateaus / Escarpments / Valleys
(c) Two benefits of rivers:
· Water supply for domestic use
· Irrigation / agriculture
· Fishing
· Transport / trade / hydropower
(d) One negative effect of living in lowland areas:
· Flooding
· Poor drainage / disease prevalence
· Scarcity of water
(e) Continents mentioned:
i. Tim: Europe.
ii. Wendel: Australia.
iii. Danny: South Amenrica
iv. Alice: Africa.
23. Three branches of social studies:
· History, 
· Geography,
· Citizenship
24. Three entrepreneurial opportunities from social studies:
· Tourism / Guide services
· Map-making / Cartography services
· Teaching / Tutoring social studies
· Research / Consultancy
· Publication of social studies materials
25. Capitals:
a) Libya – Tripoli
b) Namibia – Windhoek
c) Central African Republic – Bangui
26. Passing star theory (origin of earth):
· Earth formed from a passing star that passed close to the sun.
· Dust and gas from the star condensed to form earth.
· Sun’s gravity captured earth into orbit.
27. Time difference calculation:
· Monrovia 120°W → Addis Ababa 38°E
· Total difference = 120 + 38 = 158° → 158 ÷ 15 ≈ 10h 32m ahead
· Time in Addis Ababa = 8:00am + 10h32m ≈ 6:32pm
28. Two countries crossed by Tropic of Cancer:
· Egypt
· Saudi Arabia
· India / Mexico / Morocco (other options)
29. Two components of solar system:
· Sun / Planets / Asteroids / Moon / Comets / Meteoroids
30. Effects of earth’s revolution:
· Seasons (summer, winter, autumn, spring)
· Changes in day length / temperature variation
· Causes a change in the position of the midday sun
· Causes leap year/normal year/365 ¼ days/366 days
· Causes solar eclipse
31. Weather measuring instruments:
A – Windvane (Element:Wind       Function:Direction of wind)
B – Windsock (Element:Wind       Function: Strength and direction of wind)
32. Two ways weather info is useful to farmers:
· Planning planting and harvesting
· Preventing crop damage from floods / drought / storms
33. Dates sun is overhead the equator:
· 21st March / 23rd September (Equinoxes)
PART 3: HISTORY (25 Marks)
34. Early human life
(a) Religious theory (Muslim view):
· Humans created by God / Allah
· Adam and Eve were the first humans
(b) Scientific theory:
· Humans evolved from primates / apes over millions of years
· Fossil evidence supports evolution
(c) Two early archaeological sites:
· Olduvai Gorge (Tanzania)
· Laetoli (Tanzania)
· Koobi Fora (Kenya)
(d) Ways early humans obtained food:
· Hunting wild animals
· Gathering fruits, nuts, and roots
(e) Why Africa is cradle of mankind:
· Oldest human fossils found in Africa
· Earliest evidence of human evolution discovered there
35. Organization of African societies
(a) Role of Asante King:
· Leadership / governance / justice / military command
(b) Reasons Zulu became strong:
· Strong leadership under Shaka
· Military organization / discipline
· Use of iron weapons
(c) Ogiek adaptation to forest life:
· Hunting and gathering
· Building shelters from forest resources
(d) Two similarities in African societies:
· Existence of kings / chiefs
· Clan / family based organization
(e) Two social characteristics of Asante:
· Strong hierarchical structure
· Community participation in decisions
· Skilled in crafts / trade
36. Indian Ocean slave trade
(a) Slave trade definition:
· Buying, selling, and transporting humans as slaves for labor.
(b) Two main routes:
· East Africa → Arabia
· East Africa → India / Persia / Madagascar
(c) Ways slaves were obtained:
· Wars / raids
· Kidnapping / capture
· bought
(d) Effects on East African coast:
· Depopulation
· Cultural exchange (spread of Islam)
· Disruption of families
(e) Goods exchanged:
· Ivory, gold, spices, cloth, iron tools
PART 4: CITIZENSHIP (5 Marks)
37. (a) Citizen:
· A person who legally belongs to a country by birth, registration, or naturalization.
(b) Two ways of demonstrating democracy in school:
· Participating in elections
· Voting in class or school council
· Respecting majority decisions
· Participating in debates
(c) Two responsibilities of class prefect:
· Maintaining discipline in class/school
· Assisting the teacher
· Supervising classmates
· Representing the classmates during meetings
PART 5: LIFE SKILLS (5 Marks)
38. (a) Value definition:
· Principles or beliefs that guide behavior and decision-making.
(b) Two values promoting good relationships:
· Respect
· Honesty
· Tolerance
· Cooperation
(c) Two ways of managing peer pressure:
· Saying “No” / assertiveness
· Avoiding negative peer groups
· Seeking advice from elders / mentors
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