[image: ]KENYA JUNIOR SCHOOL EDUCATION ASSESSMENT
GRADE 8           TERM 1              FEBRUARY 2026
ENGLISH PAPER 1 CKEAB 002
(Reading Comprehension, Oral Skills and Grammar)
Time - 1 hour 40 minutes
LEARNER’S DETAILS
Name: ________________________________________________.  School: _____________________________________
Assessment Number: _____________________________.      Date: ______________________________.
School Code: ____________________________.                 Signature: ____________________________.
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES (Please read these instructions carefully)
1. You have been given this question paper and a separate answer sheet. The question paper consists of 50 Multiple Choice Questions. Answer ALL the questions.
2. Do any necessary rough work in this question paper.
3. When you have chosen your answer, mark it on the ANSWER SHEET, NOT in this question paper.
HOW TO USE THE ANSWER SHEET
4. Keep the answer sheet clean and do not fold it.
5. Use an ordinary (HB) pencil.
6. Confirm that the answer sheet you have been provided with has the following:
YOUR ASSESSMENT            NUMBER YOUR NAME     NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL        NAME OF THE SUBJECT-ENGLISH-                                -002-                         - Paper Code 901/1-

7. For each of the questions, 1 – 50, four choices are given. The choices are lettered A, B, C and D. The letters are written inside circles. In each case, only ONE of the four choices is correct. Choose the correct answer.
8. On the answer sheet, show the correct answer by completely shading inside the circle which has the letter you have chosen.
9. Do not make any marks outside the circles. Be sure of your answer before shading the circle.
Example: In the Question paper:
40. Which one of the following means the opposite of the word “better”?
A. Weak      wrong        worse      wasted
The correct answer is C.
On the answer sheet: In the set of circles numbered 40, shade inside the circle with the letter C printed in it, as indicated below.
	40.
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10. Your shading MUST be inside the circle.
11. For each question, shade ONLY ONE circle.
This paper has 16 printed pages. Please check out to ensure all pages are printed
Turn over
PASSAGE 1:
Read the story below and answer questions 1–6.
Something unusual happened to Mary. She never knew she had a twin sister until she joined university! Mary was born in Ugenya, but her parents could not care for both children, so relatives took them in separately. Mary grew up in Nairobi while her twin, Lucia, was raised in Meru.
When Mary joined university in Kiambu, everyone kept calling her Lucia. Curious, she searched for this mysterious girl. Finally, she got Lucia’s contact and wrote to her. The two realized they shared the same birthday, parents, and even looked alike. It was true—they were long-lost twin sisters!

1. Where was Mary born?
A. Nairobi  B. Meru  C. Ugenya  D. Kiambu
2. Why did Mary’s parents send her away?
A. They moved abroad.
B. They could not raise both twins.
C. They were working in another town.
D. They wanted her to study.
3. Where was Lucia raised?
A. Meru  B. Ugenya  C. Nairobi  D. Kisumu
4. What made people confuse Mary for Lucia?
A. They shared the same clothes.
B. They looked alike.
C. They were classmates.
D. They lived in the same house.
5. What did Mary do after hearing about Lucia?
A. Ignored the story.
B. Went home to her parents.
C. Wrote to Lucia.
D. Met her immediately.
6. Which of the following best describes this story?
A. Sad  B. Surprising  C. Funny  D. Boring






PASSAGE 2:
Read and answer questions 7–11.
Mr. Naliaka was heartbroken. His young puppy, Spark, had disappeared from his home in Kakamega. Spark was a small, white dog with brown ears and a short tail. After searching everywhere, Mr. Naliaka decided to ask for help. He made colourful posters and hung them at the shopping centre.
The next morning, a neighbour called to say she had seen a dog like Spark near the market. When Mr. Naliaka arrived, Spark ran into his arms. Everyone clapped happily as Spark wagged his tail.

7. What is the name of Mr. Naliaka’s puppy?
A. Spot  B. Spark  C. Spike  D. Sugar
8. What colour was the puppy?
A. Brown with white ears       B. White with brown ears
C. Black and white                 D. Grey
9. What did Mr. Naliaka do to find his pet?
A. Called the police
B. Wrote letters
C. Made posters
D. Went to the forest
10. Where was Spark found?
A. Near the forest
B. At home
C. Near the market
D. At the police station
11. How did people feel when Spark was found?
A. Angry
B. Sad
C. Happy
D. Confused






PASSAGE 3:Read and answer questions 12–16.
When I was younger, I never liked reading books. My mother always encouraged me to read, but I preferred playing football. One day during a rainy afternoon, my friend Brian lent me an adventure book. I opened the first page and could not stop reading! From that day, I started visiting the school library daily. Reading has now become my favourite hobby.

12. What did the writer dislike at first?
A. Writing poems
B. Reading books
C. Playing football
D. Going to school
13. Who introduced the writer to reading?
A. His teacher
B. His mother
C. His friend Brian
D. His sister
14. When did the writer begin to read?
A. On a rainy day
B. During holidays
C. In the morning
D. At night
15. What helped the writer enjoy reading?
A. A new book from a friend
B. His mother’s warning
C. A class assignment
D. A visit to the market
16. What is the main lesson from the passage?
A. Friends can influence our habits positively.
B. Playing football is fun.
C. Books are boring.
D. Rainy days are lazy days.
20. What is the main purpose of this data?
A. To record waste for recycling.
B. To advertise the club.
C. To show the number of learners.
D. To report lost items.

Read the passage below. It contains blank spaces numbered 21-35. For blank spaces choose the best alternative from the choices given
I ___21___to study late ___22___ the night to prepare for my essay. ___23___ in the hall ___24___ everyone also was ___25___, a ___26___ slight noise frightened me. I ___27___ that ___28___ was someone ___29___me.
Every time the curtain ___30___ in the ___31___, my heart missed ___32___. When my ___33___ dog ___34___, I broke ___35___  in goose bumps.
	  
	 A 
	 B 
	 C
	 D 

	 21. 
	 have 
	 had 
	 ought 
	 get 

	 22.
	 in
	 at
	 on
	 into 

	 23.
	 Alone 
	 Lonely 
	 Lonesome 
	 Once 

	 24.
	 after
	 while
	 when
	 before

	 25.
	 asleep 
	 sleepy
	 dreamy
	 dreaming 

	 26.
	 quite
	 very
	 too
	 much

	27.
	 knew
	 assured 
	 imagined
	 think

	28.
	 then
	 their
	 it
	 there

	29.
	 in front of 
	 above
	 below
	 behind

	 30. 
	 tossed
	 fluttered
	 flattered
	 teased

	 31.
	 wind
	 rain
	 gale
	 moon

	 32.
	 a bit
	 abit
	 a beat
	 abeat

	 33.
	 neighbouring 
	 neighbour 
	 neighbours' 
	 neighbour's 

	 34.
	 hissed
	 barked
	 yelled
	 yelped

	 35. 
	 out
	 off
	 up
	 down




For questions 36-38, choose the correct form of adjective 
36. Joy is my ____________________ sister.
A. older
B. eldest
C. more old
D. elder
37. Of the twins, Tom is the ______________________ one.
A. clever
B. more cleverer
C. cleverer
D. cleverest
38. Nairobi is the ________________ city in Kenya.
A. most populous
B. more populous
C. most pepulace
D. most dense
For questions 39-40, complete appropriately
39. Do you prefer coffee______________ tea?
A. or
B. and
C. to
D. with
40. Scarcely had I walked in, ____________-
A. than he arrived
B. when he arrived
C. as he arrived
D. until he arrived


Use the correct form of the verb in the following questions. 
41. None of my friends __________________ that has been going on.
A. attend
B. are attending
C. attends
D. attending
42. Either Kay or her friends ___________________ come.
A. have
B. has
C. is
D. were being
For questions 23-25, select the best preposition.
36. I told him _____________________ his face that he was a disgrace to our family.
A. on
B. in
C. at
D. to
37. How much money do you have, __________________ you?
A. by
B. with 
C. in
D. on
38. We congratulated them _____________________________ their incredible performance.
A. for
B. on
C. with
D. of

Read the passage below to answer questions 39-38
Is it possible to predict the future? Can we know something before it has taken place? For those of us who do not think it possible, let us look at the case of Janet Henley.
One day, Janet, a colleague of Linda's, a nurse, told Linda that she had dreamt something terrible. Apparently, in her dream, Linda was trapped in a store-room in the hospital and fire was engulfing her. Janet could not remember the ending to the dream. Linda laughed it away as "Overwork!" The dream came again two days later. This time, she saw Linda trying hard to escape but unable to do so because the door was stuck. However, Janet also saw a large hammer in the corner of the room. She related the events to Linda again. Two days later, she dreamt the same thing again. This time she was scared as the number ten kept appearing too.
She got up the next day and felt depressed When she reached the hospital, she realized that the date that day was the tenth. She told Linda, "Please be careful - remember my dream - it's the tenth today." Linda shrugged it off as another crazy dream
At about eleven in the morning, Linda had to get some plasters and bandages for an emergency case from the store-room. As she was rummaging through the shelves for more bandages, she smelt smoke. Before she knew it, there was an explosion and bottles started cracking in the heat. She ran to the door to escape and found it locked. Suddenly, she remembered Janet's dreams. Looking around her frantically, she saw a large hammer leaning against the wall! She grabbed it quickly, broke the lock and scrambled out to safety.
After the firemen had put out the fire and everyone was safe, Linda related what had happened in the store-room to Janet. She added, "I remember you saying there was a hammer in your dream. You know what - that's what saved me. You are psychic!"
It was a scary thought for Janet but she was pleased that her dreams had saved Linda. She never dreamt anything like that again but she could never understand how she knew about the fire.
Was it really a dream or was it a premonition? Was it God's way or just a fantastic coincidence? As you can see, there is no rational explanation — or, at least, I cannot think of one. Can you?

39. 
40. According to paragraph one, it's true to say that
A. It is not possible to predict the future. 
B. Everyone thinks it's impossible to predict the future.
C. Some people believe it's possible to predict the future.
D. We always know things before they happen.
41. What was Janet's first dream about Linda?
A. Linda was killed in a fire.
B. Linda was trapped in a lift with fire engulfing her.
C. There was a hammer in a corner
D. Linda was trapped in a store-room with fire engulfing her.
42. What would the meaning of the word colleague be as used in the passage?
A. Workmate
B. Acquaintance
C. Ally
D. Antagonist
43. According to Linda, Janet's dreams were as a result of
A. tension
B. anger
C. burnout
D. exhaustion
44. On the night before the actual fire, Janet
A. was very depressed
B. dreamt about the number ten
C. slept well
D. dreamt that Linda managed to escape
45. What did Janet think the number ten meant in her dream?
A. Linda would be trapped at ten O'clock 
B. It would happen on her tenth birthday
C. Linda would be caught in the fire on the tenth
D. Ten bottles would explode in the store-room
46. Linda went to the storeroom because
A. she needed some peace
B. there was an explosion
C. she had to get some medical items there 
D. she was to swathe bandages and plasters
47. Linda believed in Janet's story when
A. Janet said, "I told you!"
B. She found herself locked in the storeroom C
C. The fireman arrived
D. She saw the bottles exploding




48. What saved Linda from dying in the fire?
A. The broken lock
B. The hammer in Janet's dream and its position
C. The explosion broke the lock
D. The firemen saved her
49. Janet was scared when the whole incident was over because
A. her friend was safe
B. the store-room was on fire
C. the firemen arrived late
D. her dream became reality
50. Was the whole thing a dream? 
A. It was coincidence
B. There was no explanation for what happened
C. It was God's way
D. It was only a dream
51. Who is a psychic?
A. A person who sees a hammer in a dream
B. A person who can predict a fire
C. A person that is able to know what ma happen in future
D. A nurse with special power
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