KENYA JUNIOR SCHOOL EDUCATION ASSESSMENT
MARKING SCHEME
GRADE 7: SOCIAL STUDIES– TERM 1 – JANUARY 2026
SECTION A: (20 MARKS)
	Qn No
	Answer
	Explanation

	1
	B
	The structure is a monument because it commemorates an event/person. A museum displays artifacts, cultural centres promote culture, scarecrow is unrelated.

	2
	A
	The house shown is a traditional Maasai house (Manyatta). Other communities have different house styles.

	3
	D
	A timetable shows all activities scheduled in a school. Motto is a guiding phrase; mission is the school’s aim; calendar shows dates of events.

	4
	A
	Lake Naivasha is a water body, not a relief feature. Plateaus, plains, hills are relief features.

	5
	B
	Country marked P is Sudan. Harare – Zimbabwe; Khartoum – Sudan; Juba – South Sudan.

	6
	B
	Barter trade is exchange of goods/services without money. Money trade and currency trade involve cash; community trade is general.

	7
	D
	Cess is a tax on goods brought into markets. License, permit, and fees are different types of government charges.

	8
	C
	Tanzania borders Kenya to the south. Somalia – east; Uganda – west; South Sudan – north.

	9
	C
	The method described is traditional farming: uses simple tools, family labor, grows traditional crops. Subsistence farming is similar but emphasizes producing for family consumption.

	10
	A
	Female genital mutilation is harmful. Weddings, circumcision, and education are positive social practices.

	11
	D
	Coastal areas near the Indian Ocean have tropical climate. Mountain and desert climates are in other areas. Modified equatorial is near equator with rainfall variations.

	12
	B
	Asians came to Kenya to work on the Kenya–Uganda railway. Europeans supervised; Cushites and Semites did not come for railway work.

	13
	C
	Animal diseases are controlled by government veterinary services. Inadequate rainfall is natural, poor roads and transport costs are infrastructure/economic issues.

	14
	C
	Roundabout ahead is the correct meaning of the circular road sign. Stop sign is different shape; sharp bend differs; no entry is a different symbol.

	15
	A
	Indirect democracy – citizens elect representatives to make rules. Direct democracy – citizens make decisions directly. Sovereign democracy/people’s power democracy are general terms.

	16
	A
	Kenya’s north-west borders South Sudan. Ethiopia – north-east; Somalia – east; Uganda – west.

	17
	C
	Ox-bow lake is a U-shaped lake formed from river meander cut-off. Correct diagram shows U-shaped curve.

	18
	A
	Obedience and respect promote peace. Conflict, selfishness, jealousy, dishonesty disrupt peace.

	19
	D
	The first activity in a school enterprise is to decide the type of project. Roles, selling, and profit sharing come later.

	20
	A
	A judge listens to evidence and makes decisions. Maintaining law, resolving disputes, and policy making are related roles but distinct.





SECTION B: STRUCTURED QUESTIONS (80 MARKS)
PART 1: MAPWORK (10 MARKS)
1. Direction from school to Lake Kasol:
· South-West 
2. Office to resolve trading disputes:
· Possible answers: Chief’s office.
3. Modern means of transport:
· Road transport 
4a. Four cardinal points:
· North (N), South (S), East (E), West (W)
[image: Cardinal Directions and Ordinal Directions - Geography Realm]
4b. Direction between South and East:
· South-East (SE)
4c. Map symbols:
· River – wavy line


· Settlement – small circle or dot


· Forest – green shaded area or tree symbol
[image: ]



4d. Two ways maps are used:
· Navigation / finding directions
· Planning routes / trips
· Land survey / property demarcation
· Studying physical features
PART 2: GEOGRAPHY (35 MARKS)
5. Weather element causing trees to sway:
· Wind / Air movement / Breeze / Strong gusts
6. Characteristics of tropical climate:
· High temperatures all year
· High rainfall, often over 2000 mm per year
· Humidity is high
· Two seasons – wet and dry
· Lush vegetation, forests
7. Historic built environments in coastal region:
· Fort Jesus, Gedi ruins, Lamu old town, Shanga settlement
8. Reasons for conserving cultural centres:
· Preserve cultural heritage
· Educate future generations
· Promote tourism
· Protect historical artifacts
9. Language group in area Q:
· Bantu 
10. National park marked P:
· Sibiloi National Park
11. Mineral at area R:
·  limestone
12. Country marked N:
· South Sudan 
13. Interdependence among language groups:
· Trade of goods and services
· Sharing cultural practices
· Marriage / social ties
· Political collaboration
14. Tourist attractions:
· National parks, beaches, cultural festivals, historical sites, mountains
15. Early means of transport still in use:
· Donkeys, camels, ox-drawn carts, boats
16. Ways modern transport promotes development:
· Quick movement of goods and people
· Encourages trade and tourism
· Access to markets and healthcare
· Reduces travel time
17. Ways of conserving water:
· Rainwater harvesting
· Fixing leaking pipes
· Using water wisely / efficient irrigation
· Avoiding water pollution
18. Other freshwater fishing grounds:
· Lake Victoria, Lake Turkana, Lake Naivasha, rivers Tana / Ewaso Ng’iro
19. Physical features in Kenya:
· Mountains (Mount Kenya), Hills (Ngong), Plateaus (Yatta), Lakes (Victoria), Valleys (Rift Valley)
20. Uses of drainage features:
· Supply water for domestic and industrial use
· Irrigation
· Fishing
· Transportation / hydroelectric power
21. Climatic regions in Kenya:
· Equatorial / Tropical / Arid / Semi-arid / Highland / Coastal
22. Elements of weather:
· Temperature, Rainfall / precipitation, Wind / air movement, Humidity, Cloud cover
PART 3: HISTORY (25 MARKS)
23. Ways to conserve historic built environments:
· Fencing and guarding monuments
· Awareness campaigns
· Proper maintenance / repairs
· Avoiding vandalism / defacing
24. Pattern of population distribution:
· scattered
25. Benefits of interdependence in county:
· Access to diverse products
· Economic growth / trade
· Social cohesion / peaceful coexistence
· Skill and knowledge sharing
26. Aspects of traditional culture in county:
· Traditional dances, music, food, clothing, ceremonies
27. Benefits of traditional culture:
· Preserves identity
· Promotes social cohesion
· Provides moral guidance
· Encourages respect for elders
28. Western Bantu communities:
· Kikuyu, Luhya, Kisii, Meru, Kamba
29. Plain Nilotic communities:
· Luo, Kalenjin, Maasai, Teso, Turkana, Samburu
30. Luo groups that entered Kenya:
· Joka Jok, Padhola, Nyoro, Alur
31. Population density terms:
· Densely populated, sparsely populated
32. Population density of Kahoya:
· Formula: Density = Population / Area = 8000 ÷ 200 = 40 people per km²
PART 4: CITIZENSHIP (5 MARKS)
33. Role of children’s government:
· Represent learners’ interests
· Organize school events
· Promote discipline / monitor rules
34. Fastest means of communication for urgent message:
· Phone call, SMS, WhatsApp, school public address system
35. Reasons to obey school rules:
· Promote discipline
· Ensure safety
· Promote fairness and equality
· Encourage good behavior and learning environment
PART 5: LIFE SKILLS (5 MARKS)
36. Benefits of woodwork industry to county:
· Employment creation
· Revenue generation / taxes
· Skills development
· Raw materials for other industries
37. Suitable income-generating school projects:
· Poultry farming
· Vegetable gardening
· Bee-keeping
· Craft making / tailoring / soap making
38. Value promoted through African Traditional Education:
· Respect for elders
· Honesty
· Hard work
· Community cooperation



NOTE TO FACILITATORS (TEACHERS):
The marking scheme provided is not exhaustive. Facilitators are advised to use their professional judgment when awarding marks. Any correct, relevant, and scientifically or contextually acceptable answer that demonstrates understanding of the concepts should be credited. Where examples are required, learners may provide other valid examples apart from those listed in the scheme.
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