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	TASK
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	A	
	
	

	Task 1 (Composition)
	15
	

	B
	
	

	Task 2 (Oral Literature)
	14
	

	Task 3 (Poetry)
	11
	

	Task 4 (Novella)
	10
	

	Total
	50
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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
Write your composition in the spaces provided. Write a story that ends with the words:
“…from that day, I promised myself never to ignore a small act of kindness again.”
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE (10 marks)
Read the narrative below and answer the questions that follow.
The Greedy Hyena
Long ago, during a season of hunger, the hyena overheard a rumor about two feasts happening in nearby villages. Unable to decide which one to attend, he chose to go to both. He placed one leg on the path to the first village and the other leg on the path to the second.
He stretched and struggled, hoping to reach both feasts at once, but instead, he fell and split into two. From that day, people say, hyenas always walk with an awkward limp.
Questions:
a) Which element of oral literature explains why hyenas limp in this story? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) What human weakness does the hyena represent? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Identify and explain two lessons learners can draw from this story. (4 mks)
i) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) What is the role of humour in this narrative? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 3: POETRY (5 marks)
Read the poem below and answer the questions.
The Storm
Dark clouds gather, shadows creep,
The restless wind begins to weep.
Thunder growls, a mighty roar,
Lightning dances, strikes once more.
Yet after rage, the silence deep,
And earth awakens from her sleep.
a) What is the poem about? (1 mk)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Identify two sound devices used in the poem. (2 mks)
i) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) What contrast is presented in the poem? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 4: PLAY (10 marks)
Read the extract below and answer the questions.
Seeds of Change
Scene: A rural road. A lorry is stuck in the mud. Villagers stand helplessly. JOY, a young girl, approaches with a bag of tree seedlings.
VILLAGER 1: This road gets worse every rainy season. Vehicles can hardly pass.
JOY: (Looking at the mud) That’s because the hills are bare. The soil keeps washing down.
VILLAGER 2: And what do you suppose we do, little girl?
JOY: We plant trees. If we cover the hillsides, the soil will stay firm and the roads will last.
VILLAGER 1: (Laughing) Planting trees to save a road? That sounds foolish.
JOY: It’s not foolish. It’s the only way to stop erosion. If you give me a chance, I’ll prove it.
(Villagers exchange doubtful looks but slowly nod.)
Questions:
a) What problem is highlighted in this play extract? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) How does Joy suggest the problem can be solved? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Identify and explain two traits of Joy in this extract. (4 mks)
i) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) What lesson can be drawn from this interaction? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TASK 5: NOVELLA (10 marks)
Read the passage below and answer the questions.
The bell of the old train station echoed faintly as Achieng waited on the wooden bench. Once, this place had been the pride of the town, trains arriving daily with goods and visitors. Now, the tracks lay rusted, weeds pushing through the cracks.
Her mother had told her stories of the station’s golden days, when trade flourished and the town was alive. But since the railway line was abandoned, businesses had closed, and many families moved away in search of opportunities elsewhere.
Still, Achieng dreamed. She believed the station could be reborn as a market or a cultural center. She sketched plans in her notebook, imagining stalls filled with food, art, and music. Though only fifteen, she felt a heavy responsibility to reawaken the spirit of her town.
Questions:
a) What is the social setting of this story? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Mention two problems facing the town. (4 mks)
i) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) What does Achieng hope to do with the old station? (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d) Identify one stylistic device used in the passage and explain its effect. (2 mks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MARKING SCHEME 
SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
Sample Composition – Task 1
Ending line: “…from that day, I promised myself never to ignore a small act of kindness again.”
Title: The Kindness of a Stranger
It was a cold, rainy morning when I missed my school bus. I had to walk a long distance to school, my uniform drenched and my shoes muddy. Along the way, I felt frustrated and alone.
Suddenly, a kind elderly woman appeared, carrying an umbrella. She smiled at me and said, “You look like you need some help.” She offered me shelter under her umbrella and walked with me halfway to school.
On the way, she gave me some biscuits and a warm drink. I tried to thank her, but she only shook her head and said, “Always help others when you can; it costs nothing to be kind.”
When I finally reached school, I realized I had arrived on time, dry and happy. The small act of kindness had brightened my day and changed my mood completely.
From that moment, I knew that even a little help could mean a lot to someone in need. …from that day, I promised myself never to ignore a small act of kindness again.
Marking Guidelines for Composition (15 Marks)
	Aspect
	Marks
	Explanation

	Content and Relevance
	5
	The story answers the question, builds a clear narrative, and ends with the required sentence.

	Organization
	3
	Events are logically sequenced (introduction, development, climax, conclusion).

	Vocabulary and Language
	3
	Uses varied vocabulary, correct tense, and precise language.

	Grammar and Punctuation
	2
	Sentences are correct, punctuation used properly.

	Creativity and Originality
	2
	Shows imagination, interesting scenario, and meaningful lesson.


SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE (10 marks)
Story: The Greedy Hyena
a) Element explaining hyenas limp (2 mks)
· Answer: Origin myth / Folktale explanation.
· Explanation: The story uses a folktale to explain the physical characteristic of hyenas, giving a reason why they limp.
b) Human weakness represented (2 mks)
· Answer: Greed and indecisiveness.
· Explanation: The hyena wants everything at once and cannot make a proper choice.
c) Two lessons learners can draw (4 mks)
i) Greed can lead to misfortune.
ii) Trying to do too much at once may result in failure.
d) Role of humour (2 mks)
· Answer: Humour makes the moral lesson engaging and memorable.
· Explanation: The awkward image of the hyena splitting in two entertains while teaching a lesson.
TASK 3: POETRY (5 marks)
Poem: The Storm
a) What is the poem about? (1 mk)
· Answer: The poem describes a storm and the contrast between its violence and the calm that follows.
b) Two sound devices (2 mks)
i) Alliteration: “Thunder growls” (repetition of consonant sounds)
ii) Onomatopoeia: “growls” (word imitates sound)
c) Contrast presented (2 mks)
· Answer: The contrast between the storm’s rage (violent weather) and the peaceful calm afterward.
TASK 4: PLAY (10 marks)
Play: Seeds of Change
a) Problem highlighted (2 mks)
· Answer: Soil erosion causing roads to become unusable.
b) How Joy suggests the problem be solved (2 mks)
· Answer: By planting trees on the hillsides to prevent soil erosion.
c) Two traits of Joy (4 mks)
i) Resourceful: She proposes a practical solution (tree planting).
ii) Courageous / Determined: She approaches skeptical villagers and defends her idea confidently.
d) Lesson from interaction (2 mks)
· Answer: Even young people can contribute solutions to community problems; innovative ideas should not be dismissed.
TASK 5: NOVELLA (10 marks)
Story: Achieng and the old train station
a) Social setting (2 mks)
· Answer: A small town with an abandoned railway station, reflecting rural or semi-urban life.
b) Two problems facing the town (4 mks)
i) Economic decline – businesses closed.
ii) Population movement – families leaving in search of opportunities.
c) Achieng’s hope for the station (2 mks)
· Answer: To transform it into a market or cultural center to revive the town’s social and economic life.
d) Stylistic device used (2 mks)
· Answer: Imagery – “trains arriving daily with goods and visitors” creates a visual picture of the town’s past vibrancy.
· Effect: Helps the reader imagine the contrast between past prosperity and present decay, emphasizing Achieng’s dream.
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