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SECTION A: (40 MARKS)
SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 Marks)
TASK 1: Composition
Prompt: Write a composition about a memorable journey you took, highlighting the challenges you faced and the lessons you learned.
Sample Composition (Full Marks - 15):
Title: The Journey to Lake Turkana
Last December, my family and I embarked on a long-awaited journey to Lake Turkana. We were all excited as we packed our bags and boarded our old but trusty Land Cruiser. The journey from Nairobi was long, but the scenic views of mountains, animals, and dry savannahs made it enjoyable.
About halfway through the journey, deep in the hot desert region, we heard a loud bang. One of our rear tyres had burst! There was no garage nearby, and the sun was scorching. My father and elder brother had to replace the tyre quickly before nightfall. I helped by handing them tools and fetching water. It was a moment of teamwork and patience.
After continuing for a few hours, another challenge struck – a sandstorm. Visibility dropped, and the wind howled. We had to stop and wait it out inside the car. The storm lasted nearly an hour. My younger sister cried, but I comforted her. The calmness of my parents helped us stay strong.
Finally, we arrived safely at Lake Turkana. The view of the endless blue water and the beautiful rock formations made all the struggles worth it. We learned two key lessons: perseverance gets you through even the harshest challenges, and teamwork brings success in tough times.
That journey remains one of the most memorable experiences of my life.
SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 Marks)
TASK 2: Oral Literature (14 Marks)
a. What is the answer to the riddle? (2 marks)
Answer: A map.
Explanation: A map shows cities (but no houses), forests (but no real trees), and water bodies (but no fish). It describes places symbolically.
b. Which category of oral literature does this fall under? (1 mark)
Answer: Riddle.
c. What is the purpose of riddles in a community? (4 marks – 2 points × 2 marks)
i. To entertain both children and adults.
ii. To sharpen thinking, memory, and creativity in problem-solving.
iii. To teach cultural values and language skills.
d. Give two features of this riddle. (4 marks – 2 points × 2 marks)
i. Imagery: It describes things in a metaphorical way.
ii. Paradox: The riddle presents contradictions that make it puzzling and thought-provoking.
iii. Short and concise: Riddles are usually brief and direct.
iv. Question format: It ends with a question expecting a thoughtful answer.
e. Create one original riddle and provide an answer. (3 marks)
Riddle: I go up but never come down. What am I?
Answer: Your age.
(Award full marks if original and follows correct riddle format)
TASK 3: Poetry (11 Marks)
Poem: “My Best Friend” by Lena M.
a. What is the main subject of the poem? (1 mark)
Answer: The strength and beauty of a loyal friendship.
b. Identify two examples of rhyme in the poem. (2 marks)
i. “there” and “ear” (line 1 and 2)
ii.  “tears” and “years” (line 5 and 6)
iii.  “grow” and “low” (line 9 and 10)
(Any two pairs with rhyme are acceptable)
c. What does the phrase "Through thick and thin" mean in the context of friendship? (2 marks)
Answer: It means being supportive in both good times and bad; true friends stick together no matter the situation.
d. How does the poet show the strength of their friendship in the second stanza? (2 marks)
Answer: The poet highlights shared dreams, fears, and secrets, and states that the bond “will not fade,” showing that their friendship is deep and lasting.
e. Mention two feelings or emotions conveyed by the poet towards their friend. (4 marks – 2 points × 2 marks)
1. Gratitude – Appreciating the friend's support.
2. Admiration – Viewing the friend as rare and valuable.
3. Trust – Sharing secrets and leaning on each other.
(Any two emotional expressions clearly linked to the poem)
TASK 4: Novella (10 Marks)
Excerpt: Elderly woman reflecting at her window
a. Who is the main character in this excerpt? (1 mark)
Answer: The old woman sitting by the window.
b. What can you infer about the old woman's past based on the description of her hands? (2 marks)
Answer: Her “gnarled hands” that were once strong suggest she worked hard, likely on a farm or in manual labour for many years.
c. Identify one simile used in the passage. (2 marks)
Answer: “A sound like dry leaves rustling.”
Explanation: It compares her sigh to rustling leaves, evoking a soft and peaceful image.
d. What does the "worn photo album" suggest about the old woman's connection to her memories? (2 marks)
Answer: It shows she frequently looks back on her past and values the people and moments captured in those photos.
e. Describe the mood of this passage. (1 mark)
Answer: Reflective and peaceful.
f. How does the setting of the "quiet village" contribute to the overall atmosphere of the passage? (2 marks)
Answer: The quietness of the village adds to the calm, nostalgic mood, allowing the reader to focus on the woman’s internal memories and emotions.
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