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SECTION B: STRUCTURED QUESTIONS (80 Marks)
21. Your younger sister has just started memorizing Surah Al-Fatiha but is struggling with the pronunciation. Your mother advises her to pay attention to Tajwid.
a Explain the meaning and importance of Tajwid in the recitation of the Holy Qur'an. (3 Marks)
Tajwid means to perfect, beautify, or improve. In the recitation of the Holy Qur'an, it refers to the set of rules and principles that govern the correct pronunciation of Arabic letters, the proper articulation of words, and the application of various recitation rules to ensure that the Qur'an is recited as it was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (SAW). Its importance lies in preserving the accuracy and meaning of the Qur'an, as mispronunciation can alter the meaning of verses. It also ensures that the reciter earns the full reward for reciting the Qur'an correctly and beautifies the recitation, making it more pleasing to listen to.
b. State two benefits of reciting the Qur'an regularly. (2 Marks)
I. Reciting the Qur'an regularly earns immense rewards and blessings from Allah (SWT).
II. It increases a Muslim's faith, spiritual connection with Allah, and provides guidance for all aspects of life.
c. Identify three ways a Muslim can show respect to the Holy Qur'an. (3 Marks)
I. Performing Wudhu (ablution) before touching or reciting the Holy Qur'an.
II. Keeping the Qur'an in a clean and elevated place, not placing it on the floor or in disrespectful locations.
III. Listening attentively when the Qur'an is being recited and not engaging in distracting activities.
d. Discuss two ways in which the Qur'an serves as a guide for human beings. (4 Marks)
I. The Qur'an provides a complete code of conduct, outlining moral values, ethical principles, and laws that govern all aspects of human life, from personal behavior to societal interactions and governance.
II. It offers spiritual guidance, reminding humanity of their purpose, their relationship with Allah, and the path to achieving success in this life and the hereafter. It contains stories of prophets and nations, serving as lessons and warnings.
22. During the last ten days of Ramadhan, your family in Kilgoris increases their acts of worship. Your father explains the importance of Dhikr.
a. Define 'Dhikr' (remembrance of Allah). (2 Marks)
Dhikr literally means remembrance, and in Islam, it refers to the act of remembering Allah (SWT) through various forms of praise, supplication, and glorification. It involves verbally repeating certain phrases and names of Allah, or mentally contemplating His attributes and greatness.
b. Give two examples of Dhikr that a Muslim can recite daily. (2 Marks)
I. Saying Subhanallah (Glory be to Allah).
II. Saying Alhamdulillah (All praise is due to Allah).
c. Explain three benefits of engaging in frequent Dhikr. (6 Marks)
I. Frequent Dhikr purifies the heart and mind, removing sins and increasing a Muslim's spiritual awareness and tranquility. It helps in developing a closer relationship with Allah.
II. It provides solace and peace in times of distress and anxiety, as remembering Allah brings comfort to the soul and strengthens one's reliance on Him.
III. Engaging in Dhikr regularly leads to Allah remembering the individual, and it is a means of earning immense rewards and blessings, both in this world and the hereafter.
d. How does Dhikr help a Muslim maintain a strong connection with Allah? (3 Marks)
Dhikr helps a Muslim maintain a strong connection with Allah by constantly reminding them of His presence, power, and mercy. It keeps Allah at the forefront of their thoughts and actions, fostering a continuous awareness of His sovereignty and their accountability to Him. This constant remembrance nurtures love, fear, and hope in Allah, strengthening the spiritual bond.
23. A new student from a different background joins your class in Kilgoris and is curious about the Islamic belief in prophets.
a. Explain the Islamic belief in Prophets (Risalah). (3 Marks)
The Islamic belief in Prophets (Risalah) is the conviction that Allah (SWT) has chosen and sent numerous Prophets and Messengers throughout history to convey His divine message to humanity. These Prophets were divinely guided individuals entrusted with guiding people to the straight path, teaching them about monotheism, righteous conduct, and the purpose of life. Muslims believe in all of Allah's Prophets without distinction.
b. Name two Prophets mentioned in the Qur'an, besides Prophet Muhammad (SAW). (2 Marks)
I. Prophet Musa (AS) / Moses.
II. Prophet Isa (AS) / Jesus.
c. Identify three qualities that are common to all Prophets of Allah. (3 Marks)
I. Sidq (Truthfulness): All Prophets were truthful in all their words and actions, never lying or deceiving.
II. Amanah (Trustworthiness): They were trustworthy and reliable, faithfully delivering Allah's message without alteration.
III. Fatanah (Intelligence/Wisdom): They possessed exceptional intelligence and wisdom, enabling them to understand and convey complex divine messages and respond to their opponents.
d. Discuss two roles played by the Prophets of Allah in guiding humanity. (4 Marks)
I. Prophets served as messengers of Allah, conveying His divine revelations, commands, and prohibitions to humanity. They clarified what is permissible (halal) and forbidden (haram), providing clear guidance for righteous living.
II. They acted as role models and exemplars for humanity, demonstrating how to live a life pleasing to Allah through their actions, character, and teachings. Their lives served as practical interpretations of the divine message they brought.
24. Your IRE teacher is explaining the lessons from the Prophet's (SAW) life during the Makkah period.
a.  Describe two major events that occurred during the Prophet's (SAW) life in Makkah before the Hijra. (4 Marks)
I. The Boycott of Banu Hashim: The Quraish imposed a severe social and economic boycott on the Prophet's clan, Banu Hashim, and Banu Al-Muttalib, for three years. They were confined to a valley, suffering extreme hunger and hardship, yet the Prophet and his followers remained steadfast.
II. Al-Isra wal Mi'raj (The Night Journey and Ascension): This miraculous journey involved the Prophet (SAW) being transported from Makkah to Jerusalem (Al-Aqsa Mosque) and then ascending through the heavens, where he met various prophets and received the commandment for the five daily prayers directly from Allah.
b.  Explain two reasons why the Prophet (SAW) faced opposition from the Quraish in Makkah. (4 Marks)
I. The Prophet's (SAW) message of strict monotheism (Tawhid) directly challenged the polytheistic beliefs and idol worship prevalent in Makkah, which was a source of great revenue for the Quraish due to the Ka'aba's idols. This threatened their religious and economic status.
II. The Prophet's (SAW) call for social justice and equality threatened the established social hierarchy and the power of the Quraish leaders, who benefited from the existing system where the wealthy and powerful exploited the weaker members of society.
c. Discuss two lessons Muslims can learn from the perseverance of the Prophet (SAW) and his companions during the Makkah period. (4 Marks)
I. Muslims can learn the importance of steadfastness and patience (Sabr) in the face of adversity and hardship when striving in the path of Allah. The Prophet and his companions endured persecution, torture, and boycotts without abandoning their faith.
II. The Makkah period teaches Muslims the significance of unwavering faith and conviction in Allah's plan, even when worldly circumstances seem bleak. Despite immense pressure, they never wavered in their belief in the oneness of Allah and the truth of the Prophet's message.
25. Your friend is feeling down after failing an exam, saying, It was just Allah's will, so I shouldn't have even tried.
a. Define the Islamic concept of Tawakkul. (2 Marks)
Tawakkul is the Islamic concept of putting complete trust and reliance on Allah (SWT) in all matters, believing that He is the ultimate disposer of affairs. It involves having full confidence in Allah's wisdom, power, and mercy to grant what is best for a person.
b. Explain how a Muslim can balance Tawakkul with personal effort and hard work. (4 Marks)
A Muslim balances Tawakkul with personal effort and hard work by understanding that Tawakkul is not passive reliance, but rather an active trust in Allah after exerting one's best efforts. It means taking all necessary means and working diligently towards a goal, then leaving the outcome to Allah, recognizing that success ultimately comes from Him. For instance, in the exam scenario, it means studying hard and preparing well, and then trusting Allah with the results, accepting whatever outcome occurs as His will.
III. Discuss two benefits of having a strong belief in Qada wal Qadar for a Muslim. (4 Marks)
I. A strong belief in Qada wal Qadar (Divine Decree and Predestination) brings inner peace and tranquility to a Muslim. They understand that everything, good or bad, happens by Allah's will, reducing anxiety over events beyond their control and fostering acceptance.
II. It cultivates patience and resilience in the face of difficulties and hardships. Knowing that trials are part of Allah's plan helps Muslims endure them with a positive outlook, seeking reward from Allah, and strengthening their reliance on Him.
26. Your family is hosting relatives from out of town. Your parents emphasize the importance of good manners towards guests.
a.  Identify three Islamic etiquettes that should be observed when hosting guests. (3 Marks)
I. Greeting guests warmly with Assalamu Alaikum and a smile, showing genuine hospitality.
II. Offering the best food and drink available and ensuring their comfort and needs are met.
III. Engaging in pleasant conversation, listening attentively, and avoiding anything that might make them feel uncomfortable.
b. Explain two benefits of having good manners in society. (4 Marks)
I. Good manners foster stronger relationships and social cohesion within a community. When individuals treat each other with respect, kindness, and consideration, it builds trust and harmony, reducing conflicts and promoting cooperation.
II. They reflect positively on an individual's character and the broader community, leading to increased respect and positive perception. Good manners can inspire others to adopt similar behaviors, creating a more pleasant and virtuous society.

c. How does Islam promote cleanliness and hygiene among its followers? Give two examples. (4 Marks)
Islam promotes cleanliness and hygiene as an integral part of faith, considering purity is half of faith.
I. Wudhu (Ablution) before prayers: Muslims are required to perform ritual ablution (washing hands, mouth, nose, face, arms, head, and feet) five times a day before each prayer, ensuring regular physical cleanliness.
II. Ghusl (Full ritual bath): Muslims are obligated to perform a full ritual bath in specific situations, such as after sexual impurity or before Friday prayers, ensuring thorough body cleanliness.
27. The local mosque has organized a session on Social Evils and Islamic Solutions due to increasing cases of drug abuse and moral decay among the youth.
a. Name two major social evils that Islam strictly prohibits. (2 Marks)
I. Zina (Fornication and Adultery).
II. Khomr (Intoxicants like alcohol and drugs).
b. Explain two reasons why Islam forbids gambling. (4 Marks)
I. Islam forbids gambling because it promotes easy money and dependency on luck rather than hard work and legitimate earnings. It discourages productive economic activity and encourages greed, leading individuals to seek wealth through illicit means.
II. Gambling often leads to addiction, financial ruin, and family discord. It can cause immense hardship, poverty, and break up relationships as individuals become obsessed with winning, neglecting their responsibilities and squandering their resources.
c. Describe three negative consequences of indulging in social evils like drug abuse and fornication on an individual and the community. (6 Marks)
I. On the Individual: Indulging in drug abuse leads to severe health problems, both physical and mental, addiction, financial ruin, and a loss of personal dignity and self-respect. Fornication leads to moral degradation, potential for sexually transmitted infections, and psychological distress.
II. On the Community: Social evils like drug abuse and fornication lead to the breakdown of family units, increased crime rates, and moral decay within society. This weakens the social fabric, creates an atmosphere of distrust, and hinders communal progress and development.
III. Spiritual Consequences: Both drug abuse and fornication are major sins in Islam, leading to a weakening of one's faith, distance from Allah, and accountability in the hereafter. They distract individuals from their religious obligations and lead to spiritual emptiness.
28. Your community often engages in community service, such as cleaning the mosque and helping the elderly.
a. Explain the Islamic concept of Ukhuwwah. (3 Marks)
Ukhuwwah refers to the Islamic concept of brotherhood and sisterhood, emphasizing the strong bond of unity, solidarity, and mutual support among Muslims. It is based on the belief that all Muslims are part of one large family, united by their common faith in Allah, regardless of their nationality, race, or social status.
b. Identify two ways in which Muslims can demonstrate Ukhuwwah in their community. (2 Marks)
I. By actively participating in community service, helping those in need, and supporting charitable initiatives.
II. By visiting the sick, comforting the bereaved, and extending greetings of peace and well-wishes to one another.
c. Discuss two benefits of unity and cooperation within the Muslim community. (4 Marks)
I. Unity and cooperation strengthen the Muslim community against external challenges and internal divisions. A united community is more resilient, capable of collectively addressing issues, and presenting a strong front.
II. They foster a sense of mutual support, compassion, and collective responsibility, ensuring that the needs of all members are met and that no one is left behind. This leads to a more just and harmonious society where individuals look out for one another.
29. During a family gathering, your grandmother shares stories about the life of the early Caliphs.
a. Name the four Rightly Guided Caliphs (Khulafa-ur-Rashidun). (4 Marks)
I. Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (RA)
II. Umar ibn Al-Khattab (RA)
III. Uthman ibn Affan (RA)
IV. Ali ibn Abi Talib (RA)
b. Explain one significant contribution of any two of the Rightly Guided Caliphs to Islam. (4 Marks)
I. Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (RA): His most significant contribution was uniting the Muslim community after the death of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and leading the campaigns against apostasy (Riddah wars), thereby preserving the unity and integrity of Islam. He also initiated the compilation of the Qur'an into a single volume.
II. Umar ibn Al-Khattab (RA): Umar's significant contribution was the expansion of the Islamic empire, leading to the conquests of major territories like Persia, Syria, and Egypt. He also established important administrative systems, including the Islamic calendar, treasury (Bait-ul-Mal), and judicial system.
30. Your teacher asks you to explain the importance of the Shahada (declaration of faith) to a new student.
a. State the two parts of the Shahada. (2 Marks)
I. La ilaha illallah (There is no god but Allah).
II. Muhammadur Rasulullah (Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah).
b. Explain the significance of the Shahada as the first pillar of Islam. (3 Marks)
The Shahada is the first and most fundamental pillar of Islam because it is the declaration of monotheism and acceptance of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) as Allah's final messenger. It is the entry point into Islam, signifying a person's belief in the absolute oneness of Allah and their commitment to His commands and the teachings of His Prophet. Without this declaration, one cannot be considered a Muslim.
c. Discuss two ways in which a Muslim can live up to the declaration of the Shahada in their daily life. (4 Marks)
I. By consistently upholding Tawhid (oneness of Allah) in all aspects of life, meaning they worship and obey only Allah, avoid any form of polytheism (Shirk), and believe that only Allah has ultimate power and authority. This translates to relying solely on Him and seeking His help.
II. By following the Sunnah (way of life) of Prophet Muhammad (SAW), which includes adhering to his teachings, examples, and moral conduct. This means striving to embody the Prophet's character, engaging in acts of worship as he did, and applying his guidance to personal and societal matters
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