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INSTRUCTIONS TO LEARNERS
1. Write your name and assessment number in the spaces provided.
2. Write the name and code of your school in the spaces provided.
3. Write the date of the assessment and sign in the spaces provided.
4. This question paper consists of two sections: A and B.
5. Answer ALL questions in this paper.
6. Write ALL the answers in the spaces provided in this question paper.
7. Do NOT remove any page from this question paper.
8. Answer the questions in English.
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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION Write your composition in the spaces provided. Write a composition describing an unexpected act of kindness you witnessed or experienced, and its impact.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
Read the dilemma narrative below and answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
In a time when animals spoke and wisdom was highly valued, there lived three renowned hunters: Leopard, Hyena, and Hare. They were known throughout the land for their skill. One day, they went hunting together and managed to capture a magnificent antelope, the biggest anyone had ever seen. Its horns were long and curved, and its meat would feed their families for a month.
When it came time to divide the spoils, a great argument arose. Leopard, being the strongest, claimed the largest share. "As the king of the jungle, I deserve the biggest portion," he roared. Hyena, known for his cunning, snickered, "But I outsmarted the antelope and chased it into your trap. My intelligence deserves the largest share!" Hare, the smallest and seemingly weakest, cleared his throat. "Friends," he began, "I am the fastest. I ran ahead and scouted the best path, leading us to this prize. Without my speed, we would have found nothing."
Each argued passionately, convinced of their own irreplaceable contribution. They could not agree on a fair division, and the antelope lay untouched. Finally, they decided to approach the wise old Tortoise, renowned for his impartiality and wisdom.
Tortoise listened patiently to each of their claims. He closed his eyes in thought for a long time, then slowly opened them. "This is a truly difficult matter," he declared. "Each of you played a crucial role. If I give the biggest share to one, the others will feel wronged. Therefore, I propose this: The antelope shall be given to the village elder, who will distribute it equally among all the villagers, including your families. For true success is not in individual gain, but in the benefit of the community."
The hunters were stunned. They had come expecting to be judged as superior, not to have their prize shared so widely. Leopard growled, Hyena grumbled, and Hare scratched his head.
(a) What type of oral narrative is this, and why? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(b) Identify two character traits of Leopard, Hyena, and Hare as shown in the narrative. (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
 (c) What challenge do the hunters face when dividing the antelope? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(d) What moral lesson can be drawn from Tortoise's judgment? (4 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
TASK 3: POETRY
Read the poem below then answer the questions that follow. (5 marks)
         The Steadfast Tree
A towering figure, steadfast and serene,
Against the winds of time's relentless flow.
Its ancient roots hold fast, a silent scene
Of countless seasons, where deep stories grow.

Within its sprawling, verdant, sheltering arms,
The birds weave intricate nests, a gentle sight.
Beneath its wide-flung shade, safe from all harms,
Children find their joy, bathed in softened light.

Though weathered bark may split, and autumn's gold
Gives way to brown, it grips the earth with might.
A steadfast pillar, strong, however old,
Answering nature's ceaseless, timeless call, through day and night.
By Pendo N. 
a) What is the central image of the poem? (1 mk)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
b) Identify any two instances of personification in the poem. (2 mks) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
c) What message about resilience does the poem convey? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
TASK 4: PLAY
Below is a section of a play. Read it and then answer the questions that follow. (10 mks)
The Lost Phone
Scene: The living room. Maya is packing her schoolbag meticulously. Leo bursts in, frantically searching under cushions.
LEO: (Panicked) Maya! Have you seen my phone? I can't find it anywhere! 
MAYA: (Without looking up) Did you check your usual spots? On the charger? Under your bed?
LEO: (Rummaging through a pile of clothes) Of course, I did! It's gone! I had it just a minute ago. I need it for the group project! 
MAYA: (Sighs, finally looking at him) Leo, you always lose things. Where was the last place you remember having it? 
LEO: I think… I was charging it in the kitchen while I ate breakfast. Then I came here to get my books… and now it's gone! 
MUM: (Enters, carrying a laundry basket) What’s all the fuss about? 
LEO: My phone, Mum! It’s disappeared! 
MUM: (Calmly) Now, now, dear. Let’s retrace your steps. You were in the kitchen? Then here? Did you put your plate away? 
LEO: (Thinks) Oh! I left it on the table. 
MUM: (Smiles) Go check the kitchen table, underneath where your plate was. (Leo dashes out. Maya shakes her head, amused. A moment later, Leo returns, beaming, phone in hand.) 
LEO: (Excitedly) You found it, Mum! It was under the plate! I must have covered it. Thank you! 
MUM: (Chuckles) See? Sometimes a calm mind helps more than frantic searching. And Maya, dear, remember to be patient with your brother. We all misplace things sometimes. 
MAYA: (Smiles) I guess so. Glad you found it, Leo. Now, let’s get ready for school.
Curtain falls.
a) What is the setting of this scene? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
b) What kind of problem does Leo frequently have? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
c) With clear illustrations, identify two character traits of Mum. (4 mks) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
d) What lesson does Maya learn by the end of the scene? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
TASK 5: NOVELLA
Below is a section of a novella. Read it and then answer the questions that follow. (10 mks)
The morning mist still clung to the peaks of Mount Kipipiri as young Juma prepared for his arduous journey. He was heading to the distant town of Naivasha, a place he had only heard about in whispers, a land of opportunity where his cousin, Daudi, promised him a job. Juma strapped his small bundle of clothes and a worn-out map to his back, his heart a mixture of fear and hopeful anticipation. His village, nestled in a remote valley, had little to offer. The soil was stubborn, yielding meagre harvests, and the few small shops rarely saw new goods.
His parents stood by the mud-walled hut, their faces etched with worry. His mother, Mama Amina, clutched a small pouch of roasted maize, urging him to eat well. His father, Baba Chuma, a man of few words, simply placed a heavy hand on Juma’s shoulder. "Be careful, son. And remember your roots." Juma nodded, trying to appear brave. He was only fifteen, but the responsibility of finding a way to support his family weighed heavily on him. His younger sisters depended on him.
He began his walk, the path winding through dense bushes and over rocky terrain. He passed a group of women heading to the river, their gourds balanced gracefully on their heads. The scent of woodsmoke mingled with the fresh morning air. He thought of his sisters' bright smiles, his mother's tireless work, and his father's quiet strength. These memories fueled his steps, pushing away the loneliness that threatened to creep in. He knew this journey was not just for himself, but for their future. The promise of Naivasha, however uncertain, was a beacon in the distance.
a) What is Juma's main reason for travelling to Naivasha? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
b) Describe any two character traits of Juma. (4 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

c) What details suggest that Juma's village is poor? (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
d) Identify one literary device used in the first paragraph and explain its effect. (2 mks)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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