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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 Marks)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION 
Write a composition describing an unexpected act of kindness you witnessed or experienced, and its impact.
The morning sky wept, mirroring my internal dread as I trudged towards school. It was the kind of downpour that soaked you to the bone within seconds, and my backpack, heavy with textbooks and an unfinished art project, felt like a lead weight pressing down on my shoulders. I was already late, my hair plastered to my face, and a growing sense of frustration brewed within me. The pavement was slick, and with each hurried step, I felt less stable.
Just as I rounded the corner of Elm Street, my worst fears materialized. My foot slipped on a hidden puddle, and with a yelp, I lost my balance. Time seemed to slow as my heavy backpack pulled me backward, threatening to send me sprawling onto the wet concrete. Textbooks, pens, and my precious art portfolio began to tumble out, destined for a watery grave. My heart pounded, a wave of embarrassment washing over me even before I hit the ground.
But I never did. Just as I was about to succumb to gravity, a strong, firm hand gripped my arm, steadying me with surprising ease. I gasped, regaining my footing, and looked up to see an elderly woman, her face wrinkled but her eyes remarkably kind, holding me upright. She wasn't just holding me; with her other hand, she was already swiftly gathering the items that had spilled from my bag, meticulously wiping them with a small, clean handkerchief from her pocket before placing them back. She didn't say a word, only offered a gentle, reassuring smile.
"Oh, thank you!" I stammered, my cheeks burning. "I'm so sorry, I just—"
She merely patted my arm, her smile widening. "Careful now, dear," she murmured, her voice soft like rustling leaves. With another quick pat, she turned and continued on her way, disappearing into the grey curtain of rain as quickly as she had appeared. She didn't wait for a thank you, or an explanation, or even a second glance. It was an act of pure, selfless assistance.
The immediate impact was profound relief, a sensation far warmer than the cold rain. My humiliation vanished, replaced by a deep sense of gratitude. But the true impact resonated long after. That simple, unexpected gesture transformed my dreadful morning into one of quiet contemplation. It reminded me that even in moments of chaos and personal struggle, there are people who will extend a hand without expectation or judgment. That day, I made a conscious effort to pay forward that kindness, holding doors, offering a helping hand, and simply smiling at strangers. Her fleeting act taught me the immense power of small gestures, proving that a moment of unexpected kindness can not only rescue a day but also inspire a lasting change in how one interacts with the world.
Marking Scheme:
A. Content (6 marks):
i. Relevance: Does the composition directly address the prompt (an unexpected act of kindness and its impact)? (2 marks)
ii. Originality/Creativity: Is the story engaging and unique? (2 marks)
iii. Development of ideas: Are the ideas well-organized and supported with details? Does it clearly describe the act and its impact? (2 marks)
B. Language (5 marks):
i. Vocabulary: Is there a varied and appropriate use of vocabulary? (2 marks)
ii. Sentence Structure: Is there a variety of sentence structures (simple, compound, complex)? (1 mark)
iii. Grammar and Spelling: Are there minimal grammatical errors and correct spelling? (2 marks)
C. Organization and Flow (4 marks):
i. Introduction: Does it set the scene effectively? (1 mark)
ii. Body Paragraphs: Are paragraphs well-structured and transition smoothly? (2 marks)
iii. Conclusion: Does it provide a satisfying resolution or reflection on the impact? (1 mark)
SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 Marks)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE (10 Marks)
(a) What type of oral narrative is this, and why? (2 mks)
Answer: This is a dilemma narrative. (1 mark)
Reason: It presents a situation where characters face a difficult choice with no single "right" answer, leading to a discussion or a judgment that might be debated. In this case, Tortoise's solution distributes the antelope equally, avoiding giving a "bigger" share to any one hunter, leaving them stunned and the reader to ponder if it was the "best" solution. (1 mark)
(b) Identify two character traits of Leopard, Hyena, and Hare as shown in the narrative. (2 mks)
Answer:
i. Leopard: Strong / Arrogant / Demanding (claiming the largest share because he is the "king of the jungle"). (0.5 mark for trait, 0.5 for illustration)
ii. Hyena: Cunning / Intelligent (outsmarted the antelope and chased it into the trap). (0.5 mark for trait, 0.5 for illustration)
iii. Hare: Fast / Strategic / Resourceful (ran ahead and scouted the best path, leading them to the prize). (0.5 mark for trait, 0.5 for illustration)
(c) What challenge do the hunters face when dividing the antelope? (2 mks)
Answer: The hunters cannot agree on a fair division of the antelope (1 mark) because each believes their individual contribution (strength, cunning, speed) is the most valuable and therefore deserves the largest share. (1 mark)
(d) What moral lesson can be drawn from Tortoise's judgment? (4 mks)
Answer:
i. Teamwork/Collaboration over Individualism: The narrative teaches that true success is not about individual gain or superiority, but about the collective benefit of the community. (2 marks)
ii. Humility/Fairness: Despite their individual skills, the hunters' inability to agree on a fair division due to pride highlights the importance of humility and impartial judgment. Tortoise's solution emphasizes equality and community welfare. (2 marks)
iii. Accept other well-reasoned moral lessons supported by the text.
TASK 3: POETRY (5 Marks)
(a) What is the central image of the poem? (1 mk)
Answer: The central image of the poem is a steadfast/towering/ancient tree. (1 mark)
(b) Identify any two instances of personification in the poem. (2 mks)
Answer: (1 mark for each correct instance)
i. "winds of time's relentless flow" (Time is given the human-like quality of being relentless/having a flow).
ii. "Its ancient roots hold fast, a silent scene / Of countless seasons, where deep stories grow." (Roots are given the ability to "hold fast" and "stories grow" within the scene, implying life and history within the tree).
iii. "sprawling, verdant, sheltering arms" (Tree branches are referred to as "arms," giving them a human-like protective quality).
iv. "it grips the earth with might" (The tree is described as actively "gripping" the earth).
v. "Answering nature's ceaseless, timeless call" (The tree is depicted as "answering" a call, like a human responding).
(c) What message about resilience does the poem convey? (2 mks)
· Answer: The poem conveys that resilience is about enduring challenges and remaining strong despite external pressures and the passage of time. (1 mark) The tree, even as it ages ("weathered bark may split, and autumn's gold gives way to brown"), continues to "grip the earth with might" and stands as a "steadfast pillar," symbolizing unwavering strength and ability to thrive in changing circumstances. (1 mark for explanation/illustration).
TASK 4: PLAY (10 Marks)
(a) What is the setting of this scene? (2 mks)
Answer: The scene is set in the living room of a house. (1 mark)
Illustration: The stage direction explicitly states: "Scene: The living room." (1 mark)
(b) What kind of problem does Leo frequently have? (2 mks)
· Answer: Leo frequently loses/misplaces his belongings. (1 mark)
· Illustration: Maya states, "Leo, you always lose things." (1 mark)
(c) With clear illustrations, identify two character traits of Mum. (4 mks)
· Answer:
i. Calm/Composed: Mum remains calm even when Leo is panicked about his phone. (1 mark) Illustration: She says, "Calmly) Now, now, dear." (1 mark)
ii. Helpful/Problem-solver: Instead of scolding, she actively helps Leo retrace his steps to find the phone. (1 mark) Illustration: She suggests, "Let’s retrace your steps. You were in the kitchen? Then here? Did you put your plate away?" (1 mark)
iii. Perceptive/Wise: She quickly figures out where the phone might be by asking about the plate. (1 mark) Illustration: She smiles and tells Leo to check "underneath where your plate was." (1 mark)
iv. Patient/Understanding: She advises Maya to be patient with Leo, showing her own understanding that people misplace things. (1 mark) Illustration: "And Maya, dear, remember to be patient with your brother. We all misplace things sometimes." (1 mark)
v. Accept any two valid traits with clear illustrations.
(d) What lesson does Maya learn by the end of the scene? (2 mks)
· Answer: Maya learns the lesson of patience and understanding towards others, specifically her brother, regarding misplacing items. (1 mark) She realizes that everyone, including herself, can sometimes misplace things, and a calm approach is more helpful than frustration. (1 mark)
TASK 5: NOVELLA (10 Marks)
(a) What is Juma's main reason for travelling to Naivasha? (2 mks)
· Answer: Juma's main reason for traveling to Naivasha is to find a job (1 mark) to support his family, as his village offers limited opportunities and meagre harvests. (1 mark)
(b) Describe any two character traits of Juma. (4 mks)
· Answer:
i. Brave/Courageous: He embarks on an "arduous journey" alone to an unknown place ("only heard about in whispers") at just fifteen years old. (1 mark for trait, 1 mark for illustration)
ii. Hopeful/Optimistic: Despite his fear, his "heart [is] a mixture of fear and hopeful anticipation," and the "promise of Naivasha... was a beacon." (1 mark for trait, 1 mark for illustration)
iii. Responsible/Family-oriented: He feels the "responsibility of finding a way to support his family" and his "younger sisters depended on him," and these memories "fueled his steps... for their future." (1 mark for trait, 1 mark for illustration)
iv. Determined/Resilient: He sets off on a difficult journey through "dense bushes and over rocky terrain," pushing away loneliness, indicating strong resolve. (1 mark for trait, 1 mark for illustration)
v. Accept any two valid traits with clear illustrations.
(c) What details suggest that Juma's village is poor? (2 mks)
· Answer:
i. The village "had little to offer." (1 mark)
ii. "The soil was stubborn, yielding meagre harvests." (1 mark)
iii. "The few small shops rarely saw new goods." (1 mark)
iv. His parents lived in a "mud-walled hut." (1 mark)
v. Accept any two details.
(d) Identify one literary device used in the first paragraph and explain its effect. (2 mks)
· Answer:
i. Metaphor: "The morning mist still clung to the peaks of Mount Kipipiri." (1 mark)
· Effect: This creates a vivid image of the mist covering the mountain peaks, making it seem like a living entity holding onto the land. It sets a serene, almost mystical, tone for the beginning of Juma's journey. (1 mark)
ii. Imagery (Visual): "Its horns were long and curved" (describing the antelope). / "mud-walled hut." (1 mark)
· Effect: Creates a clear mental picture for the reader, enhancing their understanding and engagement with the narrative. (1 mark)
iii. Figurative Language (general/descriptive): "a place he had only heard about in whispers" (1 mark)
· Effect: Emphasizes the distance and mystery of Naivasha to Juma, highlighting his lack of direct experience and the hopeful, almost mythical, perception of the town. (1 mark)
iv. Simile (implied): "resembling a bottle or an elephant's leg" (describing the baobab trunk, from a previous passage but if considered in a broader context of the exam). (1 mark)
· Effect: Creates a clear and immediate comparison, helping the reader visualize the unusual shape of the tree. (1 mark)
v. The question specifically asks about the first paragraph of the Novella section. Therefore, examples must come from "The morning mist still clung to the peaks of Mount Kipipiri as young Juma prepared for his arduous journey..."
vi. Personification: "The morning mist still clung to the peaks of Mount Kipipiri". (1 mark)
· Effect: Gives the mist a human-like action of "clinging," making the opening image more vivid and engaging. (1 mark)
vii. Metaphor/Figurative Language: "a land of opportunity where his cousin, Daudi, promised him a job." (1 mark)
· Effect: This phrase paints Naivasha as more than just a town, but a symbolic place of hope and potential, heightening Juma's anticipation. (1 mark)
viii. Metaphor: "The promise of Naivasha, however uncertain, was a beacon in the distance." (This is from the third paragraph, but if a student pulls it out and explains it well, it might get half credit if no other is found in the first. However, focus on the first paragraph as requested.)
ix. The best answers from the first paragraph are personification for "mist clung" or the descriptive language of "heard about in whispers."
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