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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
Write a composition ending with the following sentence: From that day forward, I learned the importance of honesty and the lasting value of true friendship.
The rain poured relentlessly, drumming a melancholic rhythm on the corrugated iron roof of our small house. I sat hunched by the window, watching the raindrops race down the pane, each one mirroring the anxious churn in my stomach. Tomorrow was the school fund-raising carnival, and I, Liam, the class treasurer, was supposed to hand over the collected money. The problem? A significant portion of it was missing.
It had started innocently enough. A new video game, a must-have for all my friends, had just been released. I had been saving up, but was still a few shillings short. Just a small loan, I thought, from the carnival funds. I would replace it before anyone noticed. But then came the new pair of sneakers I absolutely needed for the upcoming inter-school sports day. And a few treats from the tuck shop for myself and my friends, just to fit in. Each small "loan" chipped away at the total, until the small deficit became a gaping hole. Panic set in.
My best friend, Sarah, had been my partner in collecting the funds. She was meticulous, trustworthy, and incredibly kind. I couldn't bear to tell her what I had done. The thought of her disappointment, the look on her face, was more terrifying than facing the principal. I spent the night tossing and turning, a thousand desperate plans swirling in my head. Should I pretend the money was stolen? Blame someone else? The ideas were fleeting, each more terrible than the last.
The next morning, the sun was shining, but my world felt dim. Sarah met me at the school gate, her usual cheerful smile faltering when she saw my pale face. "Liam, are you alright? You look like you haven't slept." I mumbled something about a stomach ache. As we walked towards the administration block, my hands trembled as I carried the now alarmingly light money box. Just before we reached the principal's office, I stopped dead in my tracks.
"Sarah," I began, my voice barely a whisper, "I have something to tell you." The words were like stones in my throat. I confessed everything, the video game, the sneakers, the treats, the growing fear. I braced myself for her anger, her disgust. Instead, her expression softened from confusion to concern. She didn't shout. She didn't even look disappointed. She simply took my hand.
"Liam," she said, her voice gentle but firm, "we have to tell the principal. Together." My eyes widened. "But... but what will happen?" She squeezed my hand. "It will be hard, but it's the right thing to do. And I'm with you."
And she was. We walked into the principal's office, and with Sarah by my side, I recounted my terrible mistake. The principal was stern, as expected, but seeing my genuine remorse and Sarah's unwavering support, he agreed to let me work off the debt by helping out around the school. It was a long, arduous process, filled with extra chores and sacrificing my free time, but Sarah was there every step of the way, even helping me with some of the tasks. Her friendship, far from being broken, seemed to deepen with each shared burden.
From that day forward, I learned the importance of honesty and the lasting value of true friendship.

SECTION B: ORAL NARRATIVE ANALYSIS (15 MARKS)
TASK 2: QUESTION 2
Read the following oral narrative and answer the questions that follow: The Wise Tortoise and the Proud Eagle
a. What type of oral narrative is this? Provide a reason for your answer. (2 marks) This is a fable. Reason: It features animal characters (Eagle and Tortoise) that embody human-like qualities (pride, wisdom) and teaches a moral lesson (the importance of wisdom over boastfulness, and the true value of life).
b. Describe two character traits of the Eagle as shown in the story. (4 marks)
i. Proud/Boastful: The Eagle frequently boasts about his ability to fly high and mocks the Tortoise's slow pace. He says, "why bother with your slow crawl when you can fly like me? The world looks so small from up here!" and "Look at this magnificent gem, a treasure from the heavens!"
ii. Arrogant/Dismissive: The Eagle initially dismisses the Tortoise's challenge, laughing at the idea of racing with him. He views the Tortoise as inferior due to his physical limitations. He laughs, "A race with you, Tortoise? This is truly amusing!"
iii. Materialistic (initially): The Eagle believes that the "most precious thing" will be something glittering and shiny, like a jewel. He searches for "glittering jewels, rare feathers, or anything that shone brightly," indicating his focus on superficial value.
iv. Learns/Changes: By the end of the story, the Eagle's pride vanishes, replaced by respect. He realizes the truth in the Tortoise's words and acknowledges the true value of life.
c. With evidence from the story, identify two features of oral narratives evident in this passage. (4 marks)
i. Opening Formula/Stock Beginning (Implied): While not explicitly stated with a traditional "Once upon a time," the phrase "In the vast plains, where the sun painted the sky with vibrant hues, lived a magnificent Eagle..." sets a traditional, narrative tone common in oral storytelling.
ii. Personification: Animals are given human qualities. The Eagle "soared," "mocked," and "laughed," while the Tortoise "possessed a calm and wise mind," "said softly," and showed him the "true value." These actions and attributes are human-like.
iii. Moral Lesson: The story concludes with a clear teaching about values. The Eagle learns that "wisdom is found on the ground, not just in the sky" and the "true value of life" is not in glittering gems but in the small sprout representing life.
iv. Direct Address (Implied): The Eagle's taunts to the Tortoise, "'Oh, Tortoise,' he would call from above, 'why bother with your slow crawl when you can fly like me?'" and the dialogue in general make the story engaging and would involve the audience.
v. Repetition/Parallelism (Implied): The idea of "high" vs. "ground" and "speed" vs. "wisdom" is repeated and contrasted throughout the narrative, which is a common oral technique to emphasize points.
d. What lesson does the Eagle learn at the end of the story? (2 marks) The Eagle learns that true value and wisdom are not found in superficial or material possessions, nor in physical superiority, but in the appreciation of life itself and the wisdom that can be gained from different perspectives, even from those considered "inferior." His pride is replaced by respect for the Tortoise's profound understanding.
e. Suggest two ways you would use gestures and facial expressions to make this story engaging for a Junior School audience. (3 marks)
i. For the Eagle's pride/mockery: I would puff out my chest, stand tall, and make a sweeping gesture with my arm to represent soaring high. When mocking the Tortoise, I would use a scornful facial expression, raising an eyebrow or smirking, and perhaps point downwards with disdain. I would also use a loud, booming voice for his boastful cries and a sharp, echoing sound for his laugh.
ii. For the Tortoise's wisdom/calmness: I would speak in a slow, deliberate, and gentle voice, maintaining a calm and thoughtful facial expression, perhaps with slightly narrowed, knowing eyes. When presenting the sprout, I would hold my hands out carefully and reverently, showing its small size and fragility, emphasizing its preciousness through my posture and gentle demeanor.
iii. For the Eagle's realization: I would show a gradual change in facial expression from arrogance to surprise, then to thoughtful contemplation, and finally to a humble and respectful nod. I might lower my head slightly and soften my posture to convey his vanished pride.
SECTION C: POETRY ANALYSIS (10 MARKS)
TASK 3: QUESTION 3
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow: The River's Song
a. What is the central theme of this poem? (2 marks) The central theme of this poem is the life-giving and inspiring nature of a river, and the lessons humanity can learn from its qualities, such as patience, constancy, and its ability to find its path and provide nourishment. It emphasizes the river as a symbol of life, resilience, and spiritual guidance.
b. Who do you think is the persona in this poem? (2 marks) The persona in this poem is likely an observant and reflective individual, possibly a nature admirer or a philosopher, who finds profound meaning and inspiration in the natural world, particularly from the river. They are someone who contemplates the deeper lessons that nature offers.
c. Identify two examples of personification used in the poem and explain what is being personified. (4 marks)
i. "It whispers secrets to the ancient trees": The river is personified as being able to "whisper secrets." Whispering is a human action, and here it suggests the gentle, murmuring sound of the river and its long-standing connection with the trees.
ii. "It hums a tune, of life and endless grace": The river is personified as being able to "hum a tune." Humming is a human activity, and it refers to the continuous, soothing sound the river makes, associating it with a melody that celebrates life and grace.
iii. "A constant friend, forever fresh and new": The river is personified as a "friend." Friendship is a human relationship, implying the river's dependable, supportive, and enduring presence in the landscape and to humanity.
d. What is the poet's attitude towards the river? (2 marks) 
The poet's attitude towards the river is one of admiration, reverence, and deep respect. The poet sees the river not just as a physical entity but as a source of wisdom, beauty, and life, and suggests that humanity should learn valuable lessons from its qualities.
SECTION D: PROSE ANALYSIS (10 MARKS)
TASK 4: QUESTION 4
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: Amina clutched the worn leather-bound book tightly to her chest...
a. What is the setting of this passage? Provide two details from the text to support your answer. (3 marks) The setting of this passage is a library. Details from the text:
i. "The old library, with its towering shelves and dusty silence, was her sanctuary."
ii. "Each book held a universe, a journey waiting to begin." (This implies a place where many books are kept).
iii. "A faint scent of aged paper and forgotten stories hung heavy in the air, a perfume she deeply cherished." (This describes the characteristic smell of an old library).
b. Who is the main character in this narrative? (1 mark) 
The main character in this narrative is Amina.
c. Why does Amina consider the library her "sanctuary"? (2 marks) 
Amina considers the library her "sanctuary" because it is a place where she feels safe, comfortable, and at peace. It allows her to escape into other worlds through books and find solace in the "dusty silence" and the scent of "aged paper and forgotten stories." It's a place where she can freely indulge her imagination and passion for reading.
d. Identify two feelings or emotions Amina experiences in the passage. (2 marks)
i. Anticipation/Excitement: She is "embarking on an adventure" and her "imagination already soaring" as she is about to read "The Chronicles of Eldoria." She is "ready to lose herself in the world within the pages."
ii. Cherishment/Affection: She "deeply cherished" the faint scent of aged paper and forgotten stories, indicating a strong fondness for the environment and the books.
iii. Comfort/Peace/Security: The library is described as her "sanctuary" and she "settled down" comfortably, suggesting a feeling of ease and tranquility.
e. What kind of book is Amina about to read? (2 marks)
[bookmark: _GoBack] Amina is about to read a fantasy or adventure book titled "The Chronicles of Eldoria," described as "a tale of brave knights and mythical creatures."
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