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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES: 
1. You have been given this question paper and a separate answer sheet. The question paper consists of 50 multiple choice questions.
2. Answer ALL questions on the ANSWER SHEET provided, NOT on the question paper.
3. Do all the necessary rough work on the question paper.
4. Use an ordinary HB pencil.-ENGLISH-

5. Confirm that the answer sheet you have been provided with has the following: 
· YOUR NAME
· YOUR ASSESSMENT NUMBER
· NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL
· NAME OF THE SUBJECT
6. Keep the answer sheet clean and dry. DO NOT fold it.
7. For each of the questions 1-50, four options are given. In each case, only ONE of the four options is correct. Choose the correct option.                                                                                                         Example                                                                                                                                                                           Use the correct preposition to fill in the gap.                                                                                                                       The cat is _____ the table.                                                                                                                                                     A. in B. at C. on D. into                                                                                                                                                                  The correct answer is C.
8. On the answer sheet, the correct answer is to be shown by drawing a DARK LINE inside the box in which the letter you have chosen is written. On the answer sheet, in the set of boxes given for number 40, draw a DARK LINE inside the box with the letter C printed in it as marked below. 40. {A} {B} {C} {D}
9. Your dark line MUST be within the box. DO NOT make any marks outside the boxes.
10. For each question, ONLY ONE box is to be marked.

This paper consists of 6 printed pages. Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing.
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Read the passage below and then answer questions 1 to 6.
Creativity is an essential human trait that allows us to imagine, innovate, and solve problems in unique ways. It's not just about painting or writing; it's about thinking differently in every aspect of life, from science to daily routines. Nurturing creativity in children is crucial for their development. Encouraging them to explore, question, and experiment without fear of failure helps foster this vital skill. Providing various materials like building blocks, art supplies, or even simple natural elements can spark imaginative play. Reading diverse books and telling stories can also expand their horizons and inspire new ideas. Furthermore, allowing children unstructured time for free play gives them the space to invent their own games and narratives, which is fundamental for creative thinking. In a rapidly changing world, the ability to think creatively will be more valuable than ever, enabling individuals to adapt and thrive.
1. 
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2. According to the passage, creativity allows us to           A. solely focus on art and writing.                                        B. only solve problems we already know.                           C. imagine and innovate in various fields.                            D. avoid new experiences.
3. If children are not encouraged to experiment, they might                                                                                   A. become better at following rules.                                  B. develop their creativity faster.                                           C. fear making mistakes and not be creative.                               D. read more books.
4. Which one of the following statements is true according to the passage?                                                          A. Creativity is limited to artistic pursuits.                          B. Unstructured play hinders a child's imagination.                       C. Thinking differently is a core aspect of creativity.                                                                                       D. Reading the same books repeatedly fosters creativity.
5. The expression “spark imaginative play” as used in the passage means                                                                                A. stop children from playing.                                                    B. limit a child's playtime.                                                        C. ignite creativity through play.                                              D. encourage competitive games.
6. Which word in the passage means the same as “vital”? A. Rapidly                                                                                     B. Crucial                                                                                    C. Different                                                                                              D. Unique
7. Which one of the following would be the best title for this passage?                                                                        A. The Importance of Reading                                                     B. How Children Play                                                                 C. Nurturing Creativity                                                               D. The Changing World

Read the passage below and then answer questions 7 to 11.
The ocean is a vast and mysterious place, home to an incredible diversity of life. From the smallest plankton to the largest whales, marine ecosystems are intricate and interconnected. Coral reefs, often called the "rainforests of the sea," teem with colorful fish and other organisms, providing vital habitats and protecting coastlines. However, this delicate balance is under threat. Pollution, particularly plastic waste, chokes marine life and contaminates food chains. Overfishing depletes fish populations, disrupting ecological harmony. Climate change, leading to warmer waters and ocean acidification, further stresses these fragile environments. Protecting our oceans requires a global effort: reducing plastic consumption, supporting sustainable fishing practices, and advocating for policies that combat climate change. By safeguarding marine life, we not only preserve natural beauty but also ensure the health of our planet for future generations.
7. 
8. From paragraph one, we can say that marine ecosystems are                                                                              A. simple and isolated.        B. complex and linked.                                                                                           C. easily understood.           D. mostly empty.
9. Which one of the following is true according to the passage?                                                                                  A. Plastic waste has no effect on marine life.                        B. Coral reefs are deserts of the sea.                                         C. Overfishing helps marine populations grow.                        D. Warmer ocean temperatures harm marine environments.
10. The word “teem” as used in the passage means                    A. empty. B. lack. C. abound. D. dislike.
11. From the passage, “depletes fish populations” means fish populations are                                                        A. increasing. B. decreasing. C. migrating.D. healthy.
12. Which one of the following would be the most suitable title for this passage?                                                     A. The Mystery of the Ocean                                                              B. The Beauty of Coral Reefs                                                    C. Threats to Ocean Health                                                              D. Fishing Practices

Read the passage below and then answer questions 12 to 16.
Recycling is the process of converting waste materials into new materials and objects. It is a key component of modern waste reduction and is the third component of the "Reduce, Reuse, Recycle" waste hierarchy. The benefits of recycling are numerous. Firstly, it reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills, which are rapidly filling up and can leach harmful chemicals into the soil and groundwater. Secondly, recycling conserves natural resources like timber, water, and minerals, as it lessens the need to extract virgin raw materials. This also often results in less air and water pollution than making new products from scratch. Thirdly, recycling saves energy. Manufacturing products from recycled materials typically requires less energy than producing them from new raw materials. For example, recycling aluminum cans saves 95% of the energy needed to make new ones. Lastly, recycling creates jobs in the collection, processing, and manufacturing industries. Therefore, adopting recycling practices is a simple yet impactful way to contribute to a healthier planet and a more sustainable future.
12. 
13. According to the passage, recycling is                                       A. only about throwing away less.                                                 B. making new things from old ones.                                C. increasing landfill waste.                                                D. an ancient method of waste disposal.
14. Which one of the following is a benefit of recycling according to the passage?                                    A. It increases the need for new raw materials.                   B. It fills up landfills faster.                                                          C. It reduces air and water pollution.                                     D. It uses more energy to produce goods.
15. The word “conserves” as used in the passage means the same as                                                                  A. wastes.                                                                          B. uses up.                                                                C. preserves.                                                                                 D. destroys.
16. According to the passage, landfills                                           A. help the environment.                                                   B. are always safe.                                                             C. can harm the environment through leaching.           D. are a good source of natural resources.
17. We can contribute to a healthier planet by                         A. sending more waste to landfills.                                        B. extracting more virgin raw materials.                           C. adopting recycling practices.                                                  D. increasing manufacturing from scratch.



Read the passage below and then answer questions 17 to 20.
Mwangi, Akinyi, Ndungu, and Chebet are all Grade 8 learners at Baraka Junior School. Akinyi and Chebet enjoy playing basketball and swimming. Mwangi and Ndungu like playing football and basketball. Chebet sometimes plays volleyball and practices athletics.
17. Who plays most games?		       A. Mwangi 	B. Akinyi 	C. Ndungu 	D. Chebet
18. Which game is played by most people?    A. Swimming 	B. Football 	C. Basketball 	D. Athletics
19. Which game is the least played? 	       A. Basketball 	B. Athletics 	C. Football 	D. Volleyball
20. All the learners play football except          A. Mwangi.         B. Akinyi.        C. Ndungu.     D. Chebet.
Read the following telephone conversation between two friends, Amina and Ben. It contains blank spaces numbered 21 to 23. For each blank space, select the best alternative from the choices given.
Amina: Hello, Ben. 
Ben: Hi Amina. How are you doing? 
Amina: ____21 . 
Ben: I'm glad you called! I was just thinking about you. What's up? 
Amina: Yes, _____22 . It's supposed to be really good. 
Ben: _____23 .
Amina: Oh, that's a shame. Then I guess I'll just watch it alone. 
Ben: Maybe next time!
21. A. I'm okay, what do you want?                                                                                                                                               B. I'm well, thanks for asking.                                                                                                                                            C. I'm fine, tell me something.                                                                                                                                             D. I'm great, what's new?
22. A. I wanted to tell you about a new movie.                                                                                                                                     B. I was hoping you'd come watch a movie with me tonight.                                                                                           C. I think you should watch a movie.                                                                                                                               D. I need you to watch a movie tonight.
23. A. I can't stand movies.                                                                                                                                                      B. I'm sorry, I already have plans tonight.                                                                                                                             C. No, I don't like watching movies.                                                                                                                                 D. I am busy, find someone else.
For questions 24 and 25, select the alternative that best describes what you would say in each of the situations presented.
24. Your friend accidentally spills juice on your new school uniform. What should you say to your friend?                                                 A. You are so careless!                                              B. It’s okay, accidents happen.                                                                   C. Why did you do that?                                            D. You owe me a new uniform.
25. You want to ask your parent for permission to go to a friend's house. What will you say?                                               A. I am going to John's house.                        B. Can I go to John's house, please?                                                                 C. You should let me go to John's house.       D. I must go to John's house.


Read the passage below. It contains blank spaces numbered 26 to 35. For each blank space, choose the best alternative.
Reading is a wonderful activity that can ____26 your mind and take you to different worlds. It is not just about gaining knowledge; it also helps in developing critical thinking skills and improving vocabulary. For many, reading is a great way to ____27 . Whether it's a thrilling adventure story or a captivating mystery, books offer a unique escape from daily routines. Parents should ____28 reading habits in their children from a young age. This can be done by reading to them regularly and making books easily ____29 . A child who reads frequently is more _____30 to excel academically and develop a strong imagination. Furthermore, reading can ____31 empathy by allowing us to understand different perspectives and experiences. It also helps in sharpening our focus and concentration, skills that are very ____32 in today's fast-paced world. While digital media has gained ____33 , the timeless pleasure of holding a physical book and turning its pages remains unmatched for many. Therefore, let's____ 34 the habit of reading, and encourage it in others, for it truly is a ___35 gift.
26. A. close 		B. broaden 		C. limit 		D. forget
27. A. sleep 		B. relax 		C. work 		D. play
28. A. discourage 		B. ignore 		C. foster 		D. criticize
29. A. hidden 		B. accessible 		C. difficult 		D. expensive
30. A. unlikely 		B. able 		C. probable 		D. unwilling
31. A. decrease 		B. build 		C. destroy 		D. ignore
32. A. useless 		B. irrelevant 		C. valuable 		D. rare
33. A. little 		B. popularity 		C. criticism 		D. disinterest
34. A. abandon 		B. neglect 		C. embrace 		D. avoid
35. A. small 		B. useless 		C. precious 		D. temporary
For questions 36 to 45, select the alternative that best completes the sentence.
36. When the sun sets, we see a _________ of stars in the night sky.                                                                                                 A. galaxy                                                                                                                                                                   B. group                                                                                                                                                                            C. cluster                                                                                                                                                                                       D. constellation
37. 
38. A group of lions is called a ____________.                                                                                                                            A. herd                                                                             B. pack                                                                           C. pride                                                                                   D. flock
39. The cupboard is completely empty. ___________ is left inside.                                                                                         A. Anything                                                                   B. Something                                                              C. Nothing                                                                         D. Everything
40. "Did _________ answer the phone when I called?" asked the caller.                                                                                 A. no one                                                                B. someone                                                                       C. anyone                                                                              D. everyone
41. He is very good ___________ playing the guitar.                                                                                                                 A. at         B. in            C. on       D. by
42. You went to the market, __________?                                                                                                                              A. did you                                                                              B. do you                                                                           C. didn't you                                                                        D. don't you
43. The students have finished their assignments, ___________?                                                                                             A. have they                                                                       B. haven't they                                                               C. did they                                                                                                D. didn't they
44. ___________ you study hard, you will not pass the exam.                                                                                                 A. If                                     B. Unless                                                                                C. Since                               D. Although
45. Neither the teacher nor the students _________ aware of the sudden change.                                                                    A. was        B. is     C. are          D. has been

46. "This book belongs to me. It is ___________," said John.                                                                                                A. yours                                                                           B. hers                                                                               C. mine                                                                                D. theirs




46. Which one of the following sentences is correctly punctuated?                                                                                             A. "What a beautiful day," exclaimed Jane.                                                                                                                       B. "What a beautiful day," exclaimed Jane!                                                                                                                   C. "What a beautiful day!" exclaimed Jane.                                                                                                                         D. "What a beautiful day"! exclaimed Jane.
47. Which one of the following alternatives means the same as the underlined sentence?
The boy kicked the ball.
A. The ball was kicked by the boy.                                                                                                                                               B. The ball is being kicked by the boy.                                                                                                                                       C. The ball is kicked by the boy.                                                                                                                                                       D. The ball was being kicked by the boy.
48. Choose the alternative that correctly combines the following sentences.
It was raining heavily. We decided to stay indoors.
A. It was raining heavily and we decided to stay indoors.    B. It was raining heavily but we decided to stay indoors.                   C. It was raining heavily also we decided to stay indoors.    D. It was raining heavily until we decided to stay indoors.
For questions 49 and 50, choose the alternative that means the same as the underlined.
49. My grandmother always tells me to steer clear of bad company.                                                                                                           A. ignore             
B. avoid                   
C. join               
D. observe
50. After a long day of work, I like to wind down with a good book.                                                                                                  A. get excited      
B. start working        
C. relax             
D. become active
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