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SECTION A: COMPOSITION
TASK 1: COMPOSITION (15 marks)
Write a composition ending with: "...As I walked away, I knew that even the smallest act of kindness could make a world of difference."
The sun beat down relentlessly on the dusty market square, reflecting off the corrugated iron roofs of the stalls and making the air shimmer with heat. Ten-year-old Juma clutched the tattered edges of his worn-out book, his stomach rumbling in protest. He’d been trying to sell his mother’s handmade baskets all morning, but customers were scarce, and the few who passed by seemed uninterested. Despair began to knot in his chest. He needed to earn enough for their evening meal, and time was running out.
He watched enviously as other vendors made sales, their voices cheerful and their pockets seemingly heavier. A particularly loud laugh drew his attention to a fruit stall where a well-dressed woman was haggling over mangoes. Her shopping bag, a sturdy canvas tote, was overflowing with colourful produce. As she turned to leave, a small, worn leather wallet slipped unnoticed from her bag and landed silently in the dust. Juma’s heart pounded. He glanced around. No one else seemed to have noticed. His mind raced. This wallet could solve all his problems for the day, maybe even for a week! He could buy food, pay for his little sister’s medicine, perhaps even a new shirt for himself.
His hand instinctively reached out, hovering over the dusty wallet. The temptation was immense, a shimmering mirage in the oppressive heat. But then, an image of his mother’s tired but honest face flashed in his mind. She had always taught him the importance of integrity, even in the face of hardship. "Honesty is like a seed, Juma," she would say. "Plant it, and it will grow into a tree of trust." His fingers trembled, but not from greed.
Taking a deep breath, Juma called out, "Excuse me, Madam! You dropped something!" The woman, already a few steps away, turned, her expression curious. Juma picked up the wallet, brushed off the dust, and held it out to her. "This fell from your bag," he said, his voice surprisingly steady.
The woman’s eyes widened as she recognized her wallet. A look of relief, quickly followed by profound gratitude, washed over her face. "Oh, my goodness! Thank you, thank you so much, young man! I hadn't even realized it was gone!" She quickly opened it, counted the money inside, and then, with a warm smile, pulled out a few notes and handed them to Juma. "Please, take this. You have saved my day!"
Juma’s eyes welled up. It was more than he had hoped to earn all day. He thanked her profusely, his voice thick with emotion. The woman also bought two of his mother's baskets, praising their craftsmanship. As I walked away, the weight of the money in my hand felt lighter than the joy in my heart. ...As I walked away, I knew that even the smallest act of kindness could make a world of difference.

SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 marks)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow. The Hare and the Tortoise
a. What caused the Hare to challenge the Tortoise to a race? (2mks) 
The Hare's boastful nature and his feeling of particular pride in his speed caused him to challenge the Tortoise. He was known for mocking other animals for their slowness, and he specifically scoffed at the Tortoise, calling him a "slowpoke."
b. Identify two instances of contrast between the Hare and the Tortoise. (4mks) 
i. The Hare is described as boastful and proud of his speed, often mocking others, while the Tortoise is humble and steady, always taking his time. 
ii. The Hare is fast and quick to shoot off like an arrow, but also prone to stopping and resting, while the Tortoise is slow and laborious but never stops or rests.
c. What is the climax of this story? (2mks) 
The climax of the story is when the Hare finally wakes up from his nap, startled by the setting sun, and realizes how much time has passed. He then sprints towards the baobab tree, only to see the Tortoise just a few steps from the finish line, about to win. This is the peak of tension and realization for the Hare.
d. What moral lesson can be learned from this story? (2mks) 
The main moral lesson learned from this story is that "slow and steady wins the race." It teaches the importance of perseverance, consistency, and humility over arrogance and overconfidence.
e. Give one proverb that summarizes the main message of the story. (2mks) 
"Slow and steady wins the race."
f. Why is this story considered as an oral literature? Give one reason. (2mks) 
This story is considered oral literature because it has been passed down through generations by word of mouth, rather than being originally written. It's a traditional tale often used to teach moral lessons.
TASK 3: POETRY
Read the poem below then answer the questions that follow. School's Morning Call By A. Learners
a. What is the central theme of this poem? (2mks) 
The central theme of this poem is the importance and value of education and the positive impact of school on children's growth and future. It highlights the school as a place of learning, discovery, and hope.
b. Identify two examples of alliteration from the poem. (2mks) 
i. "sweet chime" (line 3) 
ii. "busy hallways, bright sound" (line 5)
 Another example: "futures that sparkle, and truly are fine" (line 16)
c. Explain what the phrase "hallowed ground" suggests about the school. (2mks) 
The phrase "hallowed ground" suggests that the school is a sacred, respected, and special place. It implies that the school is a place of great significance and importance, perhaps due to the profound learning and growth that happens within its walls, deserving of reverence and admiration.
d. What image does the line "From history's tales to numbers grand" create in your mind about the subjects taught at school? (2mks) 
This line creates an image of a wide and diverse range of subjects being taught at school. "History's tales" suggests subjects like Social Studies, English, or even literature, involving stories and narratives. "Numbers grand" clearly refers to Mathematics and potentially other analytical subjects, implying complex and important concepts. It suggests a comprehensive curriculum.
e. In your own words, describe the mood of the poem. (3mks) 
The mood of the poem is predominantly hopeful and inspiring. It conveys a sense of positive anticipation and potential, particularly for the students' futures. There is also a feeling of order and guidance, as represented by the routine of the school day and the teachers' roles, contributing to a calm and encouraging atmosphere.
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