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Read the passage below and then answer questions 1 to 6.
Water is essential for all living things. It covers about 71% of the Earth's surface, making our planet look blue from space. Most of this water is saltwater found in oceans and seas, which is not suitable for drinking or watering crops. Only a small percentage is fresh water, found in rivers, lakes, glaciers, and underground. This precious freshwater is what we rely on for our daily needs.
However, freshwater resources are limited and are becoming increasingly scarce due to various factors. Pollution from industries, agriculture, and domestic waste contaminates rivers and lakes, making the water unsafe. Overpopulation and increasing demand for water in homes, farms, and factories also put a strain on available supplies. Climate change is another major concern, as it alters rainfall patterns, leading to more frequent droughts in some areas and floods in others.
Conserving water is crucial for a sustainable future. Simple actions like fixing leaky taps, taking shorter showers, and reusing water for gardening can make a big difference. Communities and governments also have a role to play by investing in water treatment plants, promoting efficient irrigation methods, and educating people about water conservation. By working together, we can ensure that there is enough clean water for everyone, now and for generations to come.
1. 
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2. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?                    A. Most of Earth's water is freshwater.                            B. Water covers a large part of the Earth.                      C. Saltwater is important for daily needs.                            D. Water is essential and mostly found in oceans.
3. Which of the following is not a factor contributing to freshwater scarcity?                                                           A. Pollution from industries.                                                B. Climate change altering rainfall.                                    C. Increased demand from overpopulation.                               D. Glaciers melting into rivers.
4. According to the passage, why is ocean water not suitable for drinking?                                                            A. It is too cold.                                                                        B. It contains too much salt.                                                  C. It is found in large bodies.                                                                                   D. It is used for transport.
5. What can we conclude about water conservation?      A. It is only the responsibility of governments.                         B. It involves only industrial changes.                                 C. It is vital for a long-term supply of clean water. D. It is not necessary if there are many rivers.
6. Which word in the passage means 'to make something impure or unsafe'?                                          A. Conserving                                                                        B. Contaminates                                                                    C. Scarcity                                                                             D. Sustainable
7. What is an example of a simple action for water conservation mentioned in the passage?                              A. Building new water treatment plants.                                B. Taking longer showers.                                                      C. Fixing leaky taps.                                                                    D. Ignoring water wastage.

Read th e passage below and then answer questions 7 to 11.
The African baobab tree is one of the most iconic and ancient trees on Earth, often called the "Tree of Life." It is native to the drier regions of Africa, including Kenya, and can live for thousands of years, with some specimens estimated to be over 2,000 years old. Baobabs are easily recognizable by their massive, swollen trunks, which can store thousands of litres of water during dry seasons, allowing them to survive in harsh environments. This water storage capacity is why they are so vital to wildlife and people in arid areas.
Beyond their unique appearance, baobab trees provide numerous benefits. Their leaves are edible and rich in vitamins, often used in soups and sauces. The fruit, known as "monkey bread," is packed with Vitamin C, antioxidants, and minerals, and is consumed fresh or used to make drinks and powders. Even the bark and roots have traditional medicinal uses. Additionally, the hollow trunks of older baobabs sometimes serve as shelters for animals or even as human dwellings, shops, or bus stops!
Despite their resilience, baobab trees face threats from habitat loss, climate change, and unsustainable harvesting. Conservation efforts are crucial to protect these magnificent trees, ensuring they continue to provide ecological and economic benefits for future generations. Their continued existence is a testament to nature's ability to adapt and survive.
7. 
8. What is the main reason the baobab tree is called the "Tree of Life"?                                                            A. It has very long branches.                                              B. It provides many benefits and survives in harsh conditions.                                                                             C. It is the tallest tree in Africa.                                           D. It grows only near water bodies.
9. Which part of the baobab tree is used to store water?                                                                                A. Its leaves.                                                                 B. Its fruit.                                                                         C. Its massive trunk.                                                            D. Its roots.
10. According to the passage, what can the "monkey bread" fruit be used for?                                                     A. Building materials.                                                        B. Making drinks and powders.                                         C. Fuel for fires.                                                                   D. Only animal feed.
11. Why are conservation efforts important for baobab trees?                                                                     A. To make them grow taller.                                              B. To help them store more water.                                      C. To protect them from threats and ensure their future.                                                                                       D. To make their leaves taste better.
12. Which word in the passage describes the ability of the tree to recover or withstand difficult conditions?                                                                           A. Recognizable                                                                 B. Resilience                                                                          C. Unique                                                                                                       D. Sustainable



Read the passage below and then answer questions 12 to 16.
Learning a new skill, like playing a musical instrument or coding, can be a rewarding experience that offers numerous benefits beyond the skill itself. When you start something new, you often face challenges and setbacks. For instance, learning the guitar might involve sore fingers and frustrating chords, while coding could mean hours of debugging errors. These moments, however, are opportunities for growth.
Overcoming these difficulties builds perseverance and problem-solving skills. You learn to break down complex tasks into smaller, manageable steps and to approach problems from different angles. The patience developed during practice sessions can extend to other areas of your life, making you more resilient when facing academic or personal hurdles. Additionally, the satisfaction of finally mastering a difficult piece of music or successfully writing a complex program provides a significant boost to self-confidence.
Moreover, acquiring new skills often opens doors to new communities and experiences. A guitarist might join a band, while a coder might collaborate on projects with others. These interactions foster social skills and networking opportunities. Ultimately, the process of learning, with its ups and downs, teaches you more about yourself and your capabilities than just the skill itself. It's about developing a growth mindset – the belief that your abilities can be developed through dedication and hard work.
12. 
13. What is the main idea of the passage?                                                                                                                                 A. Learning new skills is always easy and fun.                                                                                                                                  B. Only musical instruments are important to learn.                                                                                                      C. The process of learning new skills develops important life qualities.                                                                              D. Coding is the most difficult skill to acquire.


14. According to the passage, what happens when you overcome difficulties in learning a new skill?                                                                                     A. You become less confident.                                                                                                                                           B. You build perseverance and problem-solving skills.                                                                                                     C. You stop learning new things.                                                                                                                                      D. You lose interest quickly.
15. 
16. Which of the following is an example of a challenge mentioned when learning a new skill? A. Receiving a prize.                                                          B. Joining a new community.                                        C. Frustrating chords on a guitar.                                    D. Gaining self-confidence.
17. How does learning a new skill affect your social life?                                                                                             A. It makes you isolate yourself.                                                  B. It opens doors to new communities and interactions.                                                                         C. It makes you forget old friends.                                        D. It forces you to only learn alone.
18. 
19. What does the term "growth mindset" mean in the context of the passage?                                                     A. Believing that your abilities are fixed and cannot change.                                                                                  B. The idea that you can only learn skills quickly.                                                                                                           C. The belief that your abilities can be developed through hard work.                                                                                           D. Focusing only on the end result, not the process.

Read the passage below and then answer questions 17 to 20.
Mr. Kimani, Mrs. Njoroge, and Mr. Ochieng are teachers at Green Valley School, and each has a different favourite subject to teach. Mr. Kimani, a keen historian, enjoys teaching Social Studies and often takes his students on educational trips to historical sites. Mrs. Njoroge, on the other hand, finds joy in the precision of numbers and equations, so her favourite subject is Mathematics. She loves helping students solve complex problems. Mr. Ochieng is passionate about the natural world; his lessons often involve practical experiments and outdoor observations, making Science his top choice. All three teachers agree that connecting with students and making learning fun is their shared priority, even with their varied interests.
17. 
18. Which teacher enjoys teaching Social Studies?           A. Mr. Kimani                                                                   B. Mrs. Njoroge                                                                   C. Mr. Ochieng                                                                  D. None of the above
19. What is Mrs. Njoroge's favourite subject?                        A. Science                                                                              B. History                                                                           C. Mathematics                                                                             D. Social Studies
20. Which teacher's lessons often involve practical experiments and outdoor observations?                                  A. Mr. Kimani                B. Mrs. Njoroge                          C. Mr. Ochieng               D. All three teachers
21. What do all three teachers at Green Valley School share as a priority?                                                      A. Taking students on historical trips.                              B. Solving complex math problems.                                   C. Making learning fun and connecting with students.                                                                              D. Teaching only one specific subject.

For questions 21-23 choose the phrase that best fills in the blank space.
Manager: We need to find a way to improve our team's communication.                                                                             Sarah: 21_________ , but I think we should start by understanding the current challenges.                                                           Manager: That’s a good point, Sarah. What do you suggest?                                                                                                Sarah: Well, 22__________ , we could conduct a quick survey to get everyone's anonymous feedback.                                                 Manager: Excellent idea! That would give us a clearer picture.                                                                                                        Sarah: 23___________ , we might also consider a brief workshop on effective communication next month.
21. A. Excuse me for interrupting   B. I completely agree   C. I don't think so            D. I'm not sure about that
22. A. I have no idea how                B. Just a thought          C. I think it’s impossible D. To be honest
23. A. I’ve said enough                    B. I’m quite certain      C. Before I forget        D. I won’t say anything else
For questions 24 and 25, select the alternative that best describes what you would say in each of the situations presented.
24. You accidentally bump into someone in a crowded hallway. What will you say?                                                                      A. Get out of my way!                                             B. Watch where you're going!                                                           C. Oh, I'm so sorry!                                                 D. Why are you standing there?
25. Your friend offers you a piece of cake, but you are not hungry. What will you say politely?                                       A. No, I don't want that.                                                     B. You shouldn't have offered.                                                                               C. That looks lovely, but I'm quite full, thank you.           D. I never eat cake.
CLOZE TEST
Read the passage below. It contains blank spaces numbered 26-35. For each blank space, choose the best alternative.
Mwangi woke up early, excited. Today was the day he would finally go to the national park for the first time. His father had 26 him about the visit for weeks, and Mwangi could barely sleep. He quickly got dressed and rushed to the kitchen, where the smell of pancakes 27 the air. His mother smiled as he took his seat at the table. "Morning, sleepyhead," she teased. "Are you ready for your big 28 ?"
Mwangi nodded enthusiastically, his mouth full of pancakes. After breakfast, his family packed a picnic basket 29 essentials like water bottles, sandwiches, and fruit. "Remember," his father said, "we need to be very quiet when we see the animals. We don't want to 30 them." Mwangi promised to be on his best behaviour.
The drive to the park was long, 31 Mwangi spent the time looking out the window, imagining all the animals he would see. 32 they arrived, a friendly park ranger greeted them. "Welcome to our beautiful park," he said. "Please follow the signs and enjoy your 33 ." Mwangi spotted a group of zebras grazing peacefully in the distance. He felt a rush of excitement. This was going to be the 34 adventure ever! He couldn't wait to tell his friends all 35 his day.
26. A. told 			B. promised 			C. informed 			D. shared
27. A. filled 			B. covered 			C. spread 			D. floated
28. A. journey 			B. trip 				C. outing 			D. travel
29. A. with 			B. by 				C. for 				D. of
30. A. frighten 			B. annoy 			C. disturb 			D. chase
31. A. because 			B. so 				C. yet 				D. but
32. A. When 			B. While 			C. As soon as 			D. Before
33. A. stay 			B. tour 			C. visit 			D. walk
34. A. more 			B. better 			C. best 			D. most
35. A. about 			B. for 				C. with 			D. from
For questions 36-45, choose the answer that best completes the sentences.
36. 
37. The school team played exceptionally well, _____ they won the championship.                                             A. yet       B. so       C. but       D. although
38. A group of birds flew gracefully _____ the sky. A. on        B. in       C. at         D. from
39. There was _____ food left after the party; everyone had eaten plenty.                                               A. much        B. a few     C. little    D. a lot of
40. The children are excited about the school trip, _____?                                                                               A. aren't they                                                                       B. are they                                                                              C. do they                                                                                  D. don't they
41. Neither John nor his brothers _____ coming to the meeting.                                                                             A. is       B. was      C. are        D. has been
42. Five kilograms of maize flour _____ enough for the meal.                                                                             A. are       B. were       C. is        D. have been
43. The news from the radio station _____ quite shocking.                                                                             A. were        B. are       C. seem     D. was
44. The little kitten _____ to be sleeping peacefully on the mat.                                                                           A. appears                                                                                B. appear                                                                              C. appearing                                                                           D. appeared
45. Jane is the _____ of the two sisters.                                             A. elder                                                                                   B. eldest                                                                              C. older                                                                                  D. oldest
46. The pupils were advised to avoid _____ the glass bottles into the bin.                                                               A. throwing                                                                      B. thrown                                                                                      C. to throw                                                                                D. throws

For questions 46 and 47, choose the grammatically correct sentence.
46. A. Each of the students have their own book.                                                                                                                          B. Each of the students has their own book.                                                                                                                     C. Each of the students has his or her own book.                                                                                                                     D. Each of the students have his or her own book.
47. A. "What a beautiful day!" exclaimed the girl.                                                                                                                     B. "What a beautiful day"! exclaimed the girl.                                                                                                                C. "What a beautiful day," exclaimed the girl!                                                                                                                       D. What a beautiful day! exclaimed the girl.
For questions 48 and 49, choose the sentence that means the same as the given sentence.
48. The chef prepared a delicious meal.                                                                                                                                     A. A delicious meal was prepared by the chef.                                                                                                                   B. A delicious meal is being prepared by the chef.                                                                                                         C. The chef has been preparing a delicious meal.                                                                                                               D. The chef had prepared a delicious meal.
49. Despite the heavy rain, the football match continued.                                                                                                         A. The football match stopped because of the heavy rain.                                                                                              B. The football match continued although it rained heavily.                                                                                              C. The football match continued, and there was no rain.                                                                                                  D. The heavy rain caused the football match to be cancelled.
For question 50, choose the opposite of the underlined word.
50. The brave firefighter extinguished the flames.                                                                                                                     A. lit                                                                                                                                                                                 B. reduced                                                                                                                                                                                        C. contained                                                                                                                                                                             D. controlled
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