[bookmark: _GoBack][image: A young student of college is helping his friend up above on the graduation  cap | Premium Vector]
	Candidate’s Name
	
	Assessment Number
	

	School Name
	
	School Code
	

	Candidate’s Signature
	
	Date
	


THE KENYA NATIONAL JUNIOR EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT SERIES
 
901/2: ENGLISH (Composition and Literary Analysis)
Time: 1 hour 50 minutes
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
1. Write your name and assessment number in the spaces provided.
2. Write the name and code of your school in the spaces provided.
3. Write the date of the assessment and sign in the spaces provided.-ENGLISH-

4. This question paper consists of two sections: A and B.
5. Answer ALL questions in this paper.
6. Write ALL the answers in the spaces provided in this question paper.
7. DO NOT remove any page from this question paper.
8. Answer the questions in English.
For official use only
	
	Task 1
	Task 2
	Task 3
	Task 4
	Task 5

	Question
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Question 3
	Question 4
	Question 5

	Maximum Score
	15
	10
	5
	10
	10

	Candidate’s Score
	
	
	
	
	



This paper consists of 7 printed pages. Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing.
© 2025 The Kenya Junior School Examinations and Assessment Series.                                           Turn over








SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
1. Write your composition in the spaces provided.
Imagine you are the class secretary. Write a notice inviting your classmates to a clean-up day organized by the school. Include the date, time, venue, purpose, and what they should carry.
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
Answer ALL questions in this section.
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
2. Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
Long, long ago, in a land where the sun kissed the plains, there lived a proud Lion and a clever Jackal. Lion, the king of the jungle, ruled with a loud roar and immense power, often taking whatever he wanted. Jackal, small but cunning, always had a trick up his sleeve.
One dry season, food became scarce. Lion grew weak and hungry. Jackal, seeing his chance, approached Lion. "Oh, mighty King," he began, bowing low, "I know of a hidden valley, rich with game, but it's a place only wisdom can open."
Lion, desperate for food, agreed. "Lead the way, little Jackal, and a share of the feast shall be yours!"
Jackal led Lion to a narrow cave entrance. "King, to enter this valley, one must roar their hunger to the spirits of the land," Jackal explained. "Your roar, so magnificent, will surely open the path."
Lion, proud and eager, let out a thunderous roar. The sound echoed through the cave, causing a rockslide that trapped him inside. Jackal, having foreseen this, quickly slipped away before the entrance sealed completely. He then went to the other animals and warned them of Lion's hunger and the danger he posed. The other animals, grateful, shared their food with Jackal, while Lion eventually found a way out, humbled but much thinner. This is the end of my tale.
(a) Identify the following in this story. (2 marks)
i. Opening formula
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Closing formula
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two ways you would make it more interesting. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) What does Jackal say in the story that shows he is clever? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story.
(i) Hyperbole (1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(ii) Dialogue (1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 3: POETRY
3. Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow. (5 marks)
The Journey of a Dream
A dream was born one silent night,
Beneath the stars, so pure and bright.
It fluttered soft on wings of air,
A whisper bold, a hope laid bare.
It drifted past the hills and trees,
Carried gently by the breeze.
Through city streets and fields of green,
It searched for places never seen.
It knocked on windows fast asleep,
Where secrets lie and wishes keep.
It danced through minds both young and old,
A silent story yet untold.
It found a child with eyes so wide,
And curled up softly by her side.
It showed her skies she’d never flown,
And lands where courage stands alone.
She saw a mountain tall and steep,
A place that called her from her sleep.
The dream said, “Climb, and you shall see,
The strength you hold inside of thee.”
Through storm and wind, she made her way,
With heart that would not break or sway.
Though paths were hard and nights were long,
Her dream kept singing loud and strong.
At last she reached the mountain’s crest,
And stood with pride and beating chest.
The dream beside her softly said,
“You found the light within your head.”
The stars then danced around her feet,
The wind and sky began to meet.
The dream took flight into the blue,
To seek another heart that’s true.
For dreams, you see, are never still—
They move with hope and stubborn will.
They bloom where faith and effort grow,
And shine in hearts that dare to go.
So if a dream knocks at your door,
Don’t turn away or ask for more.
Hold tight its hand, begin the climb—
For dreams arrive in perfect time.
 (a) How many stanzas are in this poem? (1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
 (b) Identify two examples of personification in the poem. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) What does the poem suggest about the wind's role in nature? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 4: DRAMA
4. Read the section of a play below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
Act Three
Scene Two
A dimly lit community hall. CHAIRPERSON MWIKALI is at the podium, looking weary. SEVERAL VILLAGERS are scattered in the seats, some murmuring, others looking frustrated. A young woman, RAHMA, stands up.
RAHMA: Chairperson, we’ve been discussing the water shortage for hours. We need action, not just words! Our crops are dying, and our children are thirsty.
CHAIRPERSON MWIKALI: (Raises a hand, trying to calm the crowd) I understand your frustration, Rahma. Believe me, I do. We have tried everything. The well has run dry, and the nearest river is miles away.
VILLAGER 1: (Shouts) But what about the government funds? What happened to the project to dig a new borehole?
CHAIRPERSON MWIKALI: (Sighs) The funds were delayed, and the drilling equipment broke down. We are doing our best, but resources are scarce.
RAHMA: (Steps forward confidently) Perhaps we don't need to wait for outside help. My grandmother always spoke of an ancient underground spring, hidden near the old baobab tree. It’s hard to find, but it never dries up.
VILLAGER 2: (Scoffs) An old legend! We need real solutions, Rahma!
RAHMA: (Firmly) Sometimes, ancient wisdom holds the real solutions. If we work together, with our own hands and knowledge, we can find it. Who is with me? (Slowly, some villagers look at each other, then begin to nod in agreement.)
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Rahma. (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(d) What shows that the villagers are losing patience at the beginning of the scene? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 5: NOVELLA
5. Read the section of a novella below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
The air in the old, forgotten library was thick with the scent of aging paper and dust. Twelve-year-old Leo pushed open a creaky wooden door, revealing shelves upon shelves of books, some crumbling, others surprisingly well-preserved. His grandmother, a historian, had always spoken of a hidden room here, a place of profound knowledge.
"Are you sure this is it, Grandma?" Leo whispered, his voice echoing in the vast silence. He held a dim lantern, its light dancing on the spines of forgotten tales.
His grandmother, Mama Asha, adjusted her glasses, her eyes gleaming with anticipation. "The old manuscripts spoke of a chamber of enlightenment, young one. A place where the past whispers its secrets." She pointed to a faded inscription above a particularly heavy-looking book. "Only a heart open to discovery can unlock its mysteries."
Leo touched the inscription, a strange warmth spreading through his fingers. Suddenly, a section of the bookshelf slowly rotated inwards, revealing a narrow passage. Beyond it, a soft, ethereal glow emanated. Leo looked at Mama Asha, his eyes wide with wonder. "It... it opened!"
Mama Asha smiled, a wise and gentle expression. "Indeed. The journey into knowledge often begins with a single step, and an open heart. Shall we enter, Leo?" Leo nodded, his heart thumping with excitement as they stepped into the glowing passage, ready to uncover the library's deepest secrets.
(a) What is the setting of the story? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Describe two character traits of Mama Asha. (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
 (c) Apart from Leo, name two other characters in this story. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(d) What suggests that the hidden room is not easily accessible to everyone? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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