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901/2: ENGLISH (Composition and Literary Analysis)
MARKING SCHEME
Section A: Composition
Task 1: Composition
NOTICE
TO: All Classmates 
FROM: [Your Name], Class Secretary 
DATE: June 7, 2025

SUBJECT: INVITATION TO SCHOOL CLEAN-UP DAY!
Dear Classmates,
This is to kindly invite all of you to a special school clean-up day, organized by our school management, aimed at making our environment cleaner and more pleasant for everyone.
Date: Saturday, June 15, 2025 Time: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Venue: School Grounds (including classrooms, fields, and common areas) Purpose: To improve our school environment by collecting litter, tidying up gardens, and ensuring our learning spaces are sparkling clean.
Please remember to carry the following items to help with the clean-up:
a) Gloves
b) Rakes
c) Rubbish bags
d) Old cloths
Your participation is highly valued and will contribute significantly to making our school a better place. Let's work together for a cleaner and healthier environment!
Thank you,
 [Your Name] 
Class Secretary

Section B: Literary Analysis
Task 2: Oral Literature
(a) Identify the following in this story. 
i. Opening formula: Long, long ago, in a land where the sun kissed the plains, there lived... 
ii. Closing formula: This is the end of my tale.
(b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two ways you would make it more interesting. 
 I would use different voices for the Lion and the Jackal to make their dialogue more engaging. 
I would use gestures and facial expressions to show the Lion's pride and hunger, and the Jackal's cunning.
(c) What does Jackal say in the story that shows he is clever? 
Jackal says, "I know of a hidden valley, rich with game, but it's a place only wisdom can open." This shows his cleverness because he sets up the trap by appealing to Lion's weakness (hunger) and pride ("Your roar, so magnificent, will surely open the path").
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story.
 (i) Hyperbole: "...a loud roar and immense power, often taking whatever he wanted." (The phrase "immense power, often taking whatever he wanted" and "thunderous roar" are exaggerations to emphasize Lion's strength and dominance.) 
(ii) Dialogue: "Oh, mighty King," he began, bowing low, "I know of a hidden valley, rich with game, but it's a place only wisdom can open." OR "Lead the way, little Jackal, and a share of the feast shall be yours!" OR "King, to enter this valley, one must roar their hunger to the spirits of the land." OR "Your roar, so magnificent, will surely open the path."
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story?
 We learn that cunning and intelligence can overcome brute strength. It also teaches us about the dangers of pride and greed, as Lion's pride led to his downfall.
Task 3: Poetry
(a) How many stanzas are in this poem? There are 10 stanzas in the poem.
(b) Identify two examples of personification in the poem. 
 "A dream was born one silent night..." (Dreams cannot be born.) 
"It fluttered soft on wings of air," (Dreams do not have wings or flutter.) 
 "Carried gently by the breeze." (Dreams cannot be carried.) 
"It searched for places never seen." (Dreams cannot search.) 
"It knocked on windows fast asleep," (Dreams cannot knock.) 
 "Where secrets lie and wishes keep." (Secrets cannot lie or wishes keep.) 
 "It danced through minds both young and old," (Dreams cannot dance.) 
 "The dream said, 'Climb, and you shall see, / The strength you hold inside of thee.'" (Dreams cannot speak.) 
"Her dream kept singing loud and strong." (Dreams cannot sing.) 
"The dream beside her softly said," (Dreams cannot speak.) 
 "The dream took flight into the blue," (Dreams cannot take flight.) 
 "For dreams, you see, are never still— / They move with hope and stubborn will." (Dreams cannot be still or move with will.) 
 "They bloom where faith and effort grow," (Dreams cannot bloom.) 
"Hold tight its hand, begin the climb—" (Dreams do not have hands.)
(c) What does the poem suggest about the wind's role in nature? 
The poem suggests that the wind can be a gentle and supportive force, as it "Carried gently by the breeze" the dream. It also implies the wind can be a challenging force that needs to be overcome, as seen in "Through storm and wind, she made her way."

Task 4: Drama
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? The events take place in a dimly lit community hall.
(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play? The main problem is a severe water shortage affecting the villagers, leading to dying crops and thirsty children.
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Rahma. 
Assertive/Proactive: Rahma confidently stands up and demands action, saying, "We need action, not just words!" and "Perhaps we don't need to wait for outside help." 
Resourceful/Knowledgeable: She brings up the idea of the "ancient underground spring, hidden near the old baobab tree," showing a unique solution based on traditional knowledge. 
Determined/Confident: Despite Villager 2 scoffing, Rahma stands "Firmly" and states, "Sometimes, ancient wisdom holds the real solutions. If we work together... we can find it."
(d) What shows that the villagers are losing patience at the beginning of the scene? The stage directions state that "SEVERAL VILLAGERS are scattered in the seats, some murmuring, others looking frustrated." Rahma also explicitly states, "Chairperson, we’ve been discussing the water shortage for hours. We need action, not just words!" Villager 1 shouts, "But what about the government funds?" All these indicate their growing impatience.

Task 5: Novella
(a) What is the setting of the story? The story is set in an old, forgotten library, specifically a "hidden room" or "chamber of enlightenment" within it.
(b) Describe two character traits of Mama Asha. 
 Knowledgeable/Wise: She is a historian who knows about the "hidden room" and "chamber of enlightenment" from "old manuscripts," and speaks of "wisdom" and "profound knowledge." Her smile is described as "wise and gentle."  Encouraging/Patient: She guides Leo, explaining the inscription and then smiling gently as he makes the discovery, inviting him to "Shall we enter, Leo?" rather than rushing him. 
 Mysterious: Her eyes "gleaming with anticipation" and her knowledge of a "chamber of enlightenment" give her a somewhat enigmatic quality.
(c) Apart from Leo, name two other characters in this story. The other character mentioned is Mama Asha (Leo's grandmother).
(d) What suggests that the hidden room is not easily accessible to everyone? It is described as a "hidden room" and requires "a heart open to discovery" to "unlock its mysteries," implying it's not a simple door to open. A "faded inscription" and a bookshelf that "slowly rotated inwards" also suggest it's a secret or restricted access.
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