[image: A young student of college is helping his friend up above on the graduation  cap | Premium Vector]THE KENYA NATIONAL JUNIOR EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT SERIES
JULY-AUGUST 2025
809: ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (Theory)                                                   
MARKING SCHEME
SECTION A: Answers
1. B. Honesty
2. A. Zakat
3. B. Obedience and generosity
4. A. Salah
5. B. Respect for worship
6. D. Qur’an
7. C. Nuh (AS)
8. C. Generosity
9. C. Cleanliness
10. C. Assalamu Alaikum
11. C. Patience and trust in Allah
12. B. Akhlaq
13. C. Honesty
14. A. Mercy
15. B. Brotherhood and sisterhood
16. C. Obeying His commands
17. A. Taqwa
18. C. Israa wal Mi’raj
19. B. Cleanliness and purity
20. C. Advise the mocker kindly
SECTION B: 
21. (a) During a science lesson, Amina says that the world created itself.
Explain how you would help her understand the Islamic view of creation. (4 marks)
I would explain to Amina that in Islam, we believe that Allah (God) is the sole Creator of the universe. The Qur'an, our holy book, and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) clearly state that nothing can create itself. Everything we see, from the smallest atom to the vast galaxies, is a testament to Allah's infinite power, wisdom, and knowledge. He created everything from nothing, and His creation is perfect and purposeful.
I'd emphasize that science, in fact, helps us appreciate the intricate design and order in the universe, which points to a magnificent Creator. For example, the precise laws of physics, the delicate balance of ecosystems, and the complexity of living organisms all suggest intelligent design rather than random self-creation. The diversity of life, the cycle of day and night, the movements of celestial bodies – all these are signs (ayat) from Allah for those who reflect. Therefore, the Islamic view is that Allah is the First Cause, the Originator of everything, and nothing exists without His command and will.


(b) Mention two signs of Allah’s creation that show His greatness. (2 marks)
· The vastness and intricate order of the universe, including the precise movements of planets, stars, and galaxies, showing a deliberate and powerful design.
· The creation of life in all its diverse forms, from tiny microorganisms to complex human beings, each with unique features and functions, demonstrating immense wisdom and power.
· The alternation of day and night, which provides cycles for rest and work, and the changing seasons, which are essential for various ecological processes and human life.
· The water cycle, where water evaporates from oceans, forms clouds, and returns as rain, sustaining all life on Earth.
· The human body's complexity and functions, such as the beating heart, the functioning brain, and the intricate sensory organs, which are perfectly designed for survival and interaction.
· The creation of mountains, oceans, and rivers, which serve various ecological and human needs, highlighting Allah's provision and sustenance.
22. (a) Your cousin says the Qur’an is just like any other book.
How would you help them understand its importance in a Muslim’s life? (4 marks)
I would explain to my cousin that the Qur'an is not just any other book; it is the literal word of Allah, revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). It's a divine scripture, preserved perfectly since its revelation, and serves as the ultimate guidance and constitution for all aspects of a Muslim's life.
Its importance stems from several points:
i. Divine Guidance: It contains Allah's commands, prohibitions, stories of past prophets, and lessons for humanity. It tells us how to live a life pleasing to Allah, guiding us on morality, ethics, justice, and worship. It helps us understand our purpose in life.
ii. Source of Law: The Qur'an is the primary source of Islamic law (Sharia). It lays down principles for personal conduct, family matters, social justice, and governance.
iii. Spiritual Connection: Reading, reciting, and reflecting on the Qur'an strengthens a Muslim's connection with Allah, providing peace, comfort, and a sense of direction. It is a form of worship itself.
iv. Proof of Prophethood: Its miraculous literary beauty and scientific foretellings (which are being discovered even today) serve as a strong proof of Prophet Muhammad's prophethood.
v. Healing and Mercy: Muslims believe the Qur'an is a source of spiritual and physical healing and mercy for believers.
(b) List two teachings found in Surah Al-Fatiha. (2 marks)
· Praise and glorification of Allah (Alhamdulillah): It begins by praising Allah as the Lord of all creation, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and Master of the Day of Judgment.
· Exclusive worship and seeking help from Allah alone (Iyyaka na'budu wa iyyaka nasta'in): It teaches us to worship only Allah and seek assistance from none but Him.
· Guidance towards the straight path (Ihdinas-siratal-mustaqim): It is a sincere supplication for guidance to the path of those upon whom Allah has bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked wrath or gone astray.
· Belief in the Day of Judgment: It mentions Allah as the Master of the Day of Judgment, reminding us of accountability.
23. (a) Musa fasts during Ramadhan but quarrels with his classmates.
Explain what Islam teaches about behaviour during fasting. (3 marks)
Islam teaches that fasting is not merely abstaining from food and drink; it is also a spiritual discipline that involves abstaining from bad manners, evil speech, and sinful actions. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, "Whoever does not give up false speech and evil actions, Allah is not in need of his giving up his food and drink."
Therefore, during Ramadhan, Muslims are expected to:
i. Control their tongue: Avoid backbiting, gossiping, lying, insulting, and quarreling.
ii. Control their temper: Practice patience, forgiveness, and self-restraint, especially when provoked.
iii. Engage in good deeds: Increase acts of charity, kindness, and devotion, and strive to be good role models.
iv. Improve their character: Fasting is a training ground for developing moral virtues and overcoming negative habits. Quarreling negates the spiritual benefits and the true essence of fasting.
(b) Give three reasons why Muslims are encouraged to give Zakat. (3 marks)
i. Fulfilling an obligation to Allah: Zakat is one of the five Pillars of Islam, a mandatory act of worship and a means of showing gratitude to Allah for His blessings.
ii. Purification of wealth: Giving Zakat purifies the wealth of the giver, removing any negative elements and increasing its blessings. It teaches detachment from materialism.
iii. Redistribution of wealth and social justice: Zakat ensures that wealth is not concentrated in the hands of a few but is distributed among the needy and less fortunate, thereby reducing poverty and fostering social equality.
iv. Earning rewards and blessings: Allah promises immense rewards in this life and the afterlife for those who fulfill their Zakat obligation sincerely.
v. Strengthening community bonds: Zakat creates empathy, solidarity, and love within the Muslim community, as the wealthy support the poor, fostering a sense of shared responsibility.
vi. Preventing crime and social unrest: By addressing the basic needs of the poor, Zakat can help alleviate desperation and reduce social issues like crime that often arise from poverty.
(c) How does performing Hajj teach Muslims about unity? (2 marks)
Performing Hajj teaches Muslims about unity (Ummah) in several profound ways:
i. Uniform Dress (Ihram): All pilgrims, regardless of their social status, wealth, or nationality, wear simple, identical white garments (Ihram). This strips away worldly distinctions, symbolizing equality and oneness before Allah.
ii. Collective Rituals: Millions of Muslims from diverse backgrounds perform the same rituals simultaneously (e.g., circumambulating the Kaaba, standing at Arafat). This shared experience fosters a powerful sense of solidarity and collective purpose.
iii. Shared Goal and Devotion: Everyone gathers for the sole purpose of worshipping Allah, facing the same Qibla, reciting the same prayers. This common devotion unites their hearts and minds, transcending cultural and linguistic barriers.
iv. Brotherhood and Sisterhood: Pilgrims interact, help each other, and share experiences, fostering a profound sense of global brotherhood and sisterhood in Islam. They realize they are part of one large family, the Ummah.
24. (a) Your teacher narrates how Prophet Muhammad (SAW) forgave people who hurt him.
Explain what Muslims learn from this action. (3 marks)
Muslims learn profound lessons from Prophet Muhammad's (SAW) forgiveness of those who hurt him:
i. The Virtue of Forgiveness: It teaches that forgiveness is a noble and highly rewarding trait in Islam. Instead of seeking revenge or holding grudges, Muslims should strive to forgive, following the Prophet's example.
ii. Mercy and Compassion: His actions exemplify Allah's attribute of mercy and compassion. By forgiving, the Prophet showed immense mercy, even to his enemies, demonstrating that compassion should guide our interactions.
iii. Strength in Character: Forgiveness is not a sign of weakness but immense strength of character and self-control. It requires overcoming anger and personal hurt for a greater good.
iv. Building Bridges: Forgiving enemies can turn animosity into friendship and foster reconciliation, as it did with many Makkans who later embraced Islam. It promotes peace and harmony in society.
v. Seeking Allah's Pleasure: By forgiving, one seeks the pleasure of Allah, knowing that Allah loves those who forgive and will reward them. It is a spiritual act that purifies the heart.
(b) State three reasons why Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is a role model for Muslims. (3 marks)
i. His perfect character (Akhlaq): He embodied all the best qualities a human being can possess, including honesty, truthfulness, kindness, patience, humility, justice, and compassion. Muslims strive to emulate his character in their daily lives.
ii. His complete adherence to Islamic teachings: He was the living embodiment of the Qur'an, demonstrating through his actions and words how to apply Islamic principles in all aspects of life, from worship to social interactions.
iii. His exemplary leadership: He was a just and wise leader, a fair judge, a brave warrior, and a compassionate statesman. Muslims learn about leadership, justice, and governance from his example.
iv. His unwavering devotion to Allah: He was the most devoted worshipper, showing how to maintain a strong relationship with Allah through prayer, remembrance (dhikr), and complete submission (Islam).
v. His resilience and patience in adversity: He faced immense hardship, persecution, and challenges but remained steadfast, patient, and hopeful. This teaches Muslims perseverance and trust in Allah during difficult times.
vi. His teachings are universal and practical: His Sunnah (traditions and practices) provides practical guidance for every situation, making him a timeless and universal role model for all humanity.
(c) A learner insults others when corrected. What advice would you give them using the Prophet’s example? (2 marks)
I would advise the learner: "When someone corrects you, even if it feels harsh, try to listen with an open mind, as Prophet Muhammad (SAW) always accepted advice and correction gracefully. He taught us to respond with kindness and patience, even when provoked. Insulting others only makes the situation worse and shows a lack of good manners, which is against our Islamic teachings. Remember, the Prophet (SAW) was known for his gentle speech and forgiving nature, even towards those who harmed him. Strive to be like him by controlling your anger and responding respectfully."

25. (a) A story is told about Prophet Nuh (AS) and how people rejected him.
What lesson can Muslims learn from his patience? (3 marks)
From Prophet Nuh's (AS) immense patience, Muslims learn several crucial lessons:
i. Perseverance in Da'wah (Calling to Islam): Prophet Nuh preached to his people for 950 years despite continuous rejection, mockery, and abuse. This teaches Muslims to be incredibly persistent and patient in conveying the message of Islam, even when facing resistance or apparent failure.
ii. Reliance on Allah Alone: Despite the overwhelming opposition and the lack of visible results for centuries, Prophet Nuh (AS) never lost hope in Allah's plan and continued his mission, demonstrating complete reliance and trust in Allah.
iii. Steadfastness in Faith: His unwavering conviction in Allah's message, even when his own son and wife rejected him, teaches Muslims to remain steadfast in their faith regardless of external pressures or personal sacrifices.
iv. The Importance of Duty: Prophet Nuh (AS) fulfilled his duty as a messenger of Allah diligently, highlighting that a Muslim's role is to convey the truth and strive in Allah's path, leaving the results to Allah.
v. Patience is Rewarded: Ultimately, Prophet Nuh (AS) and the believers were saved, and the disbelievers were punished. This teaches that true patience (sabr) will eventually be rewarded by Allah, either in this world or the hereafter.
(b) Name two other prophets mentioned in the Qur’an. (2 marks)
i. Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham)
ii. Prophet Musa (Moses)
iii. Prophet Isa (Jesus)
iv. Prophet Yusuf (Joseph)
v. Prophet Dawud (David)
vi. Prophet Sulaiman (Solomon)
vii. Prophet Adam
viii. Prophet Yunus (Jonah)
ix. Prophet Ayyub (Job)
x. Prophet Zakariyya (Zachariah)
xi. Prophet Yahya (John the Baptist)
xii. Prophet Lut (Lot)
xiii. Prophet Saleh
xiv. Prophet Hud
xv. Prophet Shu'aib
(c) A learner lies often. Explain why this goes against the teachings of Prophet Ibrahim (AS). (3 marks)
Prophet Ibrahim (AS) is renowned in Islam as a paragon of truthfulness, sincerity, and unwavering devotion to Allah. His entire life was dedicated to upholding the truth of monotheism (Tawheed) and challenging falsehood, even when it meant standing against his own family and community.
i. Champion of Truth: Prophet Ibrahim (AS) challenged his people's idol worship and lies by logical arguments and by breaking their idols to show their powerlessness, demonstrating a deep commitment to truth over falsehood.
ii. Integrity and Trust: He is known for his honesty and integrity. Lying, in contrast, destroys trust, which is a fundamental aspect of human relationships and a core Islamic value. Islam strongly condemns lying, viewing it as a major sin that leads to other sins and contradicts the teachings of all prophets, including Ibrahim (AS).
iii. Consequences of Lying: Islam emphasizes that lying leads to hypocrisy (nifaq) and distance from Allah's pleasure. Prophet Ibrahim (AS)'s life teaches us to be truthful in all our dealings, words, and intentions, as truthfulness is a path to righteousness and Allah's blessings.
26. (a) Your classmate is afraid of death and asks you what Islam says about it.
How would you explain belief in the Day of Judgment? (3 marks)
I would explain to my classmate that in Islam, death is not the end, but rather a transition to the next phase of existence. It's a journey back to Allah. The Day of Judgment (Yawm al-Qiyamah) is a fundamental belief and a certainty in Islam. It's the day when:
i. All humanity will be resurrected: Everyone who has ever lived will be brought back to life and gathered before Allah.
ii. Accountability: Each individual will be held accountable for all their deeds, thoughts, and intentions, both good and bad, performed during their life on Earth. There will be no injustice.
iii. Justice and Recompense: Allah, the All-Just, will weigh our actions. Those who lived a righteous life and obeyed Allah will be rewarded with Jannah (Paradise), while those who lived a life of disobedience and rejected Allah's guidance will face His punishment in Jahannam (Hellfire).
iv. Purpose of Life: Belief in the Day of Judgment gives purpose to our lives. It encourages us to live righteously, do good deeds, avoid sins, and always strive to please Allah, knowing that every action has consequences. It helps us overcome the fear of death by understanding it as a gateway to eternal life.
(b) List three other articles of faith in Islam. (3 marks)
The Six Articles of Faith (Iman) in Islam are:
i. Belief in Allah (God): Believing in One God, Allah, His Oneness (Tawheed), His attributes, and His exclusive right to be worshipped.
ii. Belief in His Angels: Believing in the existence of angels as pure, obedient beings created by Allah, who carry out His commands.
iii. Belief in His Books (Revealed Scriptures): Believing in all the holy books revealed by Allah to His prophets, including the Qur'an, Torah (Tawrat), Psalms (Zabur), and Gospels (Injil), with the Qur'an being the final and perfectly preserved one.
iv. Belief in His Messengers/Prophets: Believing in all the prophets sent by Allah throughout history, from Adam to Muhammad (peace be upon them all), who delivered Allah's message to humanity.
v. Belief in the Day of Judgment: Believing in the resurrection, accountability for deeds, and the ultimate judgment and recompense in the afterlife (as explained above).
vi. Belief in Divine Decree (Qadar): Believing that everything that happens, good or bad, is by Allah's knowledge and decree, while still acknowledging human free will and responsibility for actions.
(c) What should a Muslim do to prepare for the hereafter? (2 marks)
To prepare for the hereafter (Aakhirah), a Muslim should:
i. Fulfill the Five Pillars of Islam: This includes performing Salat (prayers), giving Zakat, fasting in Ramadhan, performing Hajj (if able), and upholding the Shahada (declaration of faith).
ii. Perform good deeds (Amal Salih): Engaging in acts of kindness, charity, helping others, being just, and having good manners (Akhlaq).
iii. Avoid sins and bad deeds: Refraining from what Allah has forbidden, such as lying, cheating, backbiting, stealing, and harming others.
iv. Seek knowledge: Learning about Islam to understand Allah's commands and live according to them.
v. Repent sincerely (Tawbah): Seeking Allah's forgiveness for mistakes and sins, with a firm intention not to repeat them.
vi. Remember Allah often (Dhikr): Maintaining a constant remembrance of Allah through prayer, supplication, and reflection.
vii. Live a balanced life: Striving for success in this world while not forgetting the ultimate goal of the hereafter.
27. (a) Fatma respects her teachers and classmates.
Mention three Islamic values she is showing. (3 marks)
Fatma is showing the following Islamic values:
i. Respect (Ihtiram/Adab): She demonstrates respect for authority figures (teachers) and peers (classmates), which is a fundamental Islamic teaching. The Prophet (SAW) emphasized showing respect to elders, teachers, and even younger ones.
ii. Good Manners/Etiquette (Akhlaq): Her respectful behavior is a direct manifestation of good manners, which are highly valued in Islam. Good Akhlaq are considered a sign of strong faith.
iii. Kindness/Compassion (Rahma): Respect often goes hand-in-hand with kindness. By respecting her classmates, she's likely also being kind and considerate towards them.
iv. Humility (Tawadu'): Showing respect implies humility, recognizing the worth and rights of others, rather than arrogance.
v. Brotherhood/Sisterhood (Ukhuwwah): By respecting her classmates, she contributes to a harmonious and supportive environment, fostering the Islamic concept of brotherhood and sisterhood among Muslims.
(b) A learner cheats in exams and is caught. What should they do next according to Islamic teachings? (2 marks)
According to Islamic teachings, the learner who cheated should:
i. Feel remorse and sincerely repent to Allah (Tawbah): They should genuinely regret their action and seek Allah's forgiveness for cheating, understanding that it is a sin.
ii. Confess to the teacher and accept the consequences: They should admit their mistake to the teacher or invigilator and accept any disciplinary action or punishment administered by the school. This shows accountability and integrity.
iii. Promise not to repeat the action: They should make a firm commitment to Allah and themselves that they will never cheat again.
iv. Rectify the wrong (if possible): If there's a way to mitigate the impact of their cheating (e.g., re-taking the exam honestly), they should strive to do so.
(c) Your class is forming a group. What Islamic value should guide you when choosing a leader? (2 marks)
When choosing a leader for a group, the key Islamic values to guide the decision include:
i. Trustworthiness/Honesty (Amanah/Siddiq): The leader must be someone who can be trusted, is honest in their dealings, and will fulfill their responsibilities diligently. The Prophet (SAW) was known as Al-Amin (the Trustworthy).
ii. Justice/Fairness (Adl): The leader should be just and fair to all members, ensuring equal treatment and making decisions without bias or favoritism.
iii. Competence/Knowledge (Ilm/Kafaa'ah): The leader should possess the necessary knowledge, skills, and ability to guide the group effectively and achieve its objectives.
iv. Wisdom/Good Judgment (Hikmah): The ability to make sound decisions and handle situations with prudence.
v. Patience and Forgiveness (Sabr and Rahma): A leader should be patient with the group members and be able to forgive mistakes.
vi. Consultation (Shura): A good leader consults with group members and values their input.
(d) Give three reasons why Muslims should be kind to neighbours. (3 marks)
Muslims should be kind to neighbours for several important reasons:
i. Command of Allah and Prophet Muhammad (SAW): Islam places immense emphasis on the rights of neighbours. The Qur'an and Sunnah contain numerous injunctions and narrations highlighting the importance of good neighbourly relations. The Prophet (SAW) said, "Jibreel (Gabriel) kept on advising me about the neighbour until I thought he would make him an heir."
ii. Strengthening Community Bonds: Kindness to neighbours fosters a strong, supportive, and harmonious community. It builds trust, mutual respect, and cooperation, leading to a safer and more pleasant living environment for everyone.
iii. Spreading the Message of Islam (Da'wah through example): Good treatment of neighbours serves as an excellent form of practical Da'wah (invitation to Islam). When non-Muslim neighbours see the excellent character and kindness of Muslims, it can positively influence their perception of Islam.
iv. Earning Rewards from Allah: Being kind to neighbours is a highly rewarded act in Islam. It is considered an act of worship that earns immense blessings and pleasure from Allah.
v. Security and Support System: In times of need, neighbours are often the first to offer help and support. Maintaining good relations ensures a reliable network of assistance and security.
vi. Reflecting Islamic Values: Kindness, compassion, and good conduct towards neighbours are core values of Islam that reflect the true essence of a Muslim's faith.
28. (a) After learning about prayer, your group decides to create a prayer timetable.
List the five daily prayers in order. (2 marks)
The five daily prayers in order are:
i. Fajr (Dawn prayer)
ii. Dhuhr (Midday prayer)
iii. Asr (Late afternoon prayer)
iv. Maghrib (Sunset prayer)
v. Isha (Night prayer)
(b) A student says Wudhu is not important before prayer.
Explain the importance of Wudhu in Islam. (3 marks)
I would explain to the student that Wudhu (ablution) is an essential prerequisite for performing Salah (prayer) in Islam. It is not merely a physical washing but a spiritual cleansing as well. Its importance stems from:
i. Condition for Validity of Prayer: Performing Wudhu makes a Muslim ritually pure (tahir), which is a necessary condition for the validity of prayer. Without Wudhu, the prayer is not accepted by Allah. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said, "No prayer is accepted without purification."
ii. Spiritual Purity and Preparedness: Wudhu helps a Muslim to mentally and spiritually prepare for communication with Allah. It helps to shed worldly distractions and enter a state of reverence and humility before prayer. Each wash (e.g., face, hands, feet) signifies the washing away of sins and preparing the soul.
iii. Physical Cleanliness and Hygiene: While spiritual, Wudhu also ensures physical cleanliness, which is highly emphasized in Islam. It involves cleaning parts of the body that are exposed and are prone to dirt, promoting hygiene and a sense of freshness before standing before Allah.
iv. Symbol of Submission: The act of performing Wudhu before prayer is an act of obedience and submission to Allah's commands, demonstrating a Muslim's commitment to following His path.
(c) A learner complains of laziness during Fajr prayer. What advice would you give them? (3 marks)
I would give the learner the following advice to help overcome laziness during Fajr prayer:
i. Understand the immense reward of Fajr: Remind them that Fajr prayer is highly blessed by Allah. The Prophet (SAW) said, "The two rak'ahs before Fajr (Sunnah) are better than the world and what is in it." And "Whoever prays Fajr, he is under the protection of Allah." Understanding these rewards can be a great motivator.
ii. Set a strong intention (Niyyah): Emphasize that the intention is key. Make a sincere intention before sleeping to wake up for Fajr, and ask Allah for help.
iii. Adjust sleep habits: Advise them to sleep early, avoid late-night activities like Browse on phones or watching TV, and ensure they get enough sleep. A well-rested body makes waking up easier.
iv. Take practical steps: Suggest setting multiple alarms, placing the alarm clock away from the bed so they have to get up to turn it off, and asking a family member or friend to wake them up.
v. Remember Allah and make Du'a: Encourage them to make specific supplications (Du'a) to Allah before sleeping, asking Him to help them wake up for Fajr. Reciting certain Quranic verses or Dhikr before sleeping can also help.
vi. Think about accountability: Remind them of the importance of fulfilling their obligation to Allah and the potential spiritual loss from missing such a blessed prayer.
vii. Make it a routine: Encourage them to consistently wake up for Fajr, as it will become a habit over time and feel easier.
29. (a) Your class plans to clean the school mosque. Give three reasons why Muslims should maintain cleanliness. (3 marks)
Muslims should maintain cleanliness for the following reasons:
i. Cleanliness is half of faith (Iman): The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said, "Purity is half of faith (Iman)." This highlights that physical and spiritual cleanliness are integral parts of a Muslim's belief and devotion to Allah.
ii. Prerequisite for worship (e.g., prayer): Many acts of worship, especially Salah (prayer), require a state of ritual purity (Tahara), which is achieved through Wudhu (ablution) or Ghusl (full bath). This necessitates maintaining overall cleanliness.
iii. Promotes health and hygiene: Islam strongly emphasizes physical hygiene, encouraging practices like washing hands, brushing teeth (using miswak), bathing, and keeping clothes and surroundings clean. This prevents diseases and promotes overall well-being.
iv. Pleasing to Allah: Allah loves those who are clean and pure. Maintaining cleanliness is a way of showing gratitude to Allah for His blessings and striving to be among those whom He loves.
v. Reflection of character: A Muslim's cleanliness reflects their inner state, discipline, and respect for themselves, others, and their environment. It presents a positive image of Islam to non-Muslims.
vi. Respect for sacred places: Maintaining the cleanliness of mosques and other places of worship shows respect for these sacred spaces and facilitates a conducive environment for worship.
(b) Explain how cleanliness relates to faith in Islam. (2 marks)
In Islam, cleanliness is deeply intertwined with faith and is considered an integral part of a Muslim's belief system. It's not just about physical hygiene but also about spiritual purity. The statement "Purity is half of faith" (Sahih Muslim) signifies that true faith (Iman) is incomplete without both inner and outer cleanliness.
Physical cleanliness, such as performing Wudhu before prayer or maintaining personal hygiene, is a manifestation of one's submission to Allah's commands and a visible sign of one's inner purity and devotion. It prepares the Muslim to stand before Allah in prayer, symbolizing that one must be clean in body and spirit to communicate with the Most Pure. A Muslim's commitment to cleanliness reflects their taqwa (God-consciousness) and love for Allah, thereby strengthening their faith.
(c) A student refuses to clean up after lunch. What Islamic teaching are they ignoring? (2 marks)
By refusing to clean up after lunch, the student is ignoring several important Islamic teachings, including:
i. Cleanliness and hygiene: Islam strongly emphasizes cleanliness (Taharah) in all aspects of life, including one's surroundings. The Prophet (SAW) taught us to keep our homes, places of worship, and public spaces clean.
ii. Responsibility and accountability: Muslims are taught to be responsible for their actions and their impact on the environment. Leaving a mess shows a lack of responsibility.
iii. Respect for others and public spaces: Refusing to clean up shows disrespect for others who use the space and for the common good. Islam teaches us to care for public facilities and not harm others through our negligence.
iv. Avoiding harm: Leaving rubbish around can create an unhealthy environment, attract pests, and potentially cause harm or inconvenience to others. Muslims are taught to avoid causing harm.
v. Good manners (Akhlaq): Proper etiquette and good manners include being tidy and considerate of others, which involves cleaning up after oneself.
vi. Trustworthiness (Amanah): Maintaining a clean environment is a trust given to us, and we are accountable for it.
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