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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
1. Write your composition in the spaces provided.
Write a composition about a memorable day at a community clean-up exercise in your village.
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SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
Answer ALL questions in this section.
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
2. Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
In the days of old, when animals spoke and rivers sang, there lived a proud Leopard and a humble Tortoise. Leopard was known for his speed and strength, often boasting about his abilities to anyone who would listen. Tortoise, on the other hand, was quiet and thoughtful, always observing before acting.
One sunny morning, Leopard challenged Tortoise to a race. "Ha! You, slow Tortoise, against me, the mighty Leopard? You don't stand a chance!" Leopard roared with laughter, his spots shimmering in the sun.
Tortoise simply smiled. "Let us agree on the finish line," he said calmly.
The race began, and Leopard shot off like an arrow from a bow. He was so confident that he decided to take a nap under a shady tree halfway through. "The Tortoise is so slow; I have plenty of time," he thought to himself.
Meanwhile, Tortoise, with his steady, persistent pace, kept moving, one slow step after another. He did not stop, he did not look back, he simply focused on the finish line.
When Leopard finally woke up, stretching lazily, he saw a crowd cheering at the finish line. To his utter shock, Tortoise was already there, crossing the line. Leopard had been overconfident and had lost to perseverance. From that day on, Leopard learned a valuable lesson: slow and steady wins the race. The end.
(a) Identify the following in this story. (2 marks)
i. Opening formula
________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Closing formula
________________________________________________________________________________________
 (b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two ways you would make it more interesting. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) What does Leopard say in the story that shows his pride? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story.
(i) Simile (1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________
 (ii) Dialogue (1 mark)
________________________________________________________________________________________
 (e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 3: POETRY
3. Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow. (5 marks)
A Walk Through the Forest
Beneath the trees so tall and green,
A path winds through a peaceful scene.
The leaves all dance in morning light,
A golden glow, so soft and bright.
The birds above begin to sing,
Their songs like bells that gently ring.
Each note they share, a tale they tell,
Of secret nests and leafy dell.
A squirrel darts from tree to tree,
Its fluffy tail a blur to see.
It stops to nibble on a nut,
Then vanishes into a rut.
The flowers bloom in colours bold,
Red and purple, blue and gold.
Their petals sway in gentle cheer,
Welcoming each step that draws near.
The stream nearby flows cool and clear,
Its trickling sound so calm to hear.
It mirrors skies and passing cloud,
A voice so soft, yet never loud.
And as I walk, I start to see,
The forest shares its peace with me.
A quiet place where hearts can mend,
Where every path becomes a friend.
(By Olivia Mwangi)
(a) How many stanzas are in this poem?
________________________________________________________________________________________
 (b) Identify two examples of rhyming words in the poem. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) What does the poem suggest about the river's journey? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 4: DRAMA
4. Grade 8 learners were asked by their Language teacher  to drammatise a certain event. They then proceeded to act act as follows. (10 marks)
Act Two
Scene One
The bustling village market. Vendors are calling out, children are laughing. MAMA JUA is setting up her stall, looking worried. Her daughter, AKINA, approaches.
AKINA: Mama, why do you look so troubled? The sun is shining, and the market is full of life!
MAMA JUA: (Sighs) Akina, my dear. We have so many vegetables, but so few customers. The prices are so low, and I fear we won't make enough to pay for your school fees this term.
AKINA: Oh, Mama! Don't lose hope. Perhaps we can try something new. What if we make small bundles of mixed vegetables? People often buy smaller quantities.
MAMA JUA: (Skeptical) Mixed bundles? I've never done that before. Our neighbours, Mama Pendo and Baba Musa, always sell their vegetables separately.
AKINA: But Mama, that's precisely why we should try it! It makes us different. And we can arrange them beautifully, like a small garden on the stall. People love beauty, don't they?
MAMA JUA: (Thinking for a moment, then a small smile appears) You know, Akina, that's not a bad idea! It might just work! Let's give it a try. (They both begin to arrange the vegetables in small, attractive bundles.)
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Akina. (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
(d) What shows that Mama Jua is initially hesitant about Akina's idea? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 5: NOVELLA
5. Read the section of a novella below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
The old dusty map lay spread across the worn wooden table, its edges frayed and stained. Twelve-year-old Juma traced a finger along a faded line that snaked through mountains and valleys, ending at a small 'X'. Beside him, his grandfather, Mzee Omar, squinted at the map through his spectacles.
"Are you sure, Grandpa?" Juma asked, his voice filled with a mixture of doubt and excitement. "This map... it really leads to the Hidden Falls?"
Mzee Omar nodded slowly, a twinkle in his eye. "My father drew this map, Juma, before he left for the big city. He said the water there heals all kinds of weariness. Many have sought it, but few have found it."
Juma's younger sister, Shiko, bounced into the room, her eyes bright. "Are we going on an adventure? Can I come too?"
Mzee Omar looked at the eager faces before him. "It will be a long journey, filled with challenges. The path is overgrown, and the forest holds secrets." He paused, then added, "But yes, we will go. We will embark on this quest together, just the three of us." Juma and Shiko cheered, their fears replaced by the thrill of the unknown. The quest for the Hidden Falls was about to begin.
(a) What is the setting of the story? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Describe two character traits of Mzee Omar. (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Apart from Juma, name two other characters in this story. (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) What motivates Juma and Shiko to go on the quest? (2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
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