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801/2: ENGLISH (Composition and Literary Analysis)
MARKING SCHEME 
SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
Write a composition about a memorable day at a community clean-up exercise in your village.
My alarm blared at 6:00 AM, a most unusual sound on a Saturday. But this was no ordinary Saturday; it was the day of our annual village clean-up, and I was buzzing with excitement. Our small village of Kipkaren, nestled amidst rolling green hills, was beautiful, but sometimes the pathways and ditches would gather litter, especially after market days. Today, we were going to make it shine.
I quickly had my breakfast of uji and mandazi, and by 7:00 AM, I was at the village square, the designated meeting point. The air was already alive with chatter and laughter. Mzee Kipchoge, our respected elder and the main organizer, was handing out gloves and sacks with his usual warm smile. Children, young and old, men and women – everyone was there. It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces, united by a common goal. My best friend, Chebet, waved to me, and we quickly paired up, ready for action.
Our group was assigned the stretch of road leading to the primary school, a notoriously busy area. Armed with our gloves and sacks, we set off. At first, it felt a bit overwhelming. There were plastic bottles peeking out from the tall grass, discarded maize cobs, and even old shoe soles. But as we worked, a rhythm developed. Chebet would spot a piece of rubbish, I would bend down to pick it up, and into the sack it went. We joked and sang as we worked, the sun steadily rising higher in the sky.
One moment that truly stood out was when we discovered a small, abandoned bird's nest tangled in some thorny bushes. It was empty, but it reminded me of the delicate balance of nature and why our efforts were so important. Later, we saw a group of younger children, led by their Sunday school teacher, diligently sweeping the area around the borehole. Their tiny hands, though not as strong, were just as dedicated. It filled me with a sense of pride and hope for our village's future.
By noon, the transformation was remarkable. The path to the school, once littered, was now clear and inviting. The ditches were free of debris, and even the air seemed to smell fresher. We gathered back at the village square, where a mountain of filled sacks had accumulated. The sight was incredibly satisfying. Mzee Kipchoge thanked everyone, his voice filled with genuine appreciation. Then, to our delight, the women's group had prepared a delicious lunch of ugali and sukuma wiki for everyone. Eating together, sharing stories of our morning's discoveries, felt like a true celebration.
As I walked home that afternoon, tired but content, I looked at our village with new eyes. It wasn't just cleaner; it felt more connected, more vibrant. The clean-up wasn't just about picking up rubbish; it was about community, responsibility, and the simple joy of working together to make our home a better place. It was a day I would never forget, a day that reminded me of the power of collective action and the beauty of our village spirit.

Sample 2
A Memorable Day at a Community Clean-Up Exercise
Last Saturday was a day I will never forget. Our village organized a community clean-up exercise, and I was excited to take part. As the sun rose, birds chirped cheerfully, and I knew it would be a special day.
By 8:00 a.m., many villagers had gathered at the chief’s camp. We were divided into groups, each with a section to clean. I was assigned to clean around the village market. Armed with brooms, rakes, spades, gloves, and garbage bags, we set off full of energy.
We swept the dusty paths, collected litter, and cleared clogged drainage ditches. Some villagers cut overgrown grass and bushes. Laughter and chatter filled the air as we worked together. Even young children helped by picking up plastic bottles and papers.
At around midday, we took a short break under a big mango tree. The village elders praised our efforts and reminded us of the importance of keeping the environment clean. Their words inspired me deeply. After resting, we resumed the exercise with renewed strength.
By 2:00 p.m., our village market looked neat and beautiful. Everyone was tired but proud. We posed for photos and enjoyed bananas and sodas provided by the village committee. I felt happy and proud to have played a part in making our village cleaner.
That day taught me that working together brings great results. I hope we can have more clean-up days in the future. Truly, it was a memorable and fulfilling day.
Mark accordingly 

MARKING SCHEME (20 Marks Total)
	Aspect
	Marks
	Comments

	Title
	1
	Relevant and well-matched to the story.

	Introduction
	2
	Captures attention and sets the scene clearly.

	Content (Relevance & Flow)
	5
	Fully relevant; good flow of events; logical and complete story.

	Language Use
	5
	Variety in sentence structure, appropriate vocabulary, and expressions.

	Creativity & Expression
	3
	Good use of imagery, feelings, and reflections.

	Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation
	4
	Few or no grammatical or punctuation errors.


SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
(a) Identify the following in this story. (2 marks) i. Opening formula: "In the days of old, when animals spoke and rivers sang" ii. Closing formula: "The end."
(b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two ways you would make it more interesting. (2 marks)
i. I would use different voices for Leopard and Tortoise to highlight their personalities.
ii. I would use gestures and facial expressions to show Leopard's arrogance and Tortoise's determination.
(c) What does Leopard say in the story that shows his pride? (2 marks) 
Leopard says, "Ha! You, slow Tortoise, against me, the mighty Leopard? You don't stand a chance!"
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story. 
(i) Simile (1 mark) "Leopard shot off like an arrow from a bow." 
(ii) Dialogue (1 mark) "Let us agree on the finish line," he said calmly. (Any direct speech in the story is acceptable).
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? (2 marks) 
The moral lesson is that slow and steady wins the race, and that overconfidence can lead to failure.



TASK 3: POETRY
(a) How many stanzas are in this poem? There are six stanzas in this poem.
(b) Identify two examples of rhyming words in the poem. (2 marks)
i. green / scene
ii. light / bright
iii. sing / ring
iv. tell / dell
v. tree / see
vi. nut / rut
vii. bold / gold
viii. cheer / near
ix. clear / hear
x. cloud / loud
xi. see / me
xii. mend / friend
(c) What does the poem suggest about the river's journey? (2 marks) 
The poem suggests the river's journey is calm and clear, and that it reflects its surroundings, like the skies and passing clouds.
TASK 4: DRAMA
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? (2 marks) 
The events in this scene of the play take place in a bustling village market.
(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play? (2 marks) 
The main problem is that Mama Jua is not making enough money from selling her vegetables to pay for Akina's school fees because of few customers and low prices.
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Akina. (4 marks)
i. Optimistic/Hopeful: Akina tells her mother, "Oh, Mama! Don't lose hope."
ii. Innovative/Resourceful: She suggests, "What if we make small bundles of mixed vegetables?" and "we can arrange them beautifully."
iii. Persuasive: She convinces Mama Jua to try her new idea.
(d) What shows that Mama Jua is initially hesitant about Akina's idea? (2 marks) 
Mama Jua's hesitation is shown when she says, "(Skeptical) Mixed bundles? I've never done that before. Our neighbours, Mama Pendo and Baba Musa, always sell their vegetables separately."
TASK 5: NOVELLA
(a) What is the setting of the story? (2 marks) 
The setting of the story is an old wooden table where a dusty map is spread out, presumably inside Juma's and Shiko's home with their grandfather.
(b) Describe two character traits of Mzee Omar. (4 marks)
i. Knowledgeable/Wise: He possesses the old map and knows about the Hidden Falls, saying, "My father drew this map... He said the water there heals all kinds of weariness."
ii. Encouraging/Adventurous: Despite the challenges, he agrees to go on the quest with the children, stating, "But yes, we will go. We will embark on this quest together."
(c) Apart from Juma, name two other characters in this story. (2 marks)
i. Mzee Omar (Grandfather)
ii. Shiko (Juma's younger sister)
(d) What motivates Juma and Shiko to go on the quest? (2 marks) 
Juma is motivated by a mixture of doubt and excitement about the Hidden Falls and its healing properties, while Shiko is motivated by the thrill of an adventure and the unknown.
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