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Section B: 
21. Ahmed sees his friend cheating during exams and is unsure what to do.
a) According to Islamic teachings, what should Ahmed do and why? According to Islamic teachings, Ahmed should discourage his friend from cheating and, if possible, report the cheating to the appropriate authority. Islam strongly condemns dishonesty and deception, considering them major sins. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said, "Whoever cheats is not from us" (Sahih Muslim). Cheating undermines the principles of fairness, justice, and integrity, which are highly valued in Islam. By addressing the cheating, Ahmed would be upholding truth and discouraging wrongdoing, fulfilling his Islamic duty to enjoin good and forbid evil. He should approach his friend kindly and advise them, explaining the negative consequences of cheating, both in this life and the hereafter. If his friend persists, reporting it becomes necessary to prevent injustice and maintain the integrity of the examination system.
b) Explain two Islamic values that discourage dishonesty. Two Islamic values that strongly discourage dishonesty are:
i. Truthfulness (Sidq): Islam places immense importance on truthfulness in all aspects of life – in speech, actions, and intentions. The Quran and Hadith repeatedly emphasize the virtue of being truthful. Allah states in the Quran, "O you who have believed, fear Allah and be with the truthful" (Quran 9:119). Truthfulness builds trust and integrity, which are essential for a healthy individual and society. Dishonesty, on the other hand, erodes trust and is considered a sign of hypocrisy.
ii. Trustworthiness (Amanah): This value emphasizes fulfilling one's obligations and responsibilities faithfully, whether they are trusts from Allah or from other people. Cheating in an exam is a betrayal of the trust placed in a student to honestly demonstrate their knowledge. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was known as "Al-Amin" (the Trustworthy) even before his prophethood. Betraying trust, which dishonesty does, is a grave sin in Islam and is seen as a sign of weak faith.

22. Amina’s family is preparing to fast during Ramadan but her younger brother is too young to fast.
a) Identify three groups of people who are exempted from fasting in Islam. Three groups of people who are exempted from fasting in Islam are:
i. Children who have not reached puberty: Fasting is not obligatory for children until they reach the age of puberty. While parents may encourage them to practice fasting for shorter periods to gradually introduce them to the practice, it is not a religious obligation for them.
ii. The sick: Individuals who are ill, and whose condition would be worsened by fasting or for whom fasting would pose a significant health risk, are exempted. If their illness is temporary, they are required to make up the missed fasts later. If it's a chronic illness with no hope of recovery, they can feed a poor person for each day they miss (Fidyah).
iii. Travelers: Individuals undertaking a journey are exempted from fasting, especially if the journey is long or arduous. They are required to make up the missed fasts once their journey is complete and they are able to fast.
b) Explain the importance of fasting during Ramadan. Fasting during Ramadan is one of the five pillars of Islam and holds immense importance for Muslims. It is a period of intense spiritual reflection, devotion, and self-discipline. The primary importance lies in:
i. Fostering Taqwa (God-consciousness): Fasting helps Muslims develop a heightened awareness of Allah, His commands, and His presence. By abstaining from food, drink, and other worldly desires, individuals learn to control their lower selves and prioritize their spiritual needs, thereby increasing their piety.
ii. Cultivating empathy and compassion: By experiencing hunger and thirst, fasters gain a deeper understanding of the struggles faced by the less fortunate. This fosters empathy and encourages them to be more charitable and considerate towards those in need, strengthening community bonds.
iii. Spiritual purification and closeness to Allah: Fasting is a means of purifying the soul and drawing closer to Allah. It allows individuals to focus on prayer, Quran recitation, and remembrance of Allah, leading to spiritual growth and a sense of inner peace. It is believed that during Ramadan, the gates of Paradise are opened, the gates of Hell are closed, and the devils are chained.
23. During a school discussion, students are talking about the life of Prophet Muhammad (SAW).
a) Describe three characteristics of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) that are important for Muslims to emulate. Three characteristics of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) that are important for Muslims to emulate are:
i. Honesty and Trustworthiness (Al-Sadiq Al-Amin): Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was renowned for his absolute honesty and trustworthiness, even before his prophethood. He was known as "Al-Amin" (the Trustworthy) by the people of Makkah, including his enemies. He never lied or broke a promise. Emulating this characteristic means always speaking the truth, fulfilling commitments, and being dependable in all dealings.
ii. Compassion and Mercy (Rahmah): The Prophet (SAW) was described as a "mercy to the worlds." He showed immense compassion and mercy not only to Muslims but also to non-Muslims, children, the elderly, animals, and even his enemies. He forgave those who wronged him and always sought to alleviate suffering. Emulating this characteristic means being kind, forgiving, and showing empathy towards all creation.
iii. Patience and Perseverance (Sabr): The Prophet (SAW) faced immense challenges, persecution, and hardships throughout his life, yet he always remained patient and steadfast in his mission. He never gave up hope and continued to strive for the sake of Allah. Emulating this characteristic means facing difficulties with patience, perseverance, and unwavering faith in Allah's plan, without complaining or despairing.
b) How can learning about the Prophet’s life influence a Muslim’s daily conduct? Learning about the Prophet's life profoundly influences a Muslim's daily conduct by providing a perfect role model (Uswatun Hasanah) to follow. His life serves as a practical demonstration of Islamic teachings, showing how to apply them in real-world situations. For example:
i. Ethical and Moral Conduct: By studying his exemplary character, Muslims learn how to interact with others, embodying honesty, kindness, forgiveness, humility, and justice in their daily interactions. They learn how to be good neighbors, responsible citizens, and fair in their dealings.
ii. Worship and Devotion: The Prophet's meticulous adherence to prayer, fasting, charity, and remembrance of Allah inspires Muslims to strengthen their own acts of worship, making them more consistent and meaningful. They learn the proper way to perform rituals and the deeper spiritual significance behind them.
iii. Resilience and Patience: Witnessing his patience and steadfastness in the face of adversity helps Muslims navigate their own challenges with greater resilience. They learn to trust in Allah's wisdom and to endure difficulties with a positive outlook, knowing that reward awaits those who are patient.

24. Fatima is preparing to give Zakat but is unsure of its importance.
a) Define Zakat and explain its purpose in Islam. Zakat is an obligatory annual charity paid by financially able Muslims to specified categories of deserving individuals. It is one of the five pillars of Islam, signifying a Muslim's devotion to Allah and their commitment to social justice. It is levied on various forms of wealth, including savings, gold, silver, business goods, and certain agricultural produce, once they reach a minimum threshold (Nisab) and a year has passed.
The primary purposes of Zakat in Islam are:
i. Purification of Wealth: Zakat purifies the wealth of the giver by removing any unlawful or impure elements and by cleansing the heart of greed and materialism. It teaches Muslims that all wealth ultimately belongs to Allah and that they are merely stewards of it.
ii. Social Justice and Economic Redistribution: Zakat serves as a mechanism for wealth redistribution, ensuring that wealth does not remain concentrated in the hands of a few. It provides a safety net for the poor and needy, helping to alleviate poverty, hunger, and destitution within the community. It aims to bridge the gap between the rich and the poor, fostering social cohesion and reducing resentment.
iii. Spiritual Growth and Gratitude: Paying Zakat is an act of worship that strengthens a Muslim's faith and increases their gratitude to Allah for His blessings. It encourages selflessness and generosity, reminding individuals of their responsibility towards their fellow human beings.
b) Discuss two benefits of giving Zakat to the community. Two significant benefits of giving Zakat to the community are:
i. Poverty Alleviation and Economic Empowerment: Zakat directly addresses poverty by providing financial assistance to the less fortunate, including the poor, the needy, the indebted, and new converts in need. This not only helps them meet their basic needs but can also be used to empower them through education, vocational training, or small business ventures, helping them become self-sufficient and contribute to the local economy.
ii. Strengthening Social Cohesion and Brotherhood: Zakat fosters a strong sense of community and brotherhood among Muslims. It cultivates empathy and compassion between the wealthy and the poor, reducing social disparities and resentment. The act of giving and receiving reinforces the idea that Muslims are one body, where members care for and support each other, thereby strengthening the fabric of society.

25. Ibrahim often neglects his five daily prayers.
a) Explain the significance of Salah in Islam. Salah (prayer) is the second pillar of Islam and holds immense significance as a direct means of communication between a Muslim and Allah. It is a fundamental act of worship and a central pillar of a Muslim's faith, serving several crucial purposes:
i. Connection with Allah: Salah is a direct link to Allah, allowing a Muslim to communicate with their Creator five times a day. It is a time for remembrance, supplication, and seeking guidance, fostering a deep personal relationship with God.
ii. Spiritual Cleansing and Purification: Performing Salah regularly acts as a spiritual cleansing, washing away sins and purifying the soul. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) compared the five daily prayers to a river that a person bathes in five times a day, leaving no dirt on them.
iii. Discipline and Structure: The prescribed timings of Salah impose discipline and structure on a Muslim's daily life, reminding them of their spiritual obligations amidst worldly pursuits. It helps individuals manage their time effectively and maintain focus on their ultimate purpose.
iv. Reminder of Purpose: Each prayer serves as a constant reminder of a Muslim's ultimate purpose in life – to worship Allah. It helps to keep worldly distractions in perspective and reinforces the importance of the afterlife.
b) Suggest three ways Ibrahim can improve his prayer habits. Here are three ways Ibrahim can improve his prayer habits:
i. Understand the Importance and Benefits: Ibrahim needs to deeply understand the significance of Salah, its spiritual benefits, and the consequences of neglecting it. Watching lectures, reading about the virtues of prayer, and reflecting on its purpose can motivate him. Realizing that prayer is a direct conversation with Allah can transform his approach.
ii. Start Gradually and Consistently: Instead of trying to pray all five prayers perfectly overnight, Ibrahim can start by focusing on consistently performing one or two prayers daily, such as Fajr and Isha. Once he establishes consistency with these, he can gradually add more prayers. Even small, consistent steps are more beneficial than sporadic efforts.
iii. Utilize Reminders and Environment: Ibrahim can set prayer alarms on his phone, use prayer apps that notify him of prayer times, or ask family and friends to remind him. Creating a prayer-friendly environment at home, such as having a designated clean prayer space and keeping prayer mats readily available, can also encourage him to pray. Joining a local mosque for congregational prayers can provide motivation and a sense of community.

26. A group of students are discussing the meaning of Tawheed and its impact on a Muslim’s life.
a) Explain the concept of Tawheed in Islam. Tawheed is the most fundamental and central concept in Islam, meaning the Oneness and absolute indivisibility of Allah. It is the declaration that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah. Tawheed encompasses three main aspects:
i. Tawheed al-Rububiyyah (Oneness of Lordship): This acknowledges that Allah is the sole Creator, Sustainer, Provider, and Controller of the entire universe. He alone gives life and causes death, and He is the only one who can truly benefit or harm.
ii. Tawheed al-Uluhiyyah (Oneness of Worship): This means directing all acts of worship, such as prayer (Salah), fasting (Sawm), charity (Zakat), pilgrimage (Hajj), supplication (Du'a), seeking help, and offering sacrifices, solely to Allah, without associating any partners with Him. It is the core message of all prophets.
iii. Tawheed al-Asma wa al-Sifat (Oneness of Names and Attributes): This involves believing in all the beautiful names and perfect attributes that Allah has revealed about Himself in the Quran and Sunnah, without distorting their meaning, denying them, or likening them to creation.
In essence, Tawheed is the bedrock of Islamic faith, asserting Allah's absolute uniqueness, power, and authority.
b) Discuss how belief in Tawheed affects a Muslim’s behavior and attitude towards others. Belief in Tawheed profoundly affects a Muslim's behavior and attitude towards others in several ways:
i. Humility and Freedom from Arrogance: Understanding that all power and authority belong to Allah alone instills deep humility in a Muslim. They recognize their own insignificance before the Almighty and are freed from arrogance, pride, and self-importance. This humility leads to respectful interactions with others, regardless of their status or wealth.
ii. Justice and Fairness: The belief in Allah as the ultimate Judge, Who sees all actions and intentions, instills a strong sense of justice and fairness in a Muslim. They strive to be just in their dealings with others, knowing that they will be held accountable for their actions. This discourages oppression, exploitation, and discrimination.
iii. Unity and Brotherhood: Tawheed emphasizes that all humanity originates from one Creator. This fosters a strong sense of unity and brotherhood among all people, regardless of their race, ethnicity, or social standing. It promotes equality and encourages Muslims to treat everyone with dignity and respect, seeing them as fellow creations of Allah. Discrimination based on external factors is forbidden, as true honor is only in piety (Taqwa).

27. During Eid celebrations, a student asks why Muslims celebrate Eid-ul-Adha.
a) Explain the historical background of Eid-ul-Adha. Eid-ul-Adha, also known as the "Festival of Sacrifice," is celebrated by Muslims worldwide to commemorate the profound act of obedience and sacrifice demonstrated by Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) and his son, Prophet Ismail (Ishmael). The historical background revolves around a divinely inspired dream Prophet Ibrahim had, in which he saw himself sacrificing his beloved son, Ismail.
Despite the immense emotional challenge, Prophet Ibrahim, in unwavering submission to Allah's command, prepared to fulfill the dream. He consulted with his son, Ismail, who also displayed incredible faith and obedience, encouraging his father to proceed. As Prophet Ibrahim was about to carry out the sacrifice, Allah intervened and replaced Ismail with a ram, signifying that the purpose of the test was to gauge their absolute submission and not to actually take a life. This momentous event is mentioned in the Quran, highlighting Ibrahim's profound devotion and Ismail's steadfastness. Eid-ul-Adha, therefore, marks this ultimate act of faith and sacrifice, occurring during the annual Hajj pilgrimage.
i. b) Describe two lessons Muslims learn from the story of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his son. Two profound lessons Muslims learn from the story of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his son are:
ii. Absolute Submission to Allah's Will: The most significant lesson is the paramount importance of absolute submission (Islam) to the will of Allah, even when it demands immense personal sacrifice and is seemingly beyond human comprehension. Both Prophet Ibrahim and Prophet Ismail demonstrated unwavering faith and readiness to obey Allah's command without question, teaching Muslims that true faith lies in complete surrender to the Divine decree.
iii. Trust in Divine Wisdom and Provision: The story teaches Muslims to have complete trust in Allah's wisdom and His ultimate provision. Despite the seemingly tragic command, Allah's intervention with the ram demonstrated His mercy and that His tests are always for a greater good. This instills in Muslims the belief that Allah will always provide a way out of difficulties for those who sincerely strive and trust in Him, and that His plans are always just and ultimately beneficial.
28. Yusuf witnesses his classmates discriminating against others based on their ethnic background.
a) Using Islamic teachings, explain why discrimination is wrong. According to Islamic teachings, discrimination based on ethnic background, race, or any other superficial differences is unequivocally wrong and strictly forbidden. Islam champions the principle of equality and unity among all human beings, emphasizing that true honor lies in piety (Taqwa) and good deeds, not in lineage, wealth, or physical attributes.
The Quran clearly states in Surah Al-Hujurat (49:13): "O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted." This verse explicitly highlights that diversity in tribes and nations is for the purpose of recognition and understanding, not for division or superiority. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) also famously declared in his Farewell Sermon: "There is no superiority for an Arab over a non-Arab, nor for a non-Arab over an Arab, nor for a white person over a black person, nor for a black person over a white person, except in piety and good action."
These teachings underscore that all humans are equal in the sight of Allah, created from a single soul. Discrimination, therefore, goes against the core values of Islam, which promote brotherhood, justice, and compassion for all humanity. It is seen as a manifestation of arrogance and ignorance, hindering unity and fostering division.
b) Suggest three ways to promote equality and unity among students in school. Three effective ways to promote equality and unity among students in school are:
i. Educational Workshops and Awareness Campaigns: Schools can organize workshops, seminars, and awareness campaigns that specifically address the harms of discrimination and promote the values of diversity, inclusion, and respect. These sessions can include interactive discussions, personal testimonies, and presentations on different cultures and backgrounds, fostering empathy and understanding.
ii. Inclusive Extracurricular Activities and Clubs: Encourage participation in a wide range of extracurricular activities and clubs that bring together students from diverse backgrounds. This could include cultural clubs, sports teams, debate clubs, or community service groups. Such activities provide opportunities for students to interact, build friendships, and appreciate each other's talents and perspectives outside of the academic setting.
iii. Promote Collaborative Learning and Group Projects: Implement teaching methodologies that emphasize collaborative learning and group projects. By assigning students to diverse groups for academic tasks, they are encouraged to work together, share ideas, and learn from each other's strengths. This direct interaction helps break down stereotypes and builds mutual respect and understanding as students realize their common goals and abilities.

29. Mariam is interested in the Islamic concept of the Day of Judgment.
a) Describe what happens on the Day of Judgment according to Islamic belief. According to Islamic belief, the Day of Judgment (Yawm al-Qiyamah) is a real and inevitable event marking the end of the world and the resurrection of all humanity for accountability before Allah. The process begins with the blowing of the trumpet by Angel Israfil, signaling the end of life on Earth. Then, all souls, from the beginning of time until the last person, will be resurrected and gathered before Allah.
On this Day, every individual will be presented with a record of all their deeds, both good and bad, whether they were hidden or open. There will be no injustice, and everyone will be judged fairly. The actions will be weighed on a scale (Mizan), and people will be held accountable for their beliefs, intentions, words, and actions. The earth itself will bear witness to what happened on its surface. People will stand before Allah, some with faces shining bright, others darkened with regret. After the judgment, humanity will cross a bridge called Sirat, which is said to be sharper than a sword and thinner than a hair. Ultimately, individuals will be assigned their eternal dwelling: either Jannah (Paradise) for those whose good deeds outweigh their bad, or Jahannam (Hellfire) for those whose bad deeds outweigh their good and who died without sincere repentance or belief in Allah.
b) Explain how belief in the Day of Judgment influences a Muslim’s life choices. Belief in the Day of Judgment profoundly influences a Muslim's life choices by instilling a strong sense of accountability, purpose, and motivation.
i. Accountability and Conscientiousness: Knowing that every action, word, and even intention will be judged on the Day of Judgment makes a Muslim highly conscientious about their choices. It encourages them to always strive for good, avoid sins, and fulfill their obligations to Allah and humanity, as they are aware of the eternal consequences of their deeds. This constant awareness acts as a powerful deterrent against wrongdoing.
ii. Moral Guidance and Purpose: Belief in the afterlife provides a clear moral compass and a sense of purpose beyond this fleeting worldly life. Muslims are motivated to live a life that earns Allah's pleasure, focusing on building good character, helping others, and adhering to Islamic principles, knowing that these actions are an investment for their eternal future.
iii. Patience and Resilience: The promise of reward in the afterlife helps Muslims endure hardships and injustices in this world with patience and resilience. They understand that worldly life is a test, and true success lies in the hereafter, which makes them less attached to transient material gains and more focused on spiritual growth.

30. Amina’s teacher explains the role of Prophets in Islam.
a) Outline the role of Prophets in guiding people according to Islam. According to Islam, Prophets (Anbiya') play a crucial and indispensable role in guiding humanity. Their primary functions include:
i. Delivering Divine Revelation (Wahiy): Prophets are chosen by Allah to receive and convey His messages (revelations) to mankind. These revelations, such as the Quran to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) or the Torah to Prophet Musa (AS), contain Allah's commands, laws, guidance, and warnings. They serve as the primary source of knowledge about Allah, His attributes, and the path to salvation.
ii. Teaching and Explaining the Divine Message: Prophets don't just deliver the message; they also clarify and explain it to people. They provide practical interpretations of the revelations, showing how to implement divine laws in daily life. Through their words and actions, they serve as living examples of how to worship Allah and live righteously.
iii. Calling to Monotheism (Tawheed): A central role of all prophets, from Adam to Muhammad (SAW), was to call people to the pure worship of one God, Allah, and to abandon all forms of idolatry or polytheism. They consistently reminded their communities that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah.
iv. Serving as Role Models (Uswatun Hasanah): Prophets exemplify the highest standards of morality, ethics, and character. Their lives serve as perfect examples for humanity to follow in all aspects – personal conduct, family life, social interactions, leadership, and resilience in the face of adversity.
v. Warning and Giving Glad Tidings: Prophets warned people about the consequences of disobeying Allah and the punishments in the hereafter, while also giving glad tidings of reward and paradise for those who believe and do good deeds. They guided humanity towards understanding the purpose of life and preparing for the Day of Judgment.
b) Discuss the importance of believing in all Prophets as taught in Islam. Believing in all Prophets is an integral part of Islamic faith and one of the Six Articles of Faith (Iman). Its importance stems from several key reasons:
i. Unity of Divine Message: Believing in all Prophets emphasizes the fundamental unity of the divine message throughout history. It affirms that Allah sent the same core message of monotheism (Tawheed) and submission to His will through a continuous chain of prophets, starting from Adam, including Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus), and culminating with Prophet Muhammad (SAW). This fosters a sense of continuity and consistency in God's guidance to humanity.
ii. Completeness of Faith: Denying any prophet mentioned in the Quran is considered disbelief in Islam because it implies rejecting a part of Allah's revelation. True faith requires acknowledging all of Allah's messengers and the divine messages they brought, even if earlier scriptures have been altered over time. This belief ensures the completeness and integrity of a Muslim's faith.
iii. Respect for all Divine Messengers: It instills respect and reverence for all figures chosen by Allah to deliver His message, regardless of their time or location. This prevents prejudice and narrow-mindedness, promoting a broader understanding of religious history and divine communication.

31. During a community service project, students are encouraged to show good character.
a) Identify five Islamic morals or ethics that guide good character. Five Islamic morals or ethics that guide good character are:
i. Honesty (Sidq): Being truthful in speech, actions, and intentions, and avoiding all forms of deception, lies, and cheating.
ii. Kindness and Compassion (Rahmah): Treating all creation, including humans and animals, with gentleness, mercy, empathy, and understanding, and helping those in need.
iii. Justice and Fairness (Adl): Upholding justice in all dealings, treating everyone equitably regardless of their background, and standing up against oppression and wrongdoing.
iv. Humility (Tawadu): Recognizing one's limitations, avoiding arrogance and pride, and treating others with respect and modesty.
v. Patience and Forbearance (Sabr and Hilm): Enduring difficulties, challenges, and provocations with calmness, self-control, and perseverance, and forgiving others for their mistakes.
b) Explain how practicing these morals can improve relationships in the community. Practicing these Islamic morals significantly improves relationships in the community by fostering an environment of trust, respect, and mutual support.
i. Building Trust and Reliability: Honesty is the cornerstone of any healthy relationship. When individuals are consistently honest and trustworthy, it builds confidence and reliability within the community. People know they can depend on each other, leading to stronger bonds and more effective collaboration in community projects and daily life.
ii. Fostering Harmony and Empathy: Kindness and compassion soften hearts and promote harmony. When people genuinely care for each other, they are more likely to offer help, forgive shortcomings, and resolve conflicts peacefully. This reduces animosity and creates a more supportive and empathetic environment where everyone feels valued.
iii. Ensuring Equity and Reducing Conflict: Justice and fairness are crucial for preventing disputes and promoting social cohesion. When individuals and institutions act justly, it ensures that everyone's rights are respected, reducing grievances and the potential for conflict. This creates a sense of security and fairness, allowing people to live together peacefully.
iv. Promoting Respect and Openness: Humility encourages individuals to listen to others, acknowledge their contributions, and avoid looking down on anyone. This fosters an atmosphere of mutual respect and openness, where diverse perspectives are valued and people feel comfortable sharing their ideas and concerns.
v. Strengthening Resilience and Forgiveness: Patience and forbearance enable individuals to navigate disagreements and challenges without resorting to anger or retaliation. By being patient and forgiving, community members can overcome minor conflicts, preserve relationships, and collectively build resilience against adversity, leading to a more cohesive and enduring community.

32. During a class discussion, students learn about the Quran and Hadith.
a) Explain the difference between the Quran and Hadith. The Quran and Hadith are the two primary sources of Islamic knowledge and law, but they differ significantly in their origin and nature:
· Quran:
i. Divine Revelation (Kalamullah): The Quran is considered the literal word of Allah, revealed directly to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) through the Angel Jibril (Gabriel) over a period of 23 years. Muslims believe it is the uncreated, preserved, and perfect speech of God.
ii. Inimitable and Protected: Its language, style, and content are considered miraculous and inimitable. Allah guarantees its preservation from any alteration or corruption.
iii. Primary Authority: It is the ultimate and highest authority in Islam, providing fundamental beliefs, principles, and broad injunctions.
iv. Recited in Prayer: Its verses are recited in the five daily prayers (Salah).
· Hadith:
i. Prophetic Sayings, Actions, and Approvals: The Hadith refers to the sayings, actions, tacit approvals, and characteristics of Prophet Muhammad (SAW). It is a record of his life and teachings, transmitted by his companions and subsequent generations.
ii. Human Narration: While divinely inspired, the Hadith is narrated by human beings (the companions and those who followed them). Therefore, a rigorous science of Hadith authentication was developed to verify their authenticity and chain of narration.
iii. Secondary Authority (Explanation and Elaboration): The Hadith serves as a secondary source of Islamic law, primarily explaining, elaborating, and providing practical examples of how to implement the general principles laid out in the Quran. It clarifies ambiguities in the Quran and provides specific details not explicitly mentioned in the Divine Book.
iv. Not Recited in Prayer as Quran: Hadith are not recited in the formal prayers (Salah) in the same manner as the Quran.
In essence, the Quran is the direct word of God, while the Hadith is the exemplary practice and explanation of that word by His final Prophet.
b) Describe why both are important sources of Islamic knowledge. Both the Quran and Hadith are indispensable and complementary sources of Islamic knowledge, essential for a complete understanding and practice of Islam:
i. Quran: The Foundation and Principles: The Quran provides the fundamental beliefs, overarching principles, and core injunctions of Islam. It lays down the creed, moral framework, and general laws. Without the Quran, there would be no direct divine revelation, and the very foundation of Islam would be absent. It serves as the ultimate reference point for all Islamic knowledge and practice.
ii. Hadith: Elaboration, Practical Application, and Details: The Hadith is crucial for understanding the practical application and detailed implementation of the Quranic injunctions. The Quran might command to "establish prayer" or "give Zakat," but it is the Hadith that provides the specific details of how to pray (number of rak'ahs, movements, recitations) or how to calculate and distribute Zakat. The Hadith also preserves the Prophet's exemplary life, which is the perfect model for Muslims. Without the Hadith, much of Islamic practice would be left to interpretation and confusion, making it difficult to follow the religion correctly. Together, they form the complete guidance for Muslims.

33. Ali feels discouraged because some students mock his religious practices.
a) Discuss three ways Islam encourages Muslims to remain steadfast in their faith despite challenges. Islam provides several powerful ways to encourage Muslims to remain steadfast in their faith (Istiqamah) despite challenges and mockery:
i. Reliance on Allah and Trust in His Plan (Tawakkul): Islam teaches Muslims to place their complete trust and reliance on Allah alone. When facing mockery or persecution, Muslims are encouraged to remember that their ultimate reward comes from Allah, and that He is sufficient as a protector and helper. This belief in Divine support helps them endure hardships, knowing that Allah is aware of their struggles and will ultimately grant them victory and ease. The Quran reminds believers: "And rely upon Allah; and sufficient is Allah as Disposer of affairs" (Quran 33:3).
ii. Patience and Perseverance (Sabr): Sabr, or patience, is a cornerstone of Islamic teachings and is highly emphasized in the face of adversity. Muslims are taught that tests and trials are a natural part of life and a means of purification and spiritual growth. Enduring mockery with patience, without retaliating or compromising one's faith, is seen as a highly rewarding act. The Quran frequently promises great rewards for those who are patient and steadfast.
iii. Drawing Strength from the Examples of Prophets and Pious Predecessors: The lives of Prophets, particularly Prophet Muhammad (SAW), and other pious individuals are filled with examples of enduring immense challenges and mockery for the sake of their faith. Learning about their perseverance, unwavering commitment, and ultimate triumph can be a tremendous source of inspiration and strength for Muslims facing similar difficulties. It reminds them that they are part of a long legacy of believers who stood firm for their convictions.
b) Explain the importance of patience (Sabr) in the life of a Muslim. Patience (Sabr) is of immense importance in the life of a Muslim, serving as a fundamental virtue and a key to success both in this world and the hereafter. It is not merely passive endurance but an active state of perseverance, self-control, and steadfastness in the face of adversity.
i. Spiritual Growth and Reward: Sabr is a means of spiritual purification and drawing closer to Allah. Enduring trials with patience earns immense reward from Allah, as He loves those who are patient. The Quran states, "Indeed, Allah is with the patient" (Quran 2:153), signifying divine support and blessings for those who exercise Sabr. It is believed that patience can elevate one's spiritual rank and atone for sins.
ii. Overcoming Challenges and Maintaining Faith: Life is full of tests and hardships, including mockery, loss, illness, and difficult circumstances. Patience enables a Muslim to navigate these challenges without losing hope, despairing, or compromising their faith. It helps them maintain a positive outlook, trusting in Allah's plan and wisdom, even when the path is difficult.
iii. Developing Inner Strength and Discipline: Practicing patience cultivates inner strength, self-discipline, and resilience. It teaches individuals to control their emotions, restrain their reactions, and think rationally rather than impulsively. This discipline is vital for managing anger, resisting temptations, and making sound decisions, leading to a more stable and balanced life.

34. The school wants to teach students about the importance of prayer cleanliness (Wudu).
a) Describe the steps involved in performing Wudu. Wudu (ablution) is a ritual washing performed by Muslims before prayer (Salah) and other acts of worship, signifying physical and spiritual purity. The steps involved in performing Wudu are as follows:
i. Intention (Niyyah): Make the intention in your heart to perform Wudu for the sake of Allah. This is not recited aloud but is an internal commitment.
ii. Saying "Bismillah": Begin by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of Allah).
iii. Washing Hands: Wash both hands up to the wrists three times, ensuring water reaches between the fingers.
iv. Rinsing Mouth: Rinse the mouth three times, using the right hand to put water in and swirling it around.
v. Rinsing Nose: Rinse the nose three times by sniffing water into the nostrils with the right hand and expelling it with the left hand.
vi. Washing Face: Wash the entire face three times, from the hairline to the chin and from earlobe to earlobe.
vii. Washing Arms: Wash the right arm up to the elbow three times, ensuring water covers the entire area. Then, wash the left arm up to the elbow three times in the same manner.
viii. Wiping Head: Wipe the head once by passing wet hands from the front hairline to the back of the neck and then bringing them back to the front.
ix. Wiping Ears: Wipe the inside of the ears with the index fingers and the back of the ears with the thumbs, once.
x. Washing Feet: Wash the right foot up to the ankles three times, ensuring water reaches between the toes. Then, wash the left foot up to the ankles three times in the same manner.
xi. Recite Shahada: After completing Wudu, it is sunnah (recommended) to recite the Shahada: "Ash-hadu an la ilaha illallah, wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan abduhu wa Rasulullah" (I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger).
b) Explain the spiritual benefits of performing Wudu before prayer. Performing Wudu before prayer offers significant spiritual benefits beyond mere physical cleanliness:
i. Spiritual Purification and Readiness: Wudu is not just about washing the body; it is a preparatory act that cleanses the soul and mind, making a Muslim spiritually ready to stand before Allah. It helps in shedding minor sins, as the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) taught that sins fall off with the drops of water during Wudu, preparing the heart for sincere devotion.
ii. Heightened Focus and Humility: The ritualistic nature of Wudu, with its specific steps, helps in mentally detaching from worldly distractions and focusing on the impending act of prayer. It instills a sense of humility and reverence, reminding the individual that they are about to engage in a direct conversation with their Creator, thus enhancing the quality and concentration of their Salah.
iii. Connection to Prophetic Practice and Reward: Performing Wudu is following the Sunnah (practice) of Prophet Muhammad (SAW), which itself is a source of immense spiritual reward. Believers gain blessings and closeness to Allah by emulating the Prophet's habits and upholding this crucial aspect of worship.

35. Fatima’s community wants to teach children about the significance of the Hijrah.
a) Explain what the Hijrah was and why it is important in Islamic history. The Hijrah refers to the migration of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his companions from Makkah to Madinah (then Yathrib) in 622 CE. This was not merely a physical journey but a pivotal event with immense significance in Islamic history. The Muslims in Makkah were facing severe persecution, torture, and boycotts from the Quraysh polytheists, making it impossible to freely practice and propagate Islam. Allah commanded the Prophet (SAW) and his followers to migrate to Madinah, where they had received an invitation and pledges of support from the Ansar (helpers) of Madinah.
The Hijrah is profoundly important in Islamic history for several reasons:
i. Establishment of the First Islamic State: It marked the beginning of the establishment of the first truly Islamic state in Madinah. The Prophet (SAW) became not just a religious leader but also a political leader, establishing laws, fostering brotherhood between the Muhajirun (migrants from Makkah) and the Ansar, and defending the Muslim community.
ii. Beginning of the Islamic Calendar: The Hijrah is so significant that it marks the beginning of the Islamic lunar calendar (Hijri calendar). This symbolizes its importance as a turning point in the history of Islam.
iii. Turning Point for the Muslim Community: The Hijrah transformed the Muslim community from a persecuted minority into a thriving and independent entity. It allowed Islam to flourish, grow, and spread unhindered, laying the groundwork for its future expansion.
iv. Brotherhood and Unity: The Hijrah solidified the concept of brotherhood (Muakha) among Muslims, as the Muhajirun and Ansar shared their resources and homes, setting an enduring example of Islamic solidarity and mutual support.
b) Discuss two lessons Muslims can learn from the Hijrah. Two important lessons Muslims can learn from the Hijrah are:
i. Sacrifice and Perseverance for the Sake of Faith: The Hijrah demonstrates the immense sacrifice Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his companions were willing to make for their faith. They left behind their homes, wealth, and families in Makkah for the sake of Allah and the preservation of Islam. This teaches Muslims the importance of prioritizing their faith over worldly attachments and enduring hardships with perseverance for the sake of their beliefs.
ii. The Importance of Community and Brotherhood: The successful establishment of the Islamic community in Madinah after the Hijrah highlights the critical role of unity, cooperation, and brotherhood (Muakha) among Muslims. The bond formed between the Muhajirun and Ansar, where they shared everything they had, serves as a powerful example of how mutual support and solidarity are essential for the strength and resilience of the Muslim Ummah (community). It emphasizes that Muslims should always support one another, especially in times of need.
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