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701/2: ENGLISH (Composition and Literary Analysis)
MARKING SCHEME
SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
(Write a composition ending with: ...As I looked back at the small, dusty road, I knew this was just the beginning of my great adventure.)
The sun beat down relentlessly on my small village, drying up the last puddles from yesterday's brief shower. I clutched the worn leather bag my grandmother had given me, its contents—a few clothes, a map, and a half-eaten piece of bread—feeling strangely heavy. Today was the day. The day I would finally leave home and venture into the unknown, a journey I had dreamed of since I was a small child listening to tales of brave explorers.
My parents stood by the door of our mud-walled hut, their faces a mix of pride and worry. My mother's eyes were glistening, and my father, usually so stern, managed a small, encouraging smile. "Remember what we taught you," he said, his voice gruff but kind. "Be brave, be wise, and always remember where you came from." My siblings waved enthusiastically, too young to truly understand the weight of the moment. I hugged them all tightly, a lump forming in my throat. The familiar scent of woodsmoke and freshly baked bread clung to me, a comforting reminder of the home I was leaving behind.
The village path, usually bustling with goats and children, seemed quieter than usual. My best friend, Juma, walked with me to the edge of the village, his hands tucked into his pockets. "Don't forget us," he said, his voice soft. "Write to me about everything you see." I promised I would, my heart swelling with emotion. We shook hands, a solemn vow between two friends whose paths were about to diverge.
I took a deep breath, the dry air filling my lungs. The world beyond our village was vast and full of stories waiting to be discovered. I imagined towering mountains, shimmering lakes, and cities filled with wonders I could barely conceive. The challenges would be many, I knew, but so would the lessons and the discoveries. My grandmother's old map, unfolded and creased, showed paths leading far beyond the familiar fields and forests. My feet, though tired from the walk to the village edge, felt light with anticipation. As I looked back at the small, dusty road, I knew this was just the beginning of my great adventure.







SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
(Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow.)
(a) Identify the following in this story. 
i. Opening formula 
Once upon a time, in a small village nestled beside a great forest, lived a kind and hardworking woman named Mama Cheko. 
ii. Closing formula 
That is why they say, "A kind heart always finds its way."
(b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two ways you would make it more interesting. 
 I would use different voices for Mama Cheko, the bird, and the narrator to make the characters distinct and engaging. 
I would incorporate gestures and facial expressions to show Mama Cheko's worry, eagerness, and relief, and to depict the bird's chirping and flight. 
I could also use sound effects like the "gentle gurgle" of the stream or the "thumping" of Mama Cheko's heart. (Any two of these or similar appropriate suggestions are valid.)
(c) What does the little bird say in the story that shows it is helpful? 
The little bird says, "I know of a hidden spring deep within the forest, where the water flows all year round." This direct offer of crucial information shows its helpfulness. It also provides clear instructions: "Follow the path of the singing river... and it will lead you to the spring. But you must only take what you need."
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story. 
(i) Personification  
"Her children were hungry, and Mama Cheko grew worried. One evening, as she sat sadly by her cooking fire, a little bird flew into her hut. 'Mama Cheko,' chirped the bird, 'I know of a hidden spring deep within the forest, where the water flows all year round.'" (The bird talks and chirps, which are human-like actions.) 
 "...the water turns to a churning brown..."  "...the sun's kind gaze..."  "...the flowers stretch and face the day..." 
(ii) Dialogue 
Mama Cheko," chirped the bird, "I know of a hidden spring deep within the forest, where the water flows all year round." 
 "Oh, little bird, how can I find it?" she asked eagerly. 
 "Follow the path of the singing river," replied the bird, "and it will lead you to the spring. But you must only take what you need."
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? 
 The moral lesson is that kindness and generosity are rewarded, and that helping others can lead to positive outcomes for everyone. As the story concludes, "A kind heart always finds its way."
TASK 3: POETRY
(Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow.)
(a) How many stanzas are in this poem? 
 There are five stanzas in this poem.
(b) Identify two examples of rhyming words in the poem. 
i. rise / skies 
ii. night / light 
iii. trees / melodies 
iv. air / fair 
v. day / away 
vi. gaze / blaze 
vii. play / day 
viii. above / love 
ix. new / do 
x. shine / divine 
(Any two valid pairs from the list are acceptable.)
(c) What does the poem suggest about the sky after a storm? 
 The poem suggests that the morning sun "lifts the dark and ends the night, / Filling earth with warmth and light." This implies that the sun brings an end to darkness, which can be interpreted as the end of a difficult period like a storm, bringing clarity and brightness. (Note: The passage doesn't explicitly mention a storm, but "darkness" can be interpreted figuratively to include bad weather.)

TASK 4: DRAMA
(Read the section of a play below and then answer the questions that follow.)
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? 
 The events in this scene of the play take place in the school compound, specifically on a bench where Anna is sitting, and then they move towards her classroom.
(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play? 
 The main problem is that Anna has lost her favourite storybook, which had dragons and knights, and she is upset about it.
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Ben. 
Caring/Empathetic: Ben notices Anna is sad ("Why are you sitting all by yourself? Don't you want to play?") and immediately shows concern for her feelings ("What's wrong?"). He also says, "Oh no! That's terrible." *
Helpful/Supportive: Ben offers to help Anna find her book ("Don't worry, Anna. We'll find it. Maybe it just fell off your desk. Let's go look together.") and reassures her ("Of course! That's what friends are for.").
(d) What shows that Anna is upset at the beginning of the scene?  Anna is shown to be upset because she is "sitting alone on a bench, looking sad." She also sighs when Ben asks her why she's by herself, and she states, "I don't feel like it" when asked to play.

TASK 5: NOVELLA
(Read the section of a novella below and then answer the questions that follow.)
(a) What is the setting of the story? 
The setting of the story is Amina's house, specifically at midnight in her hall and kitchen.
(b) Describe two character traits of Amina. 
i. Brave/Courageous: Despite being scared ("her heart thumping like a drum," "Every shadow seemed to twist into menacing shapes"), Amina decides to investigate the strange scratching sound downstairs alone. She "crept out of bed and down the creaky stairs." 
ii. Curious/Inquisitive: When she hears the scratching, her initial reaction is to whisper, "Who's there?" and then she actively decides to "investigate" the source of the sound instead of staying in bed.  
iii. Kind/Compassionate: Once she discovers it's a frightened tiny mouse, she doesn't harm it. Instead, she feels relief and carefully helps it escape by moving the flour sack.
(c) Apart from Amina, name two other characters in this story. 
i. Amina's parents  
ii. The tiny mouse (which acts as a character causing the conflict and resolution)
(d) What causes Amina's fear at the beginning of the story? 
Amina's fear at the beginning of the story is caused by a strange scratching sound coming from downstairs, which she initially perceives as potentially menacing or dangerous.
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