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701/1: ENGLISH (Reading Comprehension, Oral Skills and Grammar)
Time: 1 hour 40 minutes
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
1. You have been given this question paper and a separate answer sheet. The question paper consists of 50 multiple choice questions. 
2. Answer ALL questions on the ANSWER SHEET provided, NOT on the question paper.
3. Do all the necessary rough work on the question paper.-ENGLISH-

HOW TO USE THE ANSWER SHEET
4. Use an ordinary HB pencil.
5. Confirm that the answer sheet you have been provided with has the following:
· YOUR ASSESSMENT NUMBER
· YOUR NAME
· NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL
· NAME OF THE SUBJECT
6. Keep the answer sheet clean and dry. DO NOT fold it.
7. For each of the questions 1 – 50, four options are given. The options are lettered A, B, C and D. In each case, only ONE of the four options is correct. Choose the correct option.
8. On the answer sheet, the correct answer is to be shown by drawing a DARK LINE inside the box in which the letter you have chosen is written.
Example In the Question paper:
40. Which one of the following means the opposite of the word "better"?
A. weak B. wrong C. worse D. wasted
The correct answer is 'C'.
On the answer sheet, in the set of boxes given for number 40, draw a DARK LINE inside the box with the letter C printed in it as marked below.
40 A [ ] B [ ] C [|] D [ ]
9. Your dark line MUST be within the box. DO NOT make any marks outside the boxes.
10. For each question, ONLY ONE box is to be marked.
This paper consists of 6 printed pages. Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing.
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Read the passage below and then answer questions 1 to 6.
The Mara River flows through the famous Maasai Mara National Reserve in Kenya, and it is a lifeline for countless animals. Every year, millions of wildebeest, zebras, and antelopes undertake a dangerous journey known as the Great Migration. They cross the Mara River in search of greener pastures. This crossing is one of the most exciting and dangerous events in the animal kingdom.

As the herds gather on the riverbanks, hungry crocodiles wait patiently in the murky waters. The sound of thousands of hooves fills the air as the first brave animals plunge into the river. Dust clouds rise from the banks, and the water turns to a churning brown as more and more animals follow. Many make it safely across, but some become prey for the crocodiles or are swept away by the strong currents.

Despite the dangers, the migration is essential for the survival of the wildebeest. They need to find fresh grazing grounds, and the river crossing is a necessary part of this cycle. The Mara River, with its dangers and life-giving waters, plays a vital role in maintaining the balance of nature in this unique ecosystem. It reminds us of the power and resilience of the wild.
1. 
2. According to the passage, the Mara River is important because it                                                                                  A. is home to many crocodiles.                                           B. provides water for wild animals.                                  C. makes the Maasai Mara famous.                                       D. is a difficult place for animals to cross.
3. The Great Migration is described as dangerous mainly because                                                                                         A. the river waters are always muddy.                              B. many animals are swept away by currents.                  C. crocodiles hunt animals in the water.                              D. animals are looking for greener pastures.
4. Which one of the following statements is true according to the passage?                                                     A. All animals that cross the Mara River make it safely.                                                                                      B. The sound of hooves makes the crocodiles hungry. C. The migration helps wildebeest find new places to feed.                                                                                         D. The Mara River has clear waters for the animals.
5. The expression "lifeline for countless animals" as used in the passage means the river                                                    A. is very long.                                                                           B. has many animals living in it.                                           C. provides essential support for animals.                                       D. is dangerous for animals.
6. Which word in the passage means the same as "important"?                                                                        A. Murky                                                                                     B. Brave                                                                                 C. Vital                                                                                       D. Unique
7. Which one of the following would be the best title for this passage?                                                                                   A. The Dangerous Crocodiles                                                      B. Life in Maasai Mara                                                                C. The Mara River: A Lifeline                                                                D. The Great Wildebeest Journey


Read the passage below and then answer questions 7 to 11.
Last Saturday, our school organized a tree-planting exercise. We gathered at the school grounds early in the morning, excited about contributing to a greener environment. Our head teacher, Mr. Kimani, explained the importance of planting trees for the future. He told us that trees help clean the air, provide shade, and prevent soil erosion.

Each Grade 7 learner was given a young tree seedling and a small shovel. We walked in groups to the designated area behind the school field. The ground was soft from the previous night's rain, making it easier to dig. Under the guidance of our teachers, we carefully dug holes, placed the seedlings, and gently covered the roots with soil. We made sure to water each tree thoroughly.

By lunchtime, the area was transformed. What was once a bare patch of land was now filled with tiny green shoots, each representing a promise for a healthier planet. We felt proud of our effort and the positive impact we had made. Mr. Kimani thanked everyone for their hard work and reminded us to take care of the newly planted trees. It was a tiring but very rewarding day.


7. The main reason the school organized the tree-planting exercise was to                                                        A. make the school grounds beautiful.                                   B. help learners get exercise.                                                  C. improve the environment.                                                  D. teach learners how to plant trees.
8. Which one of the following statements is true according to the passage?                                                  A. The learners were lazy when digging the holes. B. The head teacher planted the most trees.                         C. The ground was hard for digging because it had not rained.                                                                                   D. Each Grade 7 learner planted at least one tree.
9. The word "designated" as used in the passage means A. chosen.                                                                             B. hidden.                                                                         C. open.                                                                                    D. faraway.
10. From the passage, "each representing a promise for a healthier planet" means the trees                                         A. will grow very tall.                                                           B. show hope for a better world.                                            C. are very small and delicate.                                               D. need a lot of care to survive.
11. Which one of the following would be the most suitable title for this passage?                                                 A. Our School Field                                                      B. Mr. Kimani's Speech                                                     C. A Rewarding Day                                                                  D. The Importance of Trees



Read the passage below and then answer questions 12 to 16.
Computers have become an important part of our daily lives, transforming how we work, learn, and play. From the moment we wake up, many of us interact with computers without even realizing it. Our phones are tiny computers, our televisions are powered by computers, and even our cars rely on computer systems to operate safely.

In schools, computers are used to help learners research topics, write assignments, and even create art. Teachers use them to prepare lessons, track progress, and communicate with parents. At home, computers allow us to stay connected with friends and family, watch movies, listen to music, and explore the internet for information. Businesses use computers for everything from managing sales to designing new products.

However, it's important to use computers wisely. Spending too much time in front of a screen can affect our eyes and our physical health. It's also crucial to be safe online and protect our personal information. While computers offer incredible advantages, balancing screen time with other activities like reading books, playing outdoors, and spending time with loved ones is key to a healthy life.
12. 
13. According to the passage, computers have changed A. only how we learn.                                                             B. how we do many things daily.                                         C. only how we play games.                                                     D. how we talk to our families.
14. Which one of the following is true about computers in schools, according to the passage?                                  A. Learners only use them to play games.                             B. Teachers only use them to track progress.                        C. They help learners with research and assignments.                                                                                  D. They are mainly used to communicate with other schools.

15. The word "transforming" as used in the passage means the same as                                                                 A. changing.                                                                        B. stopping.                                                                            C. hiding.                                                                               D. limiting.
16. According to the passage, what can happen if we use computers too much?                                                               A. We might learn too many new things.                                  B. It can harm our eyes and health.                                         C. We might become very famous.                                        D. It will make us smarter.
17. To use computers wisely, we should                                         A. spend all our free time using them.                                  B. only use them for school work.                                     C. use them only for watching movies.                                        D. balance screen time with other activities.



Read the passage below and then answer questions 17 to 20.
Mary, Tom, Salome, and Peter are Grade 7 learners who enjoy different fruits. Mary likes apples and bananas. Tom likes bananas and oranges. Salome likes apples and mangoes. Peter likes oranges but not bananas.
17. Who likes bananas and oranges? 	A. Mary 	B. Tom 	C. Salome 	D. Peter
18. Which fruit is liked by most people? 	A. Apples 	B. Bananas 	C. Oranges 	D. Mangoes
19. Who likes apples but not mangoes? 	A. Mary 	B. Tom 	C. Salome 	D. Peter
20. All the learners like oranges except 	A. Mary. 	B. Tom. 	C. Salome. 	D. Peter.
Read the following telephone conversation between two friends, Amina and Ben. It contains blank spaces numbered 21 to 23. For each blank space, select the best alternative from the choices given.
Amina: Hello, is that Ben?
Ben: Yes, this is Ben. How can I help you, Amina?
Amina: 21___________________________________.
Ben: I’m doing great too! What’s up?
Amina: I called to ask if you’d like to join our study group for the upcoming science test. We are meeting at the library tomorrow at 3 PM.
Ben: Oh, that sounds helpful. 22 __________________________________.
Amina: That's fine! We can share notes with you later. Maybe you can join us for the next one?
Ben: 23 _____________________________________.
Amina: Great! See you then.
21. 
22. A. I am fine, thank you.                                                       B. How are you?                                                                  C. I'm doing well, and you?                                                  D. Is it good to talk?
23. A. I will not come.                                                              B. I'm sorry, I have a dentist appointment at that time.                                                                                      C. I cannot come because I am busy.                                        D. I don't want to come tomorrow.
24. A. Yes, thank you for understanding.                                          B. Okay, I will try to come.                                           C. That's a good idea, thanks!                                                                     D. You are welcome.
For questions 24 and 25, select the alternative that best describes what you would say in each of the situations presented.
24. Your friend accidentally spills water on your book. What should you say to your friend?                                                           A. "Be careful next time!"                                             B. "Oh no! My book is wet!"                                                                  C. "It's okay, accidents happen."                                   D. "You always spill things."
25. You want to politely ask your classmate to move so you can reach your pencil. What would you say?                                                                                                                                    A. "Move, I need my pencil!"                                                                                                        B. "Excuse me, could you please move a little?"                                                                                    C. "Get out of my way, I need my pencil."                                                                                      D. "I need my pencil, so you must move."
Read the passage below. It contains blank spaces numbered 26 to 35. For each blank space, choose the best alternative.
Living in the countryside offers many advantages. One of the most enjoyable things is the fresh, clean air. Unlike cities, where factories and cars pollute the atmosphere, the countryside is 26_____________ from such problems. This means you can breathe 27_______________ and feel healthier.

Another advantage is the peaceful and quiet environment. There are no noisy vehicles or loud crowds. You can wake 28 _____________to the sound of birds singing or the gentle rustling of leaves. This peacefulness helps to reduce stress and 29_______ relaxation. Many people find that they sleep 30_______________ in the countryside.

Furthermore, the countryside offers 31 _______________opportunities for outdoor activities. You can go for long walks in nature, explore forests, or simply enjoy the beautiful landscapes. Children 32_______________ play freely in open spaces, and there is a stronger sense of community. Neighbours often know each other well 33 ________________offer help whenever needed.

However, there can be 34 challenges, such as limited access to large shops or medical facilities. Despite these, the beauty and calmness of country life make it a wonderful 35 for many.
26. A. free 		B. far 			 C. away 		D. distant
27. A. easily 		B. deeply		 C. quickly 		D. simply
28. A. up 			B. down		 C. early 		D. away
29. A. brings 		B. causes 		C. promotes 		D. gives
30. A. better 		B. well 		C. soundly 		D. peacefully
31. A. few 			B. many 		C. small 		D. less
32. A. may 		B. will 			C. can 			D. should
33. A. but 			B. or 			C. and 			D. so
34. A. some 		B. any 			C. little 		D. much
35. A. place 		B. choice 		C. house 		D. life
For questions 36 to 45, select the alternative that best completes the sentence.
36. The teacher asked the learners to bring a ___________ of bread for the picnic.                                                                     A. slice 	B. loaf 		C. piece 		D. packet
37. A group of musicians is called a ___________.                                                                                                                               A. choir 	B. band 	C. troop 	D. flock
38. My parents told me to invite ___________ of my friends to my birthday party.                                                                     A. any 		B. some	 C. no 		D. every
39. "Is there ___________ at the door?" asked the mother.                                                                                                           A. nobody 		B. everybody 		C. somebody 		D. anything
40. Sarah is good ___________ playing chess, but she struggles with puzzles.                                                                                   A. in 		B. at 		C. on 		D. with
41. You enjoy reading storybooks, ___________?                                                                                                                       A. do you 		B. don't you 		C. did you 		D. didn't you
42. The children aren't making much noise, ___________?                                                                                                       A. are they 		B. aren't they		C. do they 		D. don't they
43. ___________ it rains tomorrow, we will go for the nature walk.                                                                                               A. Unless 		B. If 		C. Although 			D. Because
44. Either the cat or the dogs ___________ responsible for the mess in the kitchen.                                                                     A. is 		B. was 		C. are 		D. has been
45. "This book belongs to me. It is ___________," said Peter.                                                                                                    A. your 		B. his 		C. mine 		D. hers
46. Which one of the following sentences is correctly punctuated?                                                                                                    A. "What time is the assembly" asked the prefect.                                                                                                                        B. "What time is the assembly"? asked the prefect.                                                                                                                C. "What time is the assembly?" asked the prefect.                                                                                                                          D. "What time is the assembly, asked the prefect."
47. Which one of the following alternatives means the same as the underlined sentence?                                                          The gardener watered the flowers every evening.                                                                                                                                                        A. The flowers are watered by the gardener every evening.                                                                                                 B. The flowers were watered by the gardener every evening.                                                                                                    C. The flowers will be watered by the gardener every evening.                                                                                                  D. The flowers are being watered by the gardener every evening.
48. Choose the alternative that correctly combines the following sentences.                                                                       The bell rang. The learners rushed out of class.                                                                                                          A. The bell rang but the learners rushed out of class.                                                                                                        B. The bell rang and the learners rushed out of class.                                                                                                       C. The bell rang until the learners rushed out of class.                                                                                                                D. The bell rang so the learners rushed out of class.
For questions 49 and 50, choose the alternative that means the same as the underlined.
49. My grandmother always looks after her grandchildren when they visit.                                                                                    A. advises                                                                                                                                                                                                   B. searches for                                                                                                                                                                       C. cares for                                                                                                                                                                                        D. visits
50. After a long journey, the travelers were very worn out.                                                                                                     A. happy                                                                                                                                                                                         B. tired                                                                                                                                                                              C. hungry                                                                                                                                                                                  D. lost
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