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Instructions for Learners

1. Be sure to sign at the bottom of the page after you finish the assessment.

2. Write down your name, name of your school, assessment no and grade in the spaces provided above.

3. Answer ALL the questions in the spaces provided.

4. This paper consists of 8 printed pages with 12 questions.

5. Ensure you check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed and that no questions are missing.
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TASK 3: READING COMPRHENSION (12 MARKS)

1. Read the story below an answer the questions that follow.
Sumba was happy. He had been sent to the shop all alone and there was some balance to remain for him to buy sweets. He knew Ken would be disappointed to know that Sumba either went to the shop alone or ate the sweets without sharing. Ken rarely left home unless if on an errand so, Sumba knew how he would fish his friend out. When he reached near their gate, he whistled loudly and Ken staggered out of the home. He didn’t even stop there. The two boys were soon half-way to the shop.

Then they bumped into a boy to ten years of age. He was hungry and looked as if he would soon be unable to walk. One, two, three more steps and...

“Are you sick?” Sumba asked the strange boy in their native language. The boy looked blankly at him. “Are you hungry?” Ken asked the boy and the boy nodded in response.

The two friends decided to help the hungry boy. They asked the boy to accompany them back to the shop. After buying what they had been sent, they didn’t use the balance on sweets. They took the hungry boy to the local hotel and he was served with a cup of tea and two doughnuts. As the boy was half –way through a stranger walked in. He had been looking for the lost boy and upon being given direction to the hotel, he was more than happy. He paid the bill then asked the waiter to serve Sumba and Ken too. On top of that, he gave them a two hundred shilling note as a token of appreciation.

(a) What is the main cause of Sumba’s happiness?
(1 mark)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………................................................................................................…………

(b) What do you think made Ken to move out of the house as he did?
(1 mark)

……………………………………………………………………………………………...……………………

…………………...................................................................................................................…….…….

(c) What is the meaning of the word ‘bumped’ as used in the passage?
(1 mark)

………………………………...…………………………………..…………………………………

…………………………………...........................................................................................……….

(d) What do you think the two boys felt as they left the hotel?
(1 mark)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………...............................................................................................……….

2. Read the following story and then answer the questions that follow.
Many people knew and liked Paulo. He was ever smiling and would hardly pass anyone without offering a greeting and inquiring how you are. He tested everybody, whether young or old, in the same way. This made him attractive to the children as if he was equal to them.

Paulo had just come from a long journey that late evening. He had not crossed into his village when he started hearing people shouting in distress. In fear, he crouched into a thicket to let the people pass. Unknown to him, two people had seen him going to hide but they couldn’t trace him so, they too, decided to hide in the same area and wait. Ten minutes or so later, Paulo stood up and the two strong men pounced on him. They didn’t ask him a question. Instead, they used the rope they had and used their

whistle to inform the rest they had caught the elusive thief!

A sizeable crowd frog-matched Paulo to the chief’s is home. He was too shocked to say anything and by some stroke of luck, the crowd did not touch him- they said he looked harmless. The moment the chief set his eyes on him, the two men became more confused.

“Is this you Paulo?” chief asked finally.

“Yes, why am I here? I know where my home is,” he pleaded with the chief who immediately asked him to explain what had happened. The men started disagreeing among themselves claiming the actual thief was shorter and in a red T-shirt. Paulo did not need to state any reason for his arrest. The chief

	apologised to him and ordered the young men to escort him to the safety of his home.
	

	(a) What made Paulo become so attractive to the children?
	(1 mark)

	………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	………………………………...............................................................................................……….

	(b) Why was Paulo suspected to be a thief?
	(1 mark)

	………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	……………………………………................................................................................................…

	(c) How did the crowd treat Paulo upon being arrested?
	(1 mark)

	………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	…...............................................................................................…………………………………….

	(d) Why did the chief order the young men to escort Paulo to his home?
	(1 mark)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………................................................................................................……………

3. Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow.
People see birds flying from one direction to the other but do they understand the Science behind this? Probably, they think birds fly for a few metres or kilometres and when they get tired, they find a tree, patch on it and rest. When evening comes, they sleep and rest. When evening comes, they sleep and the following day, it starts all over again. That is far from truth.

There are many types of birds. Many people, however must have realised that there seemed to be more birds when the crop is out. That is very true. Birds knew how to smell the direction and approach of rain. When raining season approaches, many birds...

Birds knew, from the looks of the clouds, that it’s soon going to rain somewhere. This makes them migrate to that place for the moment the rain starts falling, farmers pour out to their farms. Birds are there to fight over seeds and grains that they can get. They also get insect as the farmer sows the seeds. As the crop sprouts, they still hang around and some are known to dig out the seeds but they soon fly to a different location as the clouds give them direction to go.

In two months or so, they return to the same location. They find the crops flowering and if the crop is unguarded, they could destroy it all. They stay there eating the crop and insects before flying to a different location. This is how the population of birds keep fluctuating in one area in the different seasons.

In about 100 words , summarise the main reasons why birds population keep changing from time in the

same area. (4 marks) Rough copy.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………….....................................................................................……………………………..

Fair copy

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………….....................................................................................…….……………..

TASK 4: GRAMMAR (13 MARKS)

4. Fill in the blank spaces in the sentences below using the correct form of the word in the brackets.

(3 marks)

(a) The ……………………… was delivered in the afternoon. (judge)

(b) It is …………………………. to drink unboiled fresh milk. (risk)

(c) He was late but escape _________. (punish)

	5.  Give the meaning of the phrasal verbs underlined in sentences below.
	(3 marks)

	Example:
	

	He put up a home within two weeks
	

	
	
	
	

	He built a house within two weeks
	


(a) You should take off your pullover after break.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………….......................................................................................................…

(b) The two neighbours don’t seem to get along well.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………............................................................................................................

(c) Musa came up with the idea which was accepted.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………...............................................................................................…………........………….

6.  Fill in the blank spaces with the correct alternative given in the brackets.
(2 marks)

(a) Lulu lost her bus ………………………………. due to carelessness. (fare, fair)

(b) You have to go to school early …………………………. you like it or not. (whether/weather)

7.  Compete the following sentences with the correctly spelt word.
(3 marks)

(a) We found the correct …………………….. in the dictionary (definition/definition)

(b) We write our composition on a ………………………….. (foolscap/fullscap)

(c) It was an enjoyable …………………………………… (occasion/occasion)

8.  Fill in the blank spaces with the correct alternative given in the brackets.
(2 marks)

(a) I have been in this school …………………………… three years. (for, to)

(c) Maina jumped ……………………………… the pool to save the boy. (in/into)

SECTION C

In this section, answer four questions only. Question9, 10 and 13 are compulsory. Answer either question 11 or 12. Write your answer in the space provided. TASK 5: ORAL LITERATURE AND POETRY

9. Read the story below and then answer questions that follow.
Hyena was lazy. He never went hunting like other animals but instead, specialised in snaking into other people’s compounds, stealing their food and disappearing before he was even seen. Whenever he caught an animal, he would suffocate it on the spot before dragging it away. All this, he did in the dead of the night. The following day, he would go to the animal’s meeting and hear how the desperate animals complained. Of course, no one suspected him.

One day, he sneaked into tortoise’s home. He was sure Tortoise was slow and could not even run so he decided to eat the animals he had killed right there. Unknown to him, Tortoise was ready for him. The space through which he had sneaked in was not big enough for him to escape through after he had eaten. Once he had eaten, he got trapped through the opening. As he struggled to escape, Tortoise heard him and came to where he was.

“Calm down,” said Tortoise,” I‘ll help you out but ensure you don’t return to steal from me.” Tortoise disappeared into his home and returned with a hug club. He stood behind Hyena and gave him a mighty blow that sent Hyena screaming into the darkness! The blow broke the hind legs of the Hyena and as Tortoise had rightly said, once he recovered he never returned to steal from there again!

(a) Why did Hyena suffocate the animals he caught and ate them elsewhere?
(2 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….....

.....................................................................................…………………..................................………..

(b) Give two reasons that made catching Hyena difficult.
(2 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….....

.....................................................................................…………………..................................………..

(c) What do you think made tortoise succeed to catch the thief?
(1 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….....

.....................................................................................…………………..................................………..

(d) What lesson do we learn from this story?
(1 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….....

.....................................................................................…………………..................................………..

10. Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow. Does the road go-up hill all the way?

Yes to the very end

Will the day ‘s journey take the whole day long? From morning to night, my friend.

But in there for the night a resting place? A roof for when the slow dark house begin. May not the darkness hide it from my face? You cannot miss that inn.

Shall I meet other way farers at night? Those who have gone before

Then I must knock, or call when just in sight? They will not keep you standing at the door.

	
	(a) What kind of journey does the poet talk about?
	(2 marks)

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	……………………............................................................................................................................…

	
	(b) According to the poet, where does he expect to go in the evening?
	(2 marks)

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	…………………………………………………….................................................................................

	
	(c) State two things the poet in unsure about in the poem.
	(2 marks)

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………............………………

	
	……………………………………………………………………………………............…….………

	
	(d) Explain what the poet means by; ‘cannot miss than inn’.
	(3 marks)

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	………………………………………………………..................................................………………..

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


TASK 6

Choose one question only

Either

11. Read the excerpt below and then answer the questions that follow.
Looking for her lost goat wasn’t as easy as we had imagined. After walking from home to home and finding no trace of the black goat, I would have given up. The goat, notorious for sneaking into people’s farms meant very little to me. But Kala and Ruda did not support me but I had only one problem. What would I tell my father? I had never succeeded in cheating him.

We took the path that led towards the hills then crossed a small river. It was at that time that we heard some sound; a bleat! Slowly and carefully, we started walking in the direction of the sound. At least, we had some hope....

(a) What are the characters in the story involved in?
(2marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………….........................................................................................................……...

(b) Why does the writer describe the black goat as notorious?
(2 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………….........................................................................................................……...

(c) Explain two reasons why the writer could not stop hunting for the lost goat.
(4 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………...............................................………………………………….

(d) What do we learn in the end?
(2 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………...............................................…….

OR

12. Read the excerpt below and then answer the questions that follow.
The girls had a routine. They would start by doing their household chores at home then move on to fetch firewood and water. It was after this that they would embark on going to the river to bath. They were always the four of them and the absence of any of them from the group had an explanation attached to it. Even their parents knew where to get them at any particular time.

Meresa was their self –appointed leader. She gave directions like a soldier and they obeyed her. She would, however, listen to others’ suggestions and then turn them into an order. That way, they liked her. One morning, however, things turned the other way round.

Immediately the girls came from fetching firewood, Tisa noticed that Meresa was not joining them.

That was a bit strange so they decided to do the most logical thing.....

(a) How many duties would the girls be involved in?
(2 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………..............................................………………………………………….

(b) What does the phrase ‘self-appointed’ tell you about the character of Meresa?
(3 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………..............................................………………………………………….

(c) What logical thing do you think did the girls decide to do?
(3 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………..............................................………………………………………….

(d) What do we learn at the end of the story?
(2 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………..............................................………………………………………….

